# = ——— 
STATE: 


OR, A 


DISCOURSE 


Attempting ſome Diſplay of | 
the Souls Dappinets, in regard 
to that Eternally Progreſſive Know- 
ledge, or Eterna! Increafe of Knowledge, and 


the Conſequences of it, which is amongſt the 
Bleiſed CR 


By a Country Gentleman, a Worſhipper of 
God in the Way of the Church of England. 


The Light of aur Underſtandings| in the Kingdom of —_ 
will find nothing ſo difficult, dark, 2nd intricate, whic 
they cannot Jiſ-intangie; and mabe plain; anil the Fa- 
cility that we (hall have in our Ratiocinations, (which 
will be ſuch, that we ſhall be able to attempt all ſorts 
of Objefts, without any Pain) will cauſt that we ſhall 
uſe this Cont emplation,as with a Succiſs Erernally Hap- 
py./o with Content wholly Incomprebenſible. Amyrald. 

God himſelf bath Infinite Goodneſs in him, which the 
Creature cannot take in at once they are taking of it 
in Eternally. The Saints ſee in God ſtill Things 
Freſh, which they ſaw not in the Beginning of their 
Bl:ſſedneſs. Dr. Thomas Goodwin. 
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| , ' £C H A.P. | wy”; 
| Thelatroduction, and State of the 
| *- Probleme; '- * +1 


; 1. I Would not be thought Prreanptory 
; \and Dogmatical, in what | (hall 
.(\ diſcourſe. on) this Sabje © - For 
| >.\ though the Reality of the Fatare 
| See have the Suffrage of all Mankind, and 
be Evident both by Natural and Super« 
natural Light z yet the Particularities there- 
of are-nwch .in the Dark, and we know 
bur little [Concerning thema. x 

2. Ina Caſe ſb Obſcare, to be Poſitive 
and Afﬀertory; would ſavour of Greater 
Arrogance; than I am willing to hatbobt. 
| A 2 Modeſty 
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Maedeſty and Suſpicion in Things obſcure, is 
more L£eceroxs, and more Acceptable, than 
Bold and Confident Aﬀſertions and Determi- 
nations. Fw 
3. If Any Thing ſhould drop from my 
Pen in the Progreſs of this Diſcourſe, which 
may Seem too Affirmative, and Hardly re- 
concilable with a Becoming. Modeſty and 
Jealouſie, I defire T hoſe s 
Expreſſions may receive Some Abatements, 
and be made Fairly agreeable thercun- 
fo. | , 
4- For although I may poſſibly be indif- 
{ erently Well perſwaded. of the Trath of 
what I ſhall diſcourſe; yet I am not Cer- 
tain: *Tis not improbable, that I ſhould 
be Miſtaken : | am of Humane Race, and 
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5. + Therefore what I ſhall ſay © this | 


Point, ſhall be Problematical and Diſgeiſi- 


tive; for indeed,” by this Diſcourſe Tave | 
as Much Inclination' to inquire, »what 0- / 
thers think- therein, as to deliver:my Own , 


Apprehenfions concerning it : For although 
I ſhould not Deminſtrate the Probleme, (to 


which I do not indeed pretend) 1 think. it! 


not-Jmpoſſible, but that ſome- other Perſon 
may Do it. © © Ls 1 
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6. What Other Men may have -ſaid -a[- 
ready ' concerning'it, 1 cannot tell ; ”tis 
not impoſſible, - but «that the School-Mer 
may have largely diſcourſed-it ; - for they 
are a Bold and Daring ſort of Men; and 
there is almoſt Nothing that eſcapes their 
Inquiries and Diſqutiſnrons. - 

7. Yet | muſt Say, That thoſe Few that 
I have had the Opportunity to Converſe 
in, -or Conſult withal, ſay Nothing at -all 
concerning it: Other Queſtions (in my 
opinion) of far leſs Vſe and Importance 
they debate at large'z but of 7h I find 
nothing, but a Myſt deep and Profound Si- 
lence. 6.2 

8. Some very Brie” and Tranſient Paſ- 
ſages I do nevertheleſs acknowledge, to 
have read of this Subje, in ſome other 
Authors ; which were the fir. 7Zccaſtons of 
applying my ſelf to the Conſiderstron of it. 
Had not thoſe Paſſages a little Moved and 
Ingaged my Thoughts in the Contemp'ation 
thereof, I had probably remainod Satisfied 
in a general Belief of the Tranſcendent Hap- 
pineſs of the Furtzre Life. without matting 
any Particular Inquiries into the Narure of 
it : Peradventure 1 might never have De- 
bated, whether our Knowledge (itrwhich, 
by the: Confeſſion: of all Divenes, it doth 
much lie, thoogh not whotly tonfſt) be 

, TY YT Com- 
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Cormpleat- and Perfect ima«divcy upon 
nur Admiſſion into the Divine Preſencey 
of at leait at the Reſurrettion of the Dead ; 
or whether it be Frernally Progreſſive and 
Increaſing for evermore. 

9, Nevertheleſs it is my Opinion, that 
it may be Uſeful, ta form to our ſelves as 
Peſitrve, Particular, and Determinate No- 
tions of the Natwre.of Future Happineſs, as 
we poflibly can ; provided they be nat in- 
conſiltent with the Inſpired Writings, or 
diſagreeable with the Revelations that God 
hath made concerning -it. 

10. For General Acconnts of things are 
not anear ſo affeQting, as a Plain and Parti- 
cular Narrative and Deſcription of them. 
To fay, That the Future State is Illuſtri- 
ous and Full of Glory ; That thoſe that 
ſhall be deemed worthy of it, ſhall See 
God, and partake in - the Glory, that 
Chriſt Teſw injoyes in the Preſence of hig 
Father, is to ſpeak very Great Things, 
and ſuch as ſhould Exceedingly raviſh and 
affeft our Sou's. 

11, But ſuch is the Conſtitution of Hu- 
mane Minds, that Great Things do rather 
amaze, and induce 8s kind of Stupor upon 
them, than affe& with a Grateful pleaſure 
and Joy. Some Objefts are too Brig for 


qur Senſes z our Eye cannot bear the Haght 
| yea . 


, 
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of the Sun, in its Higheſt Altitude and 
Splendour, Some Sounds are {o Great, 
that they are Ungrateful and Off enſrve to 
our Ears': And there are ſome Objets too 
Great for our Minds; and when they are 
propoſed unto them, they do rather ex- 
cite and awaken in them a Kind of Won- 
derand Admiration, thana Deligheful Taſt, 
Savour, and Conſolation. 

12. The Main Dottrine of the Chriſtian 
Religion, is contained in a Few Propoſiti- 
ons ; *tis briefly contained in that Form of 
Words, that is uſually called the Apoſtle*s 
Creed ;, ard more briefly iu the Words u- 
ſed at our Baptiſm: But all know, and 
muſt confeſs, that till thoſe Things are Par- 
tieularly, and at Large explained, they 
make Little Impreſſion upon the Minds of 
Men; they are Fery little Moved or Af- 
fetted by them. 

13. It may be therefore Reaſonably ho- 
ped, that an Explication of the Nature of 
Futxare Happineſs may be acceptable to P;- 
ous -and Conſiderins Minds : T hoſe Texts 
of Srripture that deſcribe it, are too Big 
for our — If the Meaning 


. of them can by. Niviſe,n.be explained, it 
may be More ſyitable to our Capacittesy 
and Mere affeding to, our Hearts. 

: | 14+ That the Happineſs of the Bleſſed 
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in the Orher World will be Very Great, is | 


the Common Confeſſton of al! Chriſtians ; 
what ever be their. Differenecs in Other 
Things, in This they are at 'er/ e& Agree- 
ment : "Thy all acknowledge the Fature 
State, (called in the Scripture, the King» 
dom of Heaven) Tranſcendentiy Happy and 
Glorious; and that there is nothing in This 
World, that can be an Apr or Proper Re- 
ſemblance of it; they are ail Beneath it, 
as far as Darkneſs is Beneath Light; or the 
faint Shining of a Sorry Glow-Worm, is infe- 
riour to the Luſtre of the San in its Meri- 
dian Splendour. 

15. ?Tisalfo confeſſed, that very Much 
of the Happineſs of that Srate conliſts in 
Greatneſs of Knowledge, and Largeneſs of 


COes In This World, thoſe that 


know 1Moft, know very Little ;, thoſe that 
have the Greateft Reputation for Wiſdom 
and Underſtanding, are Ignorant and Blind ; 
and what they do ſee, is Very darkly, and 
with much Imperfe&ions - Their Capact- 
tigs are very Narrow, their Faculties are 


Weak ; and can neither Diſcern, nor Com- | 


deavours and Applications : But in the Other 


prehend much, by the Moſt diligent En- 


World their Capacities will be enlarged, and 
their Faculties ſtrengthened ; and ' Light 
and Knowledge will be Increaſed, beyond 

our 
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our preſent Conceptions and Imaginations.- 

' 16. The Knowledge of God is the Moſt 
excellent Knowledge ; He is the Moft ex- 
cellent Obje& ; and therefore, the Know-/ 
ledge of Him muſt needs be ſo. All Scis. 
ence is valuable according to the Objetts 
thereof: Where the One is Worthy and 
Excellent, the Other is ſo ; where the One 
is Mean and Worthleſs, the Other is not 
Valuable or Regardable. And hence it is, 
that even in this World, the Knowledge 
of God ſurpaſſes all other Knowledge, 
whatſoever it be. . 

17. Whatſoever Gnſticutes Man happy, 
muſt be Analogous, and ſuitable to his Fa- 
culties : There muſt be an Agrerableneſs 
between the Subjeft, and the Objeft, or 
Man cannot be. Happy. Light, Beauty, 
and Proportion Pleaſes the Eye ; Muſick, 
and Harmonio'!s Sounds Delight the Ears; 
and Fragrant, and Odoriferous Scents and 
Perfumes the Smell : And the Reaſon is, 
they are Gngruowto theſe Faculties; there 
is a Proportion between them. 

18. Man is indued with a Reaſonable Soul, 
and the Knowledge of Things, is very 
Snitable and Pleaſant to it: Muſick is not 
more Pleaſant to the Ear, nor Beauty and 
Proportion to the Eye, than Knowledge to 
the Mind of Man. The Pleaſures of Core 

templation, 


to The Futnre State; &c: 


te 
vaſtly excel all 'the Pleaſures of Senſe, be 
_ never ſo exquiſte or perfett. The 

ights of the Senſual and Yoluptuoms, are 


Atearn and Brutiſh , the Delights of Wiſe 
and Knowing Men, are Raiſed, Sublime, and. 


Hngeiical. ; , 
19. The Rational Faculty is not only de- 
tentcd in Krowiedge, but *tis very. much 
Perfetted and Advanced by it; -The grea- 
ter any Man's Knowledge is, the greater and 
Hare perfett is:bis Mind ; the leſs any Man 
is poſſeſſed withal, che leſs and the A/ore 
imperfe& and defedivye is his Sexſe. Thoſe 
that have leaſt Underſtanding, have. the 
XNarroweſt and moſt contratted Spirits. 

20. Ncothing fo much delights and per- 
fefts the Minds of Men, as the Knowledge 
of Ged; that's moſt pleaſant, and min!. 
ſters greateſt Satisfation to them: Th: 
quicts, and lays to reſt the Motions, and 
Satisfics the Appetites of thetm - It alſo 
perfetts, and coimpleatsthem. The K now- 
ledge of God, and the conſequent Effe&s 
thereof, is the Greateſt PerſeGtion that they 
are capable of attaining, poſſſſing, and 
injoying either in 7Th#x, or.in the Other 
World. © ) | 
21. In this World, Gog is known by 
his Word, and by bis!/Works ; All that we 
know 


—_ and the-Delights of K »ow/edge, 
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know of Him, is either by Contemplas 
ting the Works of. his Hands, or by Read- 
ing and Conſidering the Reve/ations that he 
hath made of himſelf, in the Sacred YVolums, 
From the Kſfe&s of his Power, Wsſder, 
and Goodneſs, vilible and diſcernable in his 
Word and #orks, we come to the Know- 
ledge of Thoſe Perfeftions, and do form 
Thoſe Netions that we have concerning 
them. | 

22, lt ſeems Probable,that we ſhall know 
God in the Orher State, after the Same 
manner that we know Him. in This. God 
is the ſame [mmutably; in Him is no Fa- 
riableneſs, nor Shadow of Turning : His 
Nature, Attributes, Excellencics, and Per- 
feftions, fuffer no Alteration. What He 
1s, He Was, and Will Be Etcrnally. 

23. The Nature of our Faculties will 
remain the Same T here, that they are Here. 
Gradual Advantages and Perfettions 1 do 
acknowledge they will reccive, and thoſe 
Very Great immediately upon their Adrmiſ- 
fon thitter: But Gradual Advantages 
will not alter the Specsfick Nature of our 
Souls, If their Specifick, Nature were chaty 
ged, we ſhould ceaſe to be Aer; and then 
it would follow, that Men obeyed and dif- 
obeyed the Laps of God, and" another Spe- 
cies, or kind of Creatures will be Saved 


and 
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and Damned: Which ſeems to me very 
Abſurd and Incongruow. "Whether God 
may awaken any- New Powers, or Facul- 
tics in the Sow! of Man, after its Depar- 
ture hence, 1 know not; nor will ] deny 
the Poſſibility of it ; for I think it conſi tent 
with the Preſervation of our Specifick Na- 
tures: Which is all that I affirm. 

24. If God be the Same in the Othey 
State, and This, (as ?ris certain, He is) 
and if our Eſſential Faculties continue the 
Same, | ſce no reaſon, why we may not 
think it (at leaſt probable) that the Bleſ- 
ſed ſhall know God by his Works, and 
ſuch other Revelations, as he ſhall make of 
himſelf there. 

25. And indeed, I cannot tell of what 
Uſe the Yarious and Ilhuſtrious Objetts in 
that State will be, unleſs they diſcover to 
us the Exceilencies and Perfettions of God. 
Of what Uſe will the Pomp and Splendour, 
the Glory and Luſtre of the Houſe of God 
be, if it learn us nothing of his Vatwre and 
Admirable Attributes and © PerfeQtions ? 
This is the Great, though not the Only, 
Uſe of all things in This World; and ſuch 
T conceive will be the Uſe of them, in 
That which is to come. 

26. VVhether God will make Uſe of 
any Second Cauſes, for the ——_—_ 
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and Swpport of our Beings, (though it ſeem 
to me probable) yet I will not afhirm, but 
if that ſhould be-granted; yet it cannot 
with any Reeſon be imagined, that That is 
the Only "Uſe of them  ?Tis not the Only 
Uſe of them Here ; nor is it in any mea- 
ſure probable, twill be the Only Uſe of 
them There. ' The Heavens declare the 
Glory of, Gad; and ſo do all the Beings 
that are,contained in it, and encompaſled 
by it : AndI make no doubt,. the Heaver 
of Heavens, and all the '1/luStriow Objetts 
there, are of the Same Uſe, and deſigned 
to the Same Intent and Purpoſe. 

27. That the Objetts in. the Other World 
will conttibute towards the Happineſs of 
the Bleſſed, 1 ſhall affirm : But = *ris (1 
conceive) by acquainting us with the Ex- 
cellencies and Pertetions of God, and de- 
monſtrating. the Tranſcendency, 'and Riches 
of his Love, his Bounty, and his Grace. 
*Tis God"is the great Objett of Humane 
Happineſs; and in the Knowledge of Him, 
and the.conſequent Fruits and Effeds there- 
of, 1s the Supreme m—_— of Men. , Gea- 
ted Beings promote our Happineſs only by 
revealing the Excellenties of God, and gi- 
ving us a Knowledge and Rerception of 
them, 


28. Some 
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28. Some School-men (I do eafily grant) 
do aſſert -an Immediate Knowledge of the 
Eſſence and Perfeftions of God, in the World 
zo come : But | amnnot ſatisfied in the Proofs 
and Evidences, that they bring- in favour 
of it; and mavy (if not mot) Proteſtants 
reje& the Opinion; and with very Conſi- 
derable Reaſons, Cnfute what they: Aﬀirm; 
and lay down for the Support of it, Y7: 
Voer. diſput- ſelett. Pag: 1193: Vol. 2% 
Cum multts alis. 10% * 

29. But though it be granted, Thatthe 
Happineſs of the Bleſſed will -confiſt very 
Mach in the Knowledge of God ;- yet per- 
adventure, it miy* be doubtdd,; whether 
This Knowterlge be Perperuallyictealing, of 
whether it be ſnſtantareons 5 and-preſent it 
ſelf to the Eye of the Mind, as Light to 
the Bodily Eye';/ which no Tooner* appears 
above the Horizon, than all Eyes are en- 
lightned thereby in a moment. * 
-- 30; I am-profie to think This Know- 
ledge Progreſſive and Increafing 3- and that 
Mary Ages fpent in the Houſe of God, will 
farniſh the Blefſed with More of the Know- 
tedge of Him, than they were endowed 
withal upon their firſt Admiſſion and En- 
trance there. Fcannot think, that the 241- 
lions of Ages (pardon the Expreſſion) that 
do compound an Everlaiting Duration, will 

| make 
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make no. fncreaſe in the Knowledge of the 
Bleſſed, nor add no Perfe&ion to their Un» 
derſtandings. ; 

31. VVhether the Proofs that I fhall 
make of this Probleme be Valid or Invalidy 
the Reader muſt determine, when he hath 
Weighed and Conſidered them, I am con» 
tent, that they be cſteemed as they ar 
*Tis no part of our Creed, that | am de- 
fending. If my Argaments be thought ins 
valid, ard my Opinion rejected, *twill be 
no matter of Provocation to me : If They 
be thought cogent, and my Opinton wor- 
thy of Acceptation with P;ous and Ingen 
ous Men, perchance I may be alittle plea- 
ſed therein: But if it may advauce the 
Love of God, and make Heaven any whit 
the more acceptable to.the Thoughts and 
Meditations of Chr:fttans, | am ſure 1 ſhafl 
greatly rezoyce. | 

32. Theſe Things being premiſed, 'twill 
be adviſeable to propoſe the Probleme, 
{ Knowledge Eternally Progreſſ:ve? and give 
the Senſe wherein | underſtand it. 

33. The word Knowledge | take in the 
largeſt Meaning and Signification; I un- 
derſtand it not in the Strict. Senſe of Ari- 
ftotle, for the Knowledge of Things by 
their pa- Efficient, and Conſtuutive Cau- 
ſes ;, butin a General and Unlimited Senſe, 

for 
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for All Kinds of Knowledge, by whatſo- 
ever means, or after whatſoever manner it 
be obtained. A 
34. By Eternally Progreſſive, I mean E- 
verlaſtingly Increaſing ; it will Advance for 
Ever ; it will never arrive at that Per- 
fett;on, beyond which it can proceed no 
further. The Y;ſible World is Finite, the 
Extenſion thereof is Lim:ted and Determi- 
ned: The Waves of the Sca. have their 
Bounds prefixed, 'and ſet unto them : ' Hi- 
therto, ſays God, ſhall they come, and no 
farther ; and here ſhall their Rage be ſtop- 
ped: But Humane Knowledge hath No 
Bounds affixed unto it ; it may Increaſe to 
all Durations. 
© 35. By the Future State, I mean the 
State of the Bleſſed, after their Departure 
hence, There.is Another World and State, 
Conſequent and Future to This. Humane 
Souls do not periſh, when they leave their 
Bodies; they ſubliſt in Another State, and 
do Advance in- Knowledge There, as well 
as Here: Here "tis obviouſly Progreſſive ; 
- and | ſee no reaſon, why it may not. be ſo 
There. Here we proceed gradually in the 
Knowledge of Things; and - ſuch is the 
Conſtitution and Nature of our Faculties, 
that *tis in my Apprehenſion Impoſſible it 
ſhould be otherwiſe : And I cannot gp 
tnart 
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that Death ſhould make ſo great an Alte- 
ration in_them, that what was before na- 
turally /mpoſſible, ſhould become not only 
Poſſible , but Neceſſary and Unavoidable ; 
for ſuch muſt our Knowledge be; if it be 
Perfett, Immediately upon our Diſſolution 
and Departure hence. | 
36. By the Bleſſed, .1 mean ſuch as God 
ſhall deem Worthy and Meet to be Parta- 
kers of the Inheritance of the Saints 
Light ;, ſuch as having done his Commana- 
ments, and performed the Terms of the 
Goſpel-Grvenant, have Right to the Tree 
of Life, and Admiſſion Through the G ates 
into the Cry. i! -of 
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CHAP. IL. 
The Probability of the Queſtion 


argued from the Conſideration of 


the Nature of God and Man. 


He Queſtion being thus briefly ſtated, 

I ſhall lay down ſuch Propoſitions, as 

ſhall render it fairly Probable to Perſons of 

Free and Vnprejudiced Minds, and will give 

themſelves y_ to conſider Things, 
without Byaſs and Partiality. 

I, GodP's Perfettions are Infinite; his 
Power hath No Limits of Extenſion : He 
can effe&t all things, that are the Effetts of 
Power. There is nothing Impoſſible unto 
Him : His Wiſdom is of Vaſt Extent, and 
reaches all things.* There is nothing can 
eſcape the Cognizance of his Infinite Un- 
derſtanding: His Goodneſs is of Equal 
Extent with his Power and Wiſdom ; it 
touches all things that are the Proper and 
Congruous Objetts thereof. 


2. Though Man receive Great Advan- 
tages 


[4 
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rages immediately upon his Admiſhon ints 
the Kingdom of Heaven ; yet he till re- 
mains 3 Finite Creature : His removal from 
this Howling Wilderneſs, doth not make 
him a God, nor endow him with Dzvine 
Per fettzons : He remains T here a Finite Eſ- 
ſence, and of Limited Powers. Though 
he be Meghtily Advanced, and his Capa- 
cities Enlarged beyond our preſent Con- 
ceptions z yet he is ſtill a Creature, and his 
Nature remains the Same invariably. 

3. A Finite Creature can never compre” 
hend an Infinite Creator : The Globe of 
the Earth cannot be contained in a Nate 
(hell, nor the Waters of the Occan in a 
Bottle or Tankard : The Hills cannot be 
crowded into a Cottage, nor the Mountains 
into a Shepherds Tent. There is no Con- 
gruous Proportion between the One, and 
the Other ; And there is far leſs Properti- 
on between the Underſtanding of Man, 
and the Perfeftions of God: The One is 
Finite, the Other is Infinite 3 and between 
them there can be no Analogy : Whereas 
there is ſome betwixt all Creared Beings, 
(though ſometimes very ſmall) foraſmuch 
as they are all Limited and Grenmſerr 
bed. 

4. Man muſt Know (though not Compre- 
bend) the Excellencies and Perfedtions of 

B 2 God: 
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God, or he cannot be Happy. All Appe- 
tites have their Proper Objedts, and in the 
Knowledge and Fruition of them, they find 
their Content and Satisfattion ; and in the 
Abſence of them, they find Miſery and Tor- 
ment. This we find true, in the Experi- 
ence of every Day. Men have Appetite 
and Inclination to a Sociable Life; and 
therefore, in the Company and Socicty of 
Seconds, they find Pleaſure and Repoſe ; 
and Solitude is Jrkſome and Vngratefil to 
them. They have Apperites and Inclina- 
tions to Eat, and Drink, and Reſt; and in 
the Enjoyment of the ©bjetts of thoſe Ap- 
perites, they are Pleaſed and Satisfied , and 
if they be deprived of them in their Pro- 
per Scaſons, they arc Troubled and Un- 
eaſie. 

5. Man hath an Inclination and Deſire 
to know God: ?*Tis Natural to him, to 
proceed from the Effeft to the Neareſt 
Cauſe, 2nd from That to the Next; and 
ſo in an Orderly and. Reaular Gradation, 
till it aſcend to God, the Prime Cauſe of all 
Things; and there it Re#ts, and is Sariſ- 
fied. That's the Proper and Terminating 
Objett of all Humane Knowledge and Diſ- 
quifuion » When we have purſued things 
thither , wee we fit down in Complacency, 
end ſolace our ſelves in our Acquſitions. 
pe 6. What ' 
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6. What the Mind of Man cannot re- 
ceive of the Divine Perfections at Once, it 
may receive at {any times, and by Suc- 
ar” fo The Soul being a Limited El- 
ſence, it cannot receive or know much of 
the Excellencies of God, at one Single Graſp 
or Fathome ; but at ſeveral times, and Sxc- 
ceſſively,it may know much ; and how mach, 
is not ſafe to ſay or determine. Ten T hou- 
ſand Men cannot paſs the Gates of a City 
at once ; but inſucceſſion of Time, Many 
Millions may do it. All the Water in the 
Ocean could not paſs the Mouth of the 
Streights of Gibralter, at one Point of 
Time; but in a Continued ſpace of Time, 
it might certainly do it, ſuppoling nothing 
elſe did hinder it. There is no Mathema- 
tician, that at one view of his Mind, be- 
holds ail the Propoſitions in Exclid, Apols 
lonins, and Archimedes, with thcir ſeveral 
Demonſtrations ; but many have done it 
Succeſſively; and indeed all that are 1Mia- 
fters in that Pleaſant and Ingenious Sci- 
Ccnce. 

7. Iifizite Perfetions (and ſich are thoſe 
of Ged can never-be exhaulted : As Infinite 
Duration cannot be meaſured, o /xfimite 
Perfe&rions cannot be drained : Whatſoever 
is exhauſtible, is Finite; whatſocver may 
be {athomed by Humane Underſtandings; 

Byz3 1 
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is of Limited Nature and PerfefQtion : That 
which is Infinite, contains thoic Depths 
that can Never be ſounded. And ſuch are 
the Properties and Excellencies of God : | he 
Days of Eternity will never Fully and Per- 
fettly reveal and expoſe them. After all 
our Search into them, we ſhall never Find 
them out unco Perfection. 

8. Therefore they may furniſh Matter 
and Subjet for Eternal Contemplation : 
They may Perpetually exerciſe our Minds, 
and miniſter new Occaſion for our Specula- 
tions. There will be no defe& of Matter 
for our Thoughts, nor Subjett for our Me- 
ditations. An Objett of Unlimited Excel- 
lency may well afford Reaſon, Occaſion, 
and Foundation, for everlaſting Thoughts 
and Conſederations. Where the Object is 
Inexhauſtible in its Virtues, the Thoughts 
may be Erernal in their Inquirics and 
Search concerning them. 

9. Whatſoever is known of God in the 
Future State, will be either by Natural or 
Supernatural Revelation, God will be 
known by the 1Uluſtrious Works of his 
Hands. The Objeats that adorn the New 
Feruſalen, will declare the Gloriow Perfe- 
cions'of their Maker ; every thing There, 
will ſpeak forth his Praiſe, unveile his G /o- 
7y, and render it Conſpituows to thoſe bs + 

zall 
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ſhall be admitted to behold it There : And 
peradventure, there may be ſome Saper- 
natural Ways of Revelation, which may 
uncover ſomething of the Divine Excel- 
lencies even There, as well as Here. 

10. The Objetts or Works that reveal 
and diſcover the Attributes and Perfettions 
of God to the Bleſſed, in the World to 
come, will be Very great and Many; and 
how great and Many they may be, can 
neither be determined, nor imagined. 
Thoſe that reveal him Here, are Many, 
and ſome of them Yery great and mapniti- 
cent. And ſurely, it cannot be juftly 
thought, but that the Things that ſhall re- 
veal God in the Other State, will be as nu- 
merous, and much More great and Glori- 
ous; it 'being deſigned to illuſtrate and 
ſet forth the Glory of God in a moſt Re- 
ſplendent manner, He will there be Gle- 
rified in his Saints, and admired in thoſe 
that believe. And he cannot attain this 
Glory, unleſs there be ſomething Yery 
great to reveal, and lay him open before 
us. 

11. The Mind of Man is Fitted and A- 
dapted to the Uſe of Knowing ; and 'tis 
pleaſed therein. This is true in the Ex- 
perience of Moſt, if not of All Men. There 
are very Few, if Any, that are not delight- 

B 4 cd 
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ed in Knowledge and Underſtanding. Some 


- Brutiſh + Senſualiſts, and Coverous Earth- 


Worms, may be ſo ſwallowed up among 


. Secular and Senſual Things, that they may 


have lo almoſt Al! Deſire of Knowledge, 


 andall Tate and Senſe of Pleaſure in it : But 


*tis Apparently otherwiſe in Multitudes of 
others, and in all of Free and Inoenuous 


Minds; and in the moſt Profligate and Bru- 


tiſh at ſometimes, 

12. God imploys all things to their Pro- 
per Ends and Uſes in This World ; andI ſee 
no cauſe to doubt, but he will do ſo in the 
Other. He Made the Sun to heat, warm, 


- and enlighten the World ; and ſo he Uſes 


and Imploys it, He Made the Earth, that 
it might bring forth Graſs, and Trees, and 
Fruits, for the Uſe of Man and Beaſt : And 
to that end, he Hath and Doth imploy it. 
And the like may be faid, and is Abun- 
dantly viſible in All the Works of his Hands; 


_ they All ſerve the Ends and Purpoſes, to 


which by their Nature and Conſtitution they 
are fitted and prepared. 

13. The Humane Soul is not only adap- 
ted to the Uſe of Knowing, but it hath a 
very Vigorowand Paſſionate DDefire after it ; 
and that Deſire is Natural and Efſential to 
it. Hunger and Thirſt are not More Na- 
*ural to our Bodies, in their preſent State 
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: and Conſtitution, than the Deſire of Know- 


ledge is unto our Minds; and they can 
no more put off tne One, than the Other 

14. This Defire will not only be Cons 
tinued, but Perfetted, Enlarged, and In- 
creaſed in the! Paradifje of God. It will 
receive no Abatement, miich leſs an Annie 
bilation There; b-.t it will become mach 
more eager, ſharp, and earneſt. ?*Tis ve- 
ry much dead in all Men (though not e- 
qually) here Below + But it proceeds from 
the Sinful Depravations and Diſeaſes of the 
Soul, when it fſhal! return to Health and 
Soundaeſs, that Ditere will Revive, and 
become V/igorous, Br is, and Active. In 
Fodily Diſeaſes, the Appetites of Hunger 
and Thirſt do ſoinetimes Canguiſh, and 
slmoſt Dye; but when Health returns, 
thoſe Apperites retvrn with it, and become 
as Quick and Prefhing as ever, 

'5. This Inclinatton muſt have Sarisfa- 
fon, or elſe Heaven will be Mans Torment, 
not his Happineſs. Eager Appctites, with- 
out- Suit able by: s for their Satisfattion, 
are an /uſiqpo:table Miſery , and perad- 
venture, they may be myvch of the Tor- 
ment "of. the Damned: Whether that be 
ſo, yea or no, | wil not determine: Bur 
ſure. I am, and the Experience of all May- 


| kind confirms it. that Vaſatisfied Deſires 


are 
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are a great Vexationand Anguiſh : They | 
are like Hunger and Thirſt, where there 
is no Bread or Water, or any Congruous 


Obje& to Q2wier, or take off their Fury, 
and their Kage. 

16. Nothing can ſatisfie This Appetite 
and Deſire, but ſuch things as are Agree» 
able unto it. Deſires of Knowledoe muſt 
be ſatisfied by [nte/l:gible Objets ; as that 
of Seeing is qQuieted with things ſible 


and Cnoruow to the Viftve Faculty ; and 
that of Hearino, with things Audible and 


Analogors to that Senſe : So that of K 
ing is appeaſed by Objeds Aprecable thEe- 
unto. 

17. The Soul of Man is an At:ive EC. 
ſence» We find it ſo Here; and *tis more 
than probable, *rwill be ſo Hereafter : 
When 'tis looſened from this grofs and 
heavy Body, "twill be More ative, and 
and not Leſs : And yet even Here, ſome 
think 'tis Never Idle 3 when the Body Reſts, 
the Adind is Imployed ; as is Obwors in 
our Dreams: And though we have no 
Memory of them,vet it may well be thought, 
that we never ſ|cep without them. 


18. An Attive Eſſence, without Objett;. 
whereon to imploy its Faculties and Pow-} 
ers, muſt needs be a very Great Barthen} 


to it ſelf. Hence it is, that Here below, 
we: 


a — "ny —— P"IRIYy — a 


{ible 
and 


e and 
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T 


« EC. 
more 
fter : 
; and 
and 
ſome 
.cſts, 
24 1n 
> no 


1ght, 


low,! 
we! 


\___ | to teſlify his Gratitude unto them. 
jects. 
OW-} 
then? 


The Future State, &c. 27 


! we are ſo Impatient of Idleneſs, and that 


'tis ſo burdenſom to Men, to have :\/-- 
thing to do; nothing almoſt being 1-5-4 
Irkſome and Intolerable. And thence Me::, 
that are not prefſed by Neceſſity to uſe Bo- 


dily Labours, nor k2ve no great Taſte or 


Savour in Readino and Meditation, have in- 
vented Play and Divertiſements, to exer- 
ciſe the Afive Powers of their Souls, and 
to avoid the /ſupportable Burthen of Do- 


' ing nothing. 


19. New Objetts, and New Diſcove- 
ries, do moſt affe& our Minds, and make 
the moſt Grarefi Impreſſions vn them in 
Time: And *tis not unlicely, but they 
will do ſo in Erermity. Thoſe that Con- 
verſe in Books, and Contemplate and In- 
quire into the Varure of Things, do find 
themſelves Senſibiyaftetted with new things. 
Thence tis ſaid, That Pythagoras ſacnifi- 
ced a Heceatomb to the Gods, upon his 
finding out the Demonſtration of the For- 
ty-ſcventh Propoſition of the Firſt Book of 
Euclid. He was ſo raviſhed withthat New 
Diſcovery, that he knew not how Sufficsently 
"Tis 
not to be doubted, but that he knew many 
things in Geometry, and had 5kill in Demon- 
ſtration, before he found the Artifice of 
Demonſtrating thit Propoſition: But this 

Was 
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was New, and made more Pleaſant Senſa- " 
tions upon him, than all his Other Know- / 
ledge. \ 

20. Asin Numbers, therc is, nor can 
be none ſo great, to which ſome Increaſe 
may not be made by Addition, and yet 
Number will never be Jxfivite : So in Be-" 
ings, | conceive, they neither are. nor can » 
be ſo Many, to which no Addition can be 
made by an Infinite Power ;, and yet they 
will till remain Finite : For Infinity is an 
Incommunicable Attribute and Property of 
God, and nothing is capable of it belides 
Him, . 

21. If Beings may Everlaſtingly increaſe, 

+ there isno reaſon to doubt, but Knowledge 
may increaſe in Proportion with them : If 
the One may receive Advantape, and be | 
multiplied, the Other may do fo likewiſe. 
For Beings, and the ſeveral Properties and 
Aﬀettions of them, are the Objets of Hu- 
mane Underſtanding ; and Men's Science 
is Greate7 or Leſs, according to the Grea- | 
ter or Leſs varicty of Objetts that they are 
acquainted withal, ? 

22, But of the Variety of Obje&s, that * 
will bz propoſed to the Contemplation of | 
the Bleſſed, in the Kingdom of God, and |} 
of the Probability or Poſſibility of an Eter- 
nal Increaſe of Knowledge thence, I in- 

tend 


enſa- 
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: tend todiſcourſe in the Next Chapter ;, and 


Ld 


ws therefore, le here Conclude T hz. 
r can 
- CHAP. 111. 
Be" =—_ 
-cm # Of the Objective Evidences and 
ra Probabilities of the Queſtt- 
fl on. 
y of 
es | 4 Aving ſaid ſomething in the Prece- 
4 ding Chapter, from the Conſtdera- 
aſe, tion of the Nature of God, and his Perfeit;. 
age » ons compared with the Nature, Faculties, 
if and In linations of Man, to Prove, or at 
be leaſt make Probable the Dz2rize that have 
ue. * afferted ; 1 ſhall now proceed to propole 
nd > (ome Objeftive Reaſons and Evidences for 
Tu- * thefarther Eftabliſhmentun4 Proof of it. 
we 2. The Viſible World is of very Laſt 
ad Extent ; and no Man can deterraine the Li- 
ae ' musofit. Who can with any Certainty 
+ fay, This is the Caſs, and Theſe are 
nat the Extenſions of the Earth and Heaven ? 
of Who can tell me the Diameter of the Glo- 
nd 2 rious Fabrick, that preſents it ſelf ro our 
T- | Eves? Whereis the Alathemarician, that 
will 


30 The Future State, 8&6. 


will deſcribe the Meaſure of its Circumfe- | 
rence ? They have pretended to give us # 
the Diameter and C:rcamference of the * 
Earth, the Diſtance of the Planetary Bo- © 


dies from it, ang from each other ; roge- 
ther with their Peripheries and Magni- 
tudes : But none ever dared to determine 
the Maznitude of the Whole World, or fo 
much 23 to gueſs at its Extenſions. 

3. This Earth on which we dwell (and 
which, in compariſon with the Whole World, 
is bur a Point, by the Confeſſion of the 
greateſt Mathematicians) furniſhes an al- 
moſt 1:finite Number of Objetts to our Con- 
templation. How numerous are the Kinds 
of Beings on the Earth, and in the Seca ? 
What Naturaliſt hath ever pretended to 
give us an Exat Hiſtory of them? The 
Kinds of Birds, and Beaftts, and Fiſhes, 
and Inſe&ts, are to us Incomputable ,, and 
ſo are the Kinds of Herbs, ard Flowers; 
and Earths, and Minerals, with many 0- 
thers. 

4. What Kinds of Beings, and how 1Vu- 
mers they may be in the Superiour Parts 
of This World, we cannot fay ; but *tis not 
Improbable, but they may be Repleniſhed 
with Beings Suitable to their Quality and 
Condition, The higher Parts of this 1/- 
luſtriow Fabrick arc much more Pure, 
Clean. 
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mfe- } Clean, and Splendid, than this How!ing 
'e us # Wilderneſs, and the Caliginow Air that doth 


the 

Bo- 
OBe- 
Hoh 
nine 
Ir {0 


and 
rid, 
the 
al- 
on- 
nds 
ca ? 

to 
"he 


: encompals, and ſurround it ; and it may be, 


the Beings that inhabit them, may as much 
Tranſcend thoſe Here, as the Place of the 
One doth Tranſcend that of the Other, This 
Eart4 ſeems to be one of the meaneſt Parts 
of the Univerſe; and perhaps, the Beings 
init, may be the /eareft in their Kinds of 
all the Works of God's Hands. 

5- There may be Other Worlds now 
Exiſting, beſides that which falls under our 
Knowledge and Obſervation. Some Philo- 
ſophers have diſcourſed of an Jnfinity of 
Worlds; and thought ſuch an Opinion 
Worthy of God, whoſe Power is Infinite, 
and Goodneſs /nexhauſtible. 1like not the 
Notion of Infinite Worlds ; but I think it 
not impoſſible, but that there may be 1Ma- 
ny Others, beſides This, of. which we are 
a Part, and which is offered to our View and 
Contemplation. 

6. There may have been Other Worlds 


- Pre-exiftent to This. - The Holy Scriptures 


do aſſure us, that This World was made 
Five Thouſand, and Some Hundreds of Years 


* ſince : But it no where ſays, That there 
/ never was Any World before it ; it no where 
” affirms, That God IVever produced any 
! Geated Being, or Sy{teme of Beings, _ 
4 e 


32 The Future State, &<. 


—_ 
he gave Exiſtence to the Heavens, and the } 
Earth, and all the Hoft of them : Of which h 
Moſes diſcourſes in the Firſt and Second! - 
Chapters of Genefis, if 

7. And truly, he that conſiders the A- 
tivity, Goodneſs, and Fecundity of the Di- 
vine Nature, will hardly be able to think, 
that God Never gave Being to any Crea- :; 
tures, till a Few Years ſince ; a Thouſand 
Tears with Him, are but as Oze Day : And 
is it imaginable, that he ſhould purpoſe to | 
have ſuch Eſſences, as ſhould partake with 
Him in his Happineſs, and Glory, to all 
Eternity, a Parte poſt ;, and yet 4a Parte ante, - 
ſhould never produce Ay, till about Five 
or Six Days ago? This will ſcem very 
Improbable to a Conſidering or Inquiring 
Man. 

8. There may be a Succeſſion of Worlds, 
after the Conflagration of Thu ; and to how 
long Continnance this Succeſſion may be cx- 
tended, | will not pretend to judge. 'T were 
great Temerity and Preſumption, for any 
Mortal to ſay, Hithernnto will it proceea, 
and no Farther ; and here will God reſt, | 
and put a Period to the Exerciſe of kis Crea- | 
tive Power and Virtue. 

9. In thoſe Orher Worlds palt, preſent, 
and to come, there may have been, and 
there may be Yarioxs Kinds of Beings; of 

which 


| 
C 
C 
( 
/ 
I 
| 


— —O—_ — Ed — _— — 
IP=—_— - 
—_— COTE 5 = _ 
— Se ——_— m—_— - 


al 


- 


The Future"State, &c. 33 


= * which:we have no:Knowledge | or -Cogni- 

12 zance. in\Zhw.' - The Kinds of Beingy here 
2 Below, fite-exceeding Naviteromy, as Liave. 

obſerved;already ;, and differing Conmreys 
' Dj. 90 produce differing Species and Kinds of 
7.  Creatures:: | America 'will>farnifh us with 
X Herb: and: Trees, Fruits and Minerals, with 
Fiſh and -Fowls of Other Natures and Qua- 
wr lities; thap- any. thatare>found in Exrope. 

"7 | Africa, andthe Sonrbert iſlands do abound 


le her with many: things, that Aſia and the. Nor- 

wit” ther Cointreys are utter Strangers unto. 

0 all ...Jo. Andif Several Gntreys, on the. Sur- 

we? ' face of the fame Earth, do furniſh to: us 
7 Fariow:'and: Differing Beings ; we-may 

__ reaſonably -jadge, that Several Worlds. in 


* the ſame-UVuaiverſe or Creation, will ſapply 
TRE with-yery. great /ericty and\. Difference: 
bo Of Creatures, s Nis; vn 25230 Þ 
HOW = . 1 t»: There may be Swrdry Gradual Dif- 
- EX” | ferences among the-Same Kinds of Beings: 
Thus *tis vn Earth; and ſo it may: bein 
my - Other Paits of God's: Creation,. amongſt 
ec1, | Men that are of the ſane Specifick Nature. 
* Gradual / arzeties are almoſt Infinite 3 ſome 

have the'Perfe&tions of Arpels almoſt; and 
others.are raiſed but 4ittle above the Craf- 
tier ſort of Brutes : And the. [ntermediate 
Differences between theſe Exrreams, are 
hy 4 | innumerable. And the ſame may be ob- 
_: ſerved 
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ſerved in ocher Kixds of Beings. And this 
Variity, together with the ſeveral. Cauſes, 
z; and Ews thereof, will d 


Ons 


deubt} will d CO —_— Va- 


riety of Wonderr't6 our Med Li. Tis 
the Palace of the Great King tis: the: 


of God; the Place whetein he gives 
the preateft Demonſtrations of his Glvrivm 


Perfettionrs, and=eſpecially of his Kindneſs, 


and remunerating Boanty and Grace : And 
certainly, fuch a Place muſt needs be very 
Ninflriows ; it muſt be adorned with-things 
Great and Wonderful ;, it muſt be emnbellith- 
ed with what will cxeate Exraſcrand Admu- 
ration, Nothing fear is ſeen inthe Corrs 
of Great Kings; all things There ate full of 
Spletdonr, Starelyy agnificentt, 'and be- 


coming This Grandenr | and 'Greameſs : ' 


And' it! cannot be ſuppoſed,. but: chat the 


Great Subje& and [Matter for Speculati- | 
"ve. The ne Heavens (there isno | 


: 


1 
[ 
"a 
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Gner of Heaven: will be as Worthy of God, 


and'as-Swirabte to. his Greatneſs, as'are the 
Cores of Mortal Kings, =» | 
13. The Diftance i God, and the 


Greateſt Monarchs upon Earth, is Jrifimite ; | 
there is no Analkpy or Proportion between | 


their Greatneſs. . What Proportion is there 
betwecn the Waters of the Sea, and the 
Hollow 


"Þ 
be 
1 oF 
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 #* The Future State, &c. 35 


. 
4 


I this 7 Hollow of a Man's Hanis ? What Propor- 
ts, © tion is there betweeri the Duſt of the Earth, 
d *arid a Meſure ? Some Proportion there is 
dati-- between them, becauſe they are all Fimre : 
| But between God, and his Creatures, even 
isno the Greateſt and moſt Sublime amongſt 
Ya them, there is no Proportion : God being 
"Tis of 'Boxndleſs and Infinite Perfeftions.; and 
;: the. they being all of Limited Nature and Qua- 
TIVES lities; 
rivm = 14. If we may = at the Glory of the 
meſs, Conrt of God, by the Tranſcendent Great- 
And neſs of his Efſence and PerfeQions, (and I 
very know not by what elſe we may make out 
ings ConjeQures concerning it) we muſt ſay, 
lick That the Spleridory of it, ſurpaſſes that of 
41s the Conrts of Mortal Kings, almott as much 
mots as God ſurpaſſes Them. The Fabrick of 
Il of |Heaven, that Houſe not made with Hands, 
be- tranſcends the moſt Pompous Palaces of 
eſs : | Princes, almoſt as nmch as God Tranſcends 
the Them in Power, Srate, and Glory. 
Zed, 15: In the Kingdom of God, (at leaft, 
the after the Reſurreft:on) Man will be Com» 
-  pouhded of a Body and'a Soul: And this 
the Gloriow Fabrick wilt contribute muck to- 
ire; | wards the Happineſs of both. "Twill be 
een © art ObjeQ, and a State fiitable-to the Sen- 
ere f fes and Appetites of the Glorious and Spi- 
the & rirual Bodies, where-withal they will be 
low © C 2 endows- 
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endowed. What thoſe Senſes and Appe- | 
tites will be, I cannot define; nor bool 
Great the Changes and Advantages will be, 
that they will receive with the C hange and 
Alteration of the Body, on that Great Day: 
But all confeſs, (and there is no doubt of 
it) That the Oe will be the Xue, and the 
Meaſure of the Other ;, the Change of the 
Body will give Law (as it were) to the 
Change of the Senſes, and Bodily Appetites, 
that ſhall be continued unto it, i 8 
15, But 'tis the Sox, that will receive 
the Createſt Advantage, and Happineſs, 
by the Injoyment .and Poſſeſſion, of this 
Heuſe of God : Thereby it will learn nuch 
of the Divine Excellencies and -Per{ ets 
ons ; much of his Tower, * Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs; much of hisiLove and Kingneſs; 
much of the Unfathomable Riches.ot, his / 
Grace. And *tis therein, that the, Happi- * 
neſs of an doth confilt ; that'L conceive, 
is the /:ſion of God, in which almoſt all. Ds. 
vines do place the Sapreme Felicity and Hap 
pineſs. | 
17. 'Yet cither Valuntarily, or by Com: 
mand, the Bleſſed Inhabitants of Heaven) 
may leave thoſe Happy Manſions, and tra} 
verſe and view the Whole Creation of God; 
Here we may obſerve Men travelling from 
One Kirgdom to Another, to obſerve the) 
Ma 
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Appe- 


how 3 Aarmers, and Cuſtoms, the Laws, Govern- 
ill ww] ment, and Inſtitutions, by which they are 
;* Governed, and inder which they Live; 
Day: 3 alſo, to take Knowledge of whatſoever 
abt © is Rare and Fecultar, Stapend:ous and Worthy 
d the of Obſervation. And 1 do not know, but 
of -the "be Bleſſi-d may paſs from One Parr of the 
Wotd to Another, and behold what-ever 
is Curions and Admirable in them: And 
what Wonders of Power, Wiſdom, and 
\ceive * Goodneſs may be found in every of them, 
inefs who can imagine ? And how nuch of the 
# thi Glory of the Divine Attributes may be 7l- 
much. {#ſtrated by them, who can determine ? 
left 18. The Scriptures do afſure us, That 
nd the Holy Ages do, ſometimes converſe, 
drab: and are imployed here Below. ?Though 
f his : Heaven be their Home and Countrey, and 
| appi- . they be therefore called the Ange!s of Hea- 
ceive, 2" 3 yet ſometimes they ſpend a little 
11. p;, Time on Earth ; and many things do they , 
Hap obſerve and learn Here. What they know 
of the Redemption of the World by a Savi- 
our, and of the Warfare that is betwixt the 


re and 


'o the 
C1127 


09 © Seed of the Woman, andthe Seed of the Ser- 
d tr 2 pemt, they know by the Church, and the 
fGo pl Reve/ationy that are made unto itz, together 


with theExperience that they have of the 
Condud and' Sueceſs' theteof. And if the 
Holy "Anve!s'of Heaven learn many things 

C 3 fron 
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from Thi Earth, the Bleſſed may learn ma- | 
ny things from Thi and Other Worlds, and 3 
Parts of God's Creation. is 
19. For ſomething may be known of 
God, which the Heaven of Heavens doth 
not reveal or diſcover ; though they be a 
moſt 7!luſtrions Glaſs, in which the Face of 
God may be ſeen; yet I amnot ſure, that 
they do reveal all that the Bleſſed are ca- 
pable of Knowing concerning him. Some- 
thing the Bleſſed may learn in Other Part; 
of the Univerſe, which they cannot learn in 
the Paradiſe of God : Not that Gog could 
not make it known unto them There; but 
he chuſes Several Creatures, and Several 
Parts of the Creation; upon which to im- 
preſs the /mage and Foorſteps of his Pexfedti- 
ons, and by them to propoſe them to the 
View and Knowledge of Rational Beings ; 
for *tis they alone, that are capable of ſce- 
ing and beholding them. | 
20. All God's Works do manifeſt, and 
ſhew forth his Glorious Attribates and Per- 
fettions : The Firmament ſheweth his handy 
Wark: The Sun, Moon, and Stars, in their 
Eſſence, Regular Motions, Influences, and Ef- 
ftetts, do declare his Infinite Power, Wiſ- 
dom, and Goodneſs. © There is-npt a Crea- 
cure. in the Heavens, or in the Earth, which 
doth not teach and xevegl ſomething of the | 


ice. vt #; 


1. Admi- 


. } Admirable Excellency 

' And if This World, and all the Beings init, 
> do ſpeak forth the Glory and Perfetions of 
* the Great God, it-cannot be doubted, but 


"not, nor Canuet: learn 'any thi 
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that whatever Other Worlds there be, have 
been, or may be; will ſpeak the Sawe Lan- 
guage. God makes all things for Himſelf; 
that is, for the Diſcovery of Himſelf, and 
Illuſtration of his Baiwrdleſs Perfections, 
- 21. God. knows his Own Excellencies, 
and needs no Efetts far the Diſcgvery of 
them :. He needs not Th, os4ny, Ocher 
Woyldy -t@ acquaint himſelf with, the Extent 
of his Power, his Wiſdon, ar tis 'Good- 
neſs. . Theſe, and all his other. Attributes, 
are Perfettly underſtood by kim. He Dath 
cogcerning 
them, from the Works of his Hands. - His 
Creatures do not teach him Knowledge, nor 
doth he gain any Tnderſtanding by the Et 
fefts of his Creative Rower and. Virtue. / , 

- -22, . Therefore Axaſonahle Creatares mult 
contemplate, 8nd behold them or *twill 
be Very hard, in gay Apprehenſion, to. give 
any fair Account of them. Of, what Uſe 
were the Heavens, andthe Earrh, the Sea, 
and the Dry Growd, with thoſe various, 
and almok innumerable ſorts ang kinds of 


Beings, that are in. it, if there, were no In- 
teligens Brings, tg wk V 194.200 oo 
9 4 


der 
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ſider them ? Why were' they Made ?-and 
why did God engrave his Own Image, and 


oY 


: _ 


"A 


impreſs the Charatters of his Own Perfe- © ct 


frions on them, if there wereno /mebettual 
Effences to obſervethem ? And if this Fa- 
brick-that our Eyes behold, were made to 
be a Glaſs, in which Men and Angels might 
ſee, - and contemplate-the Glory of its Ma- 
ker ; ſuch will be the Uſe of all Ozher 
Worlds, that have been,” are, or may be: 
They will be alſo Mivrars,' in which un- 
derftanding and intelligent Beings will be- 
hold” the Glory of God, and among them 
the Blefſed-Inhabitants of Heaven. ' 

23: *Tis true; in the'Preſent Stare, and 
by reaſon of the Darkneſs and Impotence 
that' Sm"hath introdſiced upon the'Soxl of 
Man, this World is in great degree uſeleſs, 
with regard tothe Principal 'and Main end 
of it : ? Twas Built, Framed, and Faſhion- 


ed, to Reveal God unto them ; and-it bears + 


very Apparent Charattets of a- Deity upon 
it. But :Man is-Blimdy' and cannot See 
them ; -or' Lazy and Negligent, and will 


.not obſerve them 5 6r iingiged in the Pro- 
-Fecution of ' Pleaſures, Profits, and Honours, 
-and'cannot-attend to conſider them: But, 


in 'my "Opinion, this 6nly proves;-* That 


"there are other Intelleftyel "Beings, thit do 
contemplate God! in the Setigral Creatyres, 


and 


* 
= 


and | and Sorts of Efſences, that are here below : 
» and \ And that thoagh the World were made 


erfe. © 


Hal 
5 Fa- 
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chiefly to reveal God to Man, yet that wag 
not the Only Uſe of it; but that Ange!s 
might therein ſee and behold the Glory of 
God. And if This World were made partly 
for the Uſe and Contemplation of Arzets; 
tis no: improbable, but that This, and Orher 
Worlds, may be alſo made, partly for the 
Liſe and'Conternplation of the Bleſſed and 
G orified Saints of Heaven. | 

24. Yet'l muſt add, That This World 
is of ”Ufe to'Mankind. Some among ther 
do See and Piſcerna God of Infinite Excel- 
ſency and PerfeQtion therein; and Afrre 
might do fo, if they would-apply themſelves 
to Conſider it. Thongh $2 bath darkned 
the Eye of the 14nd, it hath not Urrerly 
extinguiſhed, and pur it o'r, Something 
it may (till See of Ged, in the Creation, if it 
would put it ſelf on the Meditarion of them. 
But if it were granted, That 1{z7hind were 
utterly -difabled from Seeing or Learning 2- 
ny thing of God, from the Things that are 


” foen; yet it would not follow, that it 


were Uſeleſs to'him. Things may be in 
their 'own Nature Uſeful; to certain Ends 
81d Purpoſes; though Merr may have /+- 
hmtarily made "themſelves 'theapable of U- 
fing them: Wholfom Mcat #h& Dfihk may 

I be 
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4 
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be Vſefu for the nouriſhing of Humane Bo- | 
dies ; though Same Perſons may have ſo in- _ 
jured their Conſtitution, and deſtroyed their |. 


Stomachs and Digeſtive Faculties by Intem- * 
pou that they are uncapable of ma- | 
i 


ng that Vſe of it. And ?tis'certain, that 
the World were of Uſe to teach Men God, 
though Man were Utterly diſabled ſo to 
Uſe and Imploy it. 

25. The Sum of what [| have faid in this 
Chapter, is this: The World in which we 


Live, and do Behold, is of very Largeand : 


Great Extent ; the Species, and Kinds of Be- 
ings init, are Very greatly Numerous. There 
may have been Other Worlds Pre-exiſtent 
to This ;, there may be Athers Co-cxiſtent 


w x #7 
a _ 


: . W___ 


with it, and Orhers may Succeed it, to an | 
Indefinits and Vulimited Period. All Gods | 


Works Shew forth his Glory ; they are Uſe. | 


Ly 


leſs to their main End and Intention, if * 


there be no Intelligent Natures to Behold 


and Conſider them. Avgels do Behold and © 


Confider the Works of God in Thus Subluna- 

World : And *tis not improbable, in my 
Chama, that the G /or:0ws Saints of Hea+ 
ven may ſee- and behold the &lory of God, 
in the Works that he hath made. and done 
in Th, and many Other, Worlds : And ſa 
Great,and almoſt Infiritely various may they 
be, as to-migiſter Erernal Matter of Cons 


templa- 


wo age te - 
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; templation, and an Increaſe of Knowledge 
+ | for evermore. 


D ————_ 


CHA P. IV. 


Of the Several Ways and Means of 
ebtamins Knowledge ; and, 
firſt, of Knowledge by Intur- 


r10Nn. 


1, He Ways and Means of Obtaining 
T and Increaſing Knowledge, are Va- 
rious : 1 ſhall reduce them to theſe Heads $ 
I. Intuition. 2. Hiſtorical Narration. 3. Re- 
velation. 4. Diſcurſrve Argumentation, That 
I be not miſunderſtood, I ſhall here pre- 
miſe, That I donot Poſitively affirm, that 
the Knowledge of the Blefſed will increaſe 
by all -Thbeſe Ways in the World to come, 
nor that there are no Other Ways of ma- 
king Addition to it. All that I ſhall af- 
firm, is, That 'tis Poſſible, yea, and Pra- 
bable, that it may be augmented by them. 
2. By Intuition, 1 mean a preſent Hſpe- 
fion' of Things ; or a View of them, as 
they are preſented to us, and ſet before 
us, Knowledge of things by prefent Irui- 
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Yon, is diſtinguiſhed from that Kow/edge 
of things that we have by conſidering the 
Signs, Images, and Repreſentations of them. 
The XK »ow/edge that I have of Perſons, Ci- 
ties, Villages, and Courntreys, by ocular and 
preſent InſpeQion, differs from the Know- 
{edze that I have of them by viewing their 


Pittares and Statues, or inſpetting the Maps : 


and Del/ineations of them. The Knowledge 
that we have of the Glory of the King- 
dom of God, and the Perſon of our Saviour 
in it, differs much from that which - the 
Blefſed Saints and Angels have concerning 
them. Theirs is Preſent and Intuitive, Ours 
is Abſent and Abſtraftive. We obtain it 
by conſidering the Reporrs that are made, 
and the Deſcriptions that are given of them 
in the Book of God : Whereas Theirs is at- 
tained by the Yiſion, Preſence, and Inſpe- 
flion of thoſe things themſelves, | 

3. In this World, *tis but very little 
that we know by Intuition; and the Rea- 
ſons arc, our Preſence is Limited and Con- 
fined : We are fixed to a Little Spot of 
Ged”s Creation; and can View, at once, but 
few of the Creatures of God. And though 
by Local NMetion, we are able to remove 
our ſelves from Place to Place, and view 
Many things Succeſſively, by preſent 1ntui- 
$07, which at Once we cannot do. yet the 
Sphere 


_ 
5 J 
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S Sphere of. our Aﬀivity is ſmall; and ?cis 


with Difficulty and Slow Afetions, that w 
do paſs through it. Ir. tzkes up a Great 
deal of time, to inſpe& the Beings that 
may be ſeen in a Greamference of a few 
Miles Diameter ;, and *tis- not done with, 
out ſome Toyl and Labour : And much 
more muſt be imploycd to view a Circam-, 
ference, or Space, whoſe Diameter is Ma:, 
ny Niles, and of Large Extenſion. . 
4. Two things will very much augment 
and increaſe the /ntuitive Knowledge of thi 
Bleſſed ; and thoſe are the Exrenſion ? 
their Preſence, and a Fac:l;ity of moving 
from Place to Place : Theſe, | do humbly, 
conceive, will be very Great Advantages 
unto them therein. Peradventure, their 
Preſence may be ſo Extenſive, that b 
Means thereof they may inſpz& and behol 
more things at. One View, than we can Suc+, 
ceſſwve'y, ayd;on2 after another, in Many 
Years : Andy it may be, their 1/otton nay 
be almaſt as quick, as the Beams of Lights 
and they .may.paſs the [aypenſe Spaces of 
the Univer[c,, in the Twinkjing. of an Eye, 
or at leaſt with Jcreable Swiftneſs, and 
in a Very Small Space of time. But theſe 
things muſt be ſpoken to ſomething af? 


at large, and ſomething 47ore particularly, 


that they may-appear a Lizzie Probable, if 
not Vndonbredly Certain. 5. Tho” 
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5. Tho? the Preſence of the'Blefſed in © 
the Future World, will be certainly Definite © 
and Limited; for their Advancement to ! 
Bliſs and Glory, will not make them fo | 


Many Gods ; their ptoper Natures will 
Rilf remain : They will be Men in Heaver, 
as truly as they were on Earth. But tho? 
they continue Men, yet 1 do (with Submiſ- 
fion) conceive, that their Preſence will be 
much more” Exrenſeve, and Large, than 
now it is: Andin all likelihood, the Ex- 
fenſion of theit Preſence may be Yaried 
There, according to the Yrzery of thcir 


Graces and Virtues, their Faith arid their 


Obedience, Here. 

6, Our Loyd Jeſus remains a True Mart 
in his G lorified Eſtate ; and yet, certainly, 
his Preſence is much More Extenſive, than 
When he dwelt upon Earth : When he was 
upon Earth, *trwas as much Limited, and 
Confined, as that of . Other Men : But it 
ſeems to me utterly Improbable, that it 
ſhould continne or remain fo;-now he is 
in Heaven. Then he was able'to inſpe&, 
and view by Intuition, no morethan others 
that were of Humane Race; for He was in 
all things made like unto them, Sin only ex- 
cepted : But now, perhaps, he may as cali- 
ly inſpe& the Whole G lobe of this Earth, and 

e Heaveys that Encompaſs and Surround 
: it, 
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it, as any of us can view a Globe or Gr+ 


' cunference of an Inch Diameter. 


7. For he is the Soveraign of Mankind : 
He is the Prince of the Kings of the Earth : 
He is (the Governour of the World : The 
Laws by which they ought to Live, nd 
by which they muſt be 7udged, are his 


: Laws. Sentence will paſs upon all Men, 


at the Great Day of Accomnts, according to 
their Obedience or Diſobedience to them. 
8. Beſides, He is our Great Interceſſs 


| withGod Almighty : But how can he Hear 


our Prayers, and Underſtand our Needs and 
Warts, unleſs he be Preſent with us, and 
do Inſpe# and Obſerve them? Can he [= 


' tercede for what he Knows not ? Or can he 


Know what he doth not Hear ? Or can he 
Hear where he is not Preſent ? Or canhe 
be Preſent with all thoſe that call upon him, 
unleſs his Preſence be of Large and Exten- 
frve Nature ? Is not his Name called upon, 
from the Riſing of the Sun, to the Goint 
down of the ſame ? And'can all thoſe Pray- 
ers come before him, unleſs his Preſexte 
be very Diffuſive, and extended with the 
Fabrick of Earth and Heaven ? 

9. In the mean time, I am not about to 
affirm the Vbiquiry of Chriſt*s Bodily Pre« 
ſence, nor to determine the Manner of it. 
| ſuppoſe his Preſence of no greater Ex- 

renſton, 
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tenſion, than his Government z/ and his Go © 
vernment, no larger than the Extent of his ' 


Redemption ; and what elſe may be Neceſ- | 


ſary for the ProteRtion and Preſervation of - 


his. Church and People. And as to what 
concerns the Manner of his Preſence, 1 de- 
termine nothing : -,7 Tis but. litelethat we 
know of the MNatife of our Own Souls, 


whil'K they are inthe Body , and therefore, © 


can pretend to know little of the 'Soul of 
oor Saviour, finee. it is cloathed ;with 1 


Glorious Body. Nhat is the Nature, of that | 


Body, and what'are its Exeenſcons,.' how 
the Soul is Joyned to it, and doth Ature 
and-Enliven ity, and by what T xbes and: Op- 
tiths it doth View. and take Copnit ance of 
the-Af airs of Meny.: | cinnot tell ;\ but that 


% 
- 


Jeſus, Chriſt, even.\n his Humang, Nature, | 


hath ſome Knowledge of them,. 1 thing can» 
not be doubted. © © , aid 1 

' 9. To ſay of Girift, as the Pggifts do 
of. the Saints and Angels, to whom they 
addreſs their Prayers, gives me.no'Satisfa- 
Aion : They tell us, 1 hat God Hears the 
Prayers that they. preſ:nt unto.them, and 
acquaints them with them, that' they may 
Again Off er and Preſent them to him. This, 
and ſome other [probable Accounts do they 


= £428 . 
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give of their Praying:to Saints -and. Angels, | 


when #roteſtants &o tell them, That they 
cannot 
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cannot poſſibly take Cognizance of them, 
by reaſon that their Preſence is of Limited 
and Determimate Nature. 

1 . For what is the Advantage of the 
Man Chriſt 7eſus,abov *Angels and Saints,if 
he Poſſeſs and enjoy no Greater Perfettions, 
tha! they do? 't cannot he doubtel,but that 
They may underſtand the Ne- /s 1nd VVants 


+ of Mengif God will 215m unto them : 
And if Chriſt Jefiw comes no oth-rwiſe by 


the Know/edge of rim, what is his Excel- 
lency, aad whit are his Advantages (at 


! leaſt, in that Kind) grenter than | heirs? 


Aid how hat'i he a VVame above every 
Name, not only in This Wor'd, but alſo in 
That which is To come? \nd how hath He in 


" all things the Prehem:nence ? - Sir: ly, theſe 
: Expreſſions of Scripture do import Somme 
 Exc:llencies and Advantages Peculiar to 


the Human Nature of Chriſt Zeſs, which 
Saints and Angels are uncapablz of. 


12. Morcover, Chriſt Jeſus is the Head 
of his Church, even in his Humane Nature ; 
and from Him the Holy Spirit is communi- 
cat'd, by the Means of his Ordinances, to 
all the Members of it : But how can this 
be, without Knowledge ? Or how can he 
know the Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity of it to 
the Several and Single Members of His Bo- 

D 


dy, 
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dy, without Largeneſs of Preſence ? The 
eaſon of the Divine Omniſcience, is de- 
rived from his Omnipreſence. God knows 


— g* 
pt TEST 


all things, becauſe he is Preſeut Every © 


Where : And I do hugbly think, that the 


Extenfiveneſs of our Saviour's Knowledge, | 


bears proportion with the Extent of his Pre- 
ſence. 


Man, and as Mediator, is the great and 


13. In brief, Chri## Feſws conſidered as | 


eneral Adminiſtrator of all the Aﬀairs of - 
this Hoamane World. Whatſoever is done | 
in it, he does it; for all Power in Heaven | 
and Earth, is given to him: and God hath * 


given him Power Over all Fleſh ; all things 

are made Subjeft to Him; and he is the 
Head over all things tothe Church. Theſe 
things, with many more of like importance, 
the Holy Scriptures do affert concerning 
Him: But how the Power thus given to 
Chriſt, can be exerciſed without Knowledge 
of the Affairs of the World, and of the 
Church, (I mean, an Intuirive Knowledge 
of them) nor how he can have any Knew- 
ledge of them, without great Extenſion of 
Preſence, is beyond all Imagination, or poſ- 
ſibility of Conception. 

14- Great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs ; 
and certainly, even the Man Chrift Feſus, 
is a far more Glorious Pe rſon, than oe 

mo 


EMO La 7 


ROBIN wa; a A577 


The Future State, &c. 51 


moſt of Chriſtians, yea, or of Chriſtian 
Divines, do conceive or apprehend. He 
is called the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and com- 
pared to Light , $snd doth Enlzgbten all 
the Intelleual World. He is the Expreſs 
Image of his Father”s Perſon : That is, per- 
haps, the moſt Lively Charatter and Ex- 
preſſion of the Deity, that is among Created 
Beings. He is Sat down onthe Right Hand 
of the Majeſty on High : That 1s, He is 
next the Pure Godhead, the moſt Nuſtri- 
ors Efſence in the World, His Power, Wiſ- 
dom, Goodneſs, Preſence, and other Attri- 
butes, are far Superiour to thoſe of any 0+ 
ther Creatures z and they approach ſonear 
thoſe of God himſelf, as to be an Apt and 

Fair Reſemblance of them. 
is. Ler no Man miſunderſtand me in 
what I have ſaid concerning the Humane 
Nature of Chriſt Feſus. 1 do not aſſert the 
Ubiguity of it ; nor do I deny his Divine ; 
or the Union thereof to the Humane. | 
Extend the Preſence of his Humane Nature 
no farther, than the Nature of his Uedia- 
tory Office doth require it. He is the Great 
Prophet, Prieſt, and King of Humane Race : 
And as far as the Exerciſe of theſe ſeveral 
Offices do require his Preſence, fo far [ 
Extend it, and no farther : Though I will 
not determine, that theſe arc the Bounds or 
D 2 Limits 
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Limits of it. And touching the Doctrine 
of the T: my, and the Union of the Eter- 
nal V o:d with the Humane Nature, | c- 


CUE - 


ſteem it the Great L ſſential, as well as the © 


Great Myſtery. of the Chriſt tan Religion ; and 
do very hrartily betieve it, 

19. If any Van (hai! doubt the Truth of 
what I have ſud, concerning the Preſence 


of Chriſt's Humane Nature, becauſe he is / 


not able to compr-hend or imagine the 
Manner of it: lanſwer; The Exiſtence 
of Multitudes of things. 15 Certain ; though 
the manner thereof may te lncomprebenſible: 
The Exiſter.ce of the Humane Soul inthe Bo- 
dy, is Certain, and that it gives Life and 
Motion to it ; but how *tis United, and b 
what 7:es and Ligaments "tis faſtened there, 
and how it gives Life and 1; otion to it, no 
Man-can tell. That C2:/drez are Formed 
in their Meather*'s Wombs, and that Birds 
and Fouls are Formed of Eogs, is Untleny- 
able; but how theſe things are done, no 
Man is able to inform us 


17. Beſides, we arc ignorant of the Na- | 


ture of Humane Minds, and what Improve- 
ments they are capable of being advanced 
unto, aſter they are freed from their Groſs 
and Heavy Bodies : And we know as little 
of the Nature of thoſ- Spiritual Bodies, 
where-withal we ſhall be inveited at the 

Reſur- 
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Reſurreftion, and which Chriſt Jeſus is 
already cloathed withal in the Heavens. 
Peradventure, the So'1] of our Saviour may 
be ſo far adva'iced and perfected, as to be 
able to aQuate a Spiritual Pody of very vait 
Dimenſims : And this Body nzav penetrate 
all Groſs and Material Bodies, even as 
Lizht doth the Pureſt Chrifial. So that, to 
deny the Preſence of Chriſt's Hume Na+ 
tare, becauſe we cannot comprehend [the 
manner of it, (eſpecially fince we know 
ſo lirtle of the Capacity of a /{umar'e Mind, 
and ſic was that of Chyi/t /eſus) or cf the 
Nature of that Sp:ritual and loricus Foy, 
which is the Tabernacle ard Habitation of 
it) 151 thir:\t, Linreaſonable. 

18. Bur, after all thar ] have Gaid 0:1 this 
Subject, 1 {hail add =— much - | do not 
confidently aſhrm it; 1 only propoſe it to 
the Confideration of Free and Vuprejuaiced 
Mirds ;, and leave th-m filly thi Librty 
to Embrace or Rey-& it, as thev fer Cv fr: 
Only I woald dcfire them we !t to conlider, 
how many and ercat things the Scrrpricre 
ſp-2":5 « f the Man Coin Feſnes in Him 
Dells al the Frilnefs of the Gothran: Ve 
is filled with the Holy Spirit, that ho may 
be a Head of Fital Influence to all his Meme 
b-rs: He isthe Univer Cav oiver, and 
L1oht of all Vien; 2nd will be the Uiive re 
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fal Zudge of all the World : Which doth 
imply great Largeneſs of Knowledge, Wiſ- 


4 
= 


dom, and Power ;, and by conſequence, a ve= ® 


ry Extenſrve Preſence. 

19. But what means all this long Dif- 
courſe ? Why this? If Extenſion of Pre- 
ſence be Reconcileable, and Contiſtent with 
the Humane Nature of our Saviour, in his 
Glorified Eſtate; it may be Reconcilcable 
with it in the Bleſſed. If he be a True Man, 
notwithſtanding, his Preſence is Extended 
to very vaſt Diſtances: The Bleſſed may 
be ſo, though their Preſence be Extended 
in ſome Good Degree and Meaſure, And if 
the Humane Nature in the Holy Jeſws be 
capable of theſe Extenſions, and this Ampli- 
tude, the ſame Nature is capable of it in 
the Bleſſed, in their Degree and Proporti- 
on. 
20, And this Extenſion of Preſence will 
very much increaſe their Jntuitrve Know- 
ledge ; they will be able to ſee and obſerve, 
at one View, much of the Works of God, 
and many of the Produttions of his Infinite 
Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. By it they 
will be able to obſerve the Connexion and 
Deperdance of things on cach other ; and 
conſequently, the Beauty and Harmony of 
them,which will very much Met & Delight 
them. He that beholds one Piece, or Part 
of 
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| of a Curions Pifture or Statxe, 1s not Mo- 
2 ved or Delighted by it; but he that be- 


F, 
r 
[oh 


holds it altogether, and obſerves the Kela- 
tion and Symmerry of its Parts to, and with 
each other, is even tranſported with the 
Admiration of it. He that Views only one 
Part of a Lendrkzp, finds peradventure but 
little Pleaſure in the Proſpe@ of it ; but 
he that Sees it altogether, and in irs whole 
Extent and Dimenſions, finds a Aarvellow 
Complaiſance therein, 

21, Though this Extenſfimr of Preſence 
in the Future State {ſhould be doubted, and 
conſequently, the Increaſe of Intmrrive Know- 
ledge thereby ; yet it may be very much 
increaſed, by Facility of Morzon, from Place 
to Place; which almoſt all Dzvines and 
Chriſtians do acknowledge a Power or Pro- 
perty Inherent in the Bleſſed. All confeſs 
a Power of removing themſelves from one 
determinate Spot of the Univerſe, to ano- 
ther, with Incredible Swiftneſs, For a- 
mongſt other Properties of the Cloriom 
Bodies, where-with they will be inveſted 
at the Reſurreftion, they reckon Quickneſs 
and Azlity for Motion and Aftion. And 
ſurely, Spiritual Bodies are, in their own 
Nature, more Agile, and Fir for Motion, 
than theſe Groſs and Exrthly Bodies, that we, 


now bear about with us. , 
D 4 22, The 


56 The Future State, '&c. 


22. The'Bleſfſed being thus Aoile, and 4 to 


* 1s 
» th 


> th 


Fit for Motion, they may as calily paſs 
from World to World, or from One part 
of the Univerſe, to Another, as we do 
from Yilage to Yilage in the Country, or 


from Street to Street 1n a vaſt and popu- | 


lous City. Some Philoſophers have ima- | 


gined the Sun, Moon, and Stars, with 0- 
ther Planetary Bod-es, to be ſo many Ha- 
bitable Worlds; and the Learned Hevelins 
hath lately given us a Map of the Joon, 
in which he hath deſcribed and diſtinguiſh- 
cd the ſeveral Seas and Cuumntreys in it. 
23. And if the Moon be an Habitable 
World, (as it is not altogether Improba- 


>» 4 
the? 
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ble) I ſee no reaſon, why we may not think *: 


the ſame of all the other Luminow Bodies, 


that are placed in the Expanded Heavens : 


If that Planer be a World much like our © 
Earth, the Sun may be a World ſomething 


advanced above it, in Lyſtre, and in Glory : 
And the Inhabitants thereof may be 1711«- 
ſtrieows in proportion to their Countrey, 
and cxccl Us who live .upon This Earth, 
as much as the Luſtre and Brightneſs of the 
One, ſurmounts the Shadows and Darkneſs 
of the Other. 

24- And the Bleſſed being of a Very A- 
flive Nature, and capable of moving with 
Velocity and Swifineſs, may ſtep from Star 

to 
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and } to Star, and Intuitively obſerve what-ever 
Daſs * is Wonderful, and Worthy of Obſervation 
art } there. They may obſerve what-ever in 
do © them is fit to Exalt the Honeur, and Ad- 
,or © vance the Prayens of their Great Creatour - 
pu- | And it needs not to be doubted, but-they 
na- ; will find Sufficient Reaſons and Occaſions 
'0- > forit. There is ſomething Great in all the 
- * Works of God upon the Surface of this 
[1144 F Earth, and in the Seas and Rzvers, that 
= run within the Banks and Shores thereof. 
* And ſurely, the more [tuſtriow Worlds, and 

| Parts of the Creation, will produce things 
ble © valtly Greater than any that are found Here 


2a- - below, and more Worthy of Admirati- 
nk *. on. 

es, 25. But no Part of the Univerſe will 
5s: © producethings ſo Great, as will the Cour 


ur ; of Heaven : There ſhall we ſce and behold 
ng ©, the Braveſt, the molt Srate'y, and mot 


y : Magnificent EffzQs of the Divine Power, 
"= Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. And how Great 
y, + is the Extent of that Glortons Palace, and 


h, ; what great Variety of Beings may be found 
1 > There, who can determine ? Ifthe Earth; 


ſs 7} compared with the Heavens,be but a Point ; 
* the Heavens, compared with the Heaven 
1- 3 of Heaven, may be much more ſo; rhe 


h 3 Extent thereof, may be almoſt Infinire. And 
os #* though there ſhould be no Other Worlds, 
0 eſther 
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cither Paſt, Preſent, or to Come z yet even © an; 
That alone might employ Ererna! Ages, to pl; 
view and behold the Wonders, and the v lo- ; Pl 
ries of it. "thy 

26, There may be various Kinds of Ra. © ing 
tional and Hntelleftual Eſſences or Beings, © an 
There may be Pure Minds, and ſuch as © rio 
are utterly /mmaterial ; and there may be © ſe; 
Several Gradnal Differences amongſt them. © T 
There may be Angels Incorporate, and fur- | 
niſhed with Arterial Organs; much of | th 
the ſame Nature with thoſe, where-with © Cl 
the Bleſſed will be endued at the Reſurrefi- L 
&7 : Andamong theſe, there may be very # 
many Gradations, and Modal Differences © t 
and Diſtintions; and among the Sainrs, © 
the Gradnal Differences may be very great | 
and many; and ſo may be the Reaſons of | 
them. And all theſe will lie open to our © 
View ard Meditation. 

27. What Kinds of Beings may be de- 
ſngncd and prepared for the Ornament of 
the New Jeruſalem, that City of the Living 
Ged, I cannot ſay or determine: But for- 
aſmnch as there are niany things Here be. | 
low, which (befides the I[{laftration of the 
Divine Perfettions) ſeem to be of little or © 
no uſe, unleſs it be to Embelliſh and Adorn 
the World, and render it Pleaſant to our 
View ; ſo*tis probable, that in the Houſe 


and 
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even and Kingdomof God, many things may be 
$,to placed there, to make it Zeantiful and 
0 lo-Þ Pleaſant to thoſe that ſhall be thought Wor- 
—_ Frhyof Admiſſion Thither. And theſe Be- 
Ra. + ings may be of Several Kinds and Natures, 
Ngs. ® and may miniſter Matter to our Contempla> 
| as © rior, as well as Pleaſure to the Bodily Sens 
'/ be © ſes, where-withall we ſhall be endued 
em. > There, 
ur- 28. But the moſt mating Wonder, 
of > that will be propoſed to the /ntwition and 


ith © Contemplation of the Bleſſed, will be our 
He | Lord Chriſt Jeſus. He that was ſometimes 
Ty # the moſt Deſpiſed of Mortal Men, is There 


ces © the Prince of the Kings of the Earth : He 
Ys, © that was the Contempt of Men, is the Objett 
*at |} even of Angel's Admiration : He that 
of > ſometimes ſtood before the Tribunal of Pon- 
ur 7 rins Pilate, is already Appeirred Judge of 
the Livino, and the Dead; and all muſt 
e- © come before his 7#dgment-Seat, and receive 
of © their Sentence from Him. And how preat 
9 | the Excellencies and Perfettions of this Feſin 
r- | are, who will undertake to Chara@erize or 
e. # Deſcribe ? 
e | 29. A God indeed, in the Hamane Na 
r > ture, He cannot be; but certainly, He is, 
» } and will retain, the moſt Gl:rrous and Rev 
r ſplendent Image of God, in the Whole Crea- 
e tion. He had never bcen Exalted far a» 
4 bove 
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bove all Principalities and Powers ; Angel: mm 
and Authorities had never been made Sub 5 
jea ro Him, ii tie had not greatly ſurpaſy FA 
ſed them in his Perſonal and Eſſentia. 1'er-" ry 
fettions and Advantages. His Power, Wiſe he 
dom, and Goodneſs, his Preſence, his { Prof Y 
vidence, his Government, and Empire, is? P 
much more Large and Per;ett, than that off 
any other Created £\l-nce : And therefore,}; 
He hath obtained 2 nore Excellent Na, 
than any of them; and is advanced, and ſet? g 
before them | 
30. Of this 7eſas, the Bleſſed will _ » 
a preſent Intu:tion; not only in his Perſonal, | 
but Politick Capacity: They will bzho!d 
him as Heal of Saints and Anzels; the! 
Captain-General of all the Hoſts of Hea- 
ven ; the molt /llutrious Being that preſides | 
over them ; and under the Pare Deity, Di- ® 
rects and Governs them, and Communt- 
cates Vital Influences unto them: For al- ' 
though the Scripture doth affure us, That 
(the Work of Man's Reſtaur ation and Sal- 0 
vation b2ing accompliſhed ) He ſhall Give + 
uy the Kingdom to God the Father 4 Yet [ | 
do conceive, that He will always retain the 
Honour and Title of the Saviour 4nd Re- 
deemer of Men; and that as the Sun doth 
Iliuſtrate this Inferiour World, ſo that Son 
of Righteouſneſs will Iluftrate the Supreme 
and 
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| 1 Heavenly Teruſalem, The Lamb i the 
gel _ % Ph bo Bleſſ-d ſhall Erernal- 


ud, © chold and [well in his Light, to their 
paſy :ncredible Pleaſnre and Satisfattion: But - 
þ. M* of th- ncreaſe of Knowledge by Jutwition, | 
voy have ſaid cnough 3 and the retorey here I'e 
""Y put a Yeriod to Thu Chapter. 
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C H A P. V. ; C4 
Of the Increaſe of Knowledge by : 


: v 
Revelation. f - 
E 


- Ry, «4 7 Hen God made Man, he endued % $1 

VV him with Reaſonable Faculties, hi 
and made him capable of Moral Govern- of 
ment : He was able to underſtand his Du- & (* 
ty; and by the Proſpett of Rewards & Y 
and Puniſhments, he could chuſe the Osſer- © tl 
vance, and refuſe the Neglett and Contempt © tc 
thereof, He was able to Scre and Diſcern rt 
the Meaning and Importance of the Divine 3 © 
Commandments ;, and he could, upon con- x b 


fideration of its Advantarves, chuſe Obedi- | 

exce; and onthe Previſion of its 17;ſchiefs, | f 

refuſe Difobedience and Sz. t 

2. The Laws, by which God intended || ! 

to Govern Mankind, were written in the | 

Nature of Things z and'from thence they |} * 

were to derive the Knowledoe of them. Þ © 

The ſ:veral Beings in the World, conſi- | 

dercd with Relation to God, and one Anc- 

. ther, arc the Signs 0i.tne Divine Will z and 
Divine 
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{ Divine Laws are nothing elſe, but he Sig- 
© nifications of God's Will, concerning Man's 
* Duty, Reward, and Puniſhment ;, and the 


Whole Creation (at leaſt, as far as Man is 


| capable of obſerving it) are the Revealing 
| Signs thereof. 


3. God did not Reveal all his Wi# con- 
cerning Man's Duty, (even whil'& Inno- 
cent) in the Natare of Things, but ſome 
Part of it: He made known even then, by 


* Supernatural Revelation. Such was the Pro- 


hibition of Eating of the Fruit of the Tree 
of Knowledge of Good and Evil : And ſuch 
(according to the Opinion of Some Divines) 


” was the Precept of Sacrificing Beats: For 
>. that Sacrifices of that Kind were offered 
' to God, whi {| Man continued /rcocent, 
: they think probable; becauſe God cloath- 
zZ edour Firſt Parents with Skins immediate- 
® ly afterthe Fal; which (they think) were 
. = the Skins of thoſe Beaſts that had been of- 

 fered in Sacrifice to God. Of the Firſt of 

» theſe Precepts, there is no doubt, but that 


it was made known by Szpernatural Reve- 
lation ; But whether Beafts were offered 
in Sacrifice before the Fall, ſzems very Vn- 


* certain, if not /mprobable;, and conſequent- 


ly, whether there were any Precept con- 
cerning it, till afterwards. For the Rea. 
fon of This Opinzon, | conceive, is not Va- 
lid « 
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lid ; and other Accounts are given of the 
Skins, where-with our Fir(t Parents were # 
cloathed, by Learned Divines and Expoſi- | 
tors. 

4- Since the Fall of Man, *tis Appa-ent, 
that inuch of :.od4*, Will hath been made | 
known tothe:n by Reve/ation. This no Man 
doth, or can do1bt, that Reads and Be- | 
lieves the Holy Scriptures. That the Seed 
of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Serpents | 
Head, was made known to Adam by Ke- 
velation, and, prradventure, ſome other F 
things, not Recorded in the Book, of God. 
That the World was to periſh by a De- 
luge, if they continucd in their Impeniter= Þ 
cy That God would no more Drown tae # 
World for its Wickedneſs, was Revea'ed | 
to Noah after the ſame manner. Many * 
things were ſo made known to Abraham, 
and the other Patriarchs; to Moſes, and Þ 
the Prophets, in ſucceeding Generations z | 
and after them to the Apoſtles of Chri#t Fe- | 
7. 

5- The Hiſtory of the Creation was 
known to Moſes, either by Immediate Re- 
velation, or by T7. '/t: from thoſe that at 
firſt receive it by Keve ation : For thogh 
the Creation of the World might be Col- 
lefted and Gathered from the Things that 
do appear ; yet the manner of it could not 
; polſibly 
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poſſibly be Colleed thence. How could 
it be known, that. God Created the Hea- 
vens, and the Earth; and that the Earth 
was without Form and Yoid ; and that he 
ſaid, Let there ' be Light, and there was 
Light; and that he Dsvided the Light from 
the Darkneſs ;, and called the One Day, and 
the Other Night; and that The Evening, 
and the Morning were the Firſt Day? And 
ſo on, according to the Hiſtory .and Ac- 
count that Moſes gives of it.” This could 
not be known otherwiſe, than by Revelar® 
on. There is nothing .in the Frame and 

Fabrick of Heaven and Earth, and the ſe- 
| veral Creatures in them, that give us an 
notice of the Manner and Order of their 
Creation. 2 4 

6. To paſs by many other cHings; The 
Government and Policy of the Fewiſh Nati- 


" * on, both Eccleſiaſtical and Ovil, was Efta- 


bliſhed by Immediate Revelation from A- 
bove : All their Laws were appointed by 
Ged himſelf : He was their Leg://ator. Their 
Government was a Theocracy. God was 
their Supreme Prince, and Ruled over 
them. Whatever | he required - of them 
as a Common-wealth, or a Church' ſeparate 
from all the Nations upon-Earth, ro his 
peculiar Worſhip and Service, was made 
known to thega by ——__ Their Laws, 

1 and 
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and Methods of Gevernment, were not the 2 
Produtts and Effefts of Reaſon upon the |: 
Conſideration of the Nature of Things ; but | 
of Druine, and (in many things) of Arbi- Þ 
trary Will, by Revelation. 
7 The Chriſtian Church is alſo thus E- 7 
ſtabliſhed : The great Author and Founder © je 
of it came out of the Boſom of God the F a- # 
tber, and appointed the Laws by which E 
tis Confliented, Ruled, and Governed. T ho' © 
tmany of thoſe Laws be of Natural Revela- | 
tor, yet even they were anew Revealed 
from Heaven; and other Laws, both for its 
Conſtitution and Adminiftration, were ®Z 
purely of Supernatural Appointment and : 
Inſtitution, F 
8. The Argelical Hoſt know much of Z 
the Will, Nature, Attributes, and Perfc- | af 
ions of God by Supernatural Revelation. he 
Thus they underſfiand the Will of God, Z ,. 
concerning Man's Salvation ; thus they be- |} ;c 
come acquainted with the Grace, Mercy, Þ ,, 
Pity, and Compaſſion of God towards Faln © 
Man, All that they know of theſe things, F 
is by the Revelations that God hath made to Fj ,, 
the Church, and World, concerning it. No- Þ 
thing thereof was, or could be learned from 


the Book of Nature : All. the Knowledge n_ 
= have concerning it, is-by Extraordina- ſec 
ry Mcthods of Diſcovery. - ris 


9. That 
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the | 9. That God was Placable, they might 
ue Perhaps inferre from the Conſideration of 
ri * his Nature, and his Works; but that he 
+ would be Reconciled unto them, they could 
r. © not know, till he Himſelf had declared it 
"© by Revelation. The Will of God is ſecret; 
w = and no Man or Angel can know, or un- 
% © derftand it, till he hath by ſome Overr-A# 
© diſcovered and revealed it. That God 
= would be reconciled to Sinful, Lapſed, and 
+ Faln Alan, was not diſcovered by Nats 
ral Revelation: Therefore, all that Angels 
' know about it, is from God, and that by 
q © Supernatural Manifeſtation. 
ey 10. If Man, whil& Innocent, knew at 
© leaſt ſome Part of God's Will, by Super- 
fr... & Natural and Extraordinary Revelations ;, if 
©" Þ after the Fall, God hath continued to make 
00.'Z known his Will to the Patriarchs, Prophersy 
L = and Apoſtles, after the ſame manner ; yea, 
© # ifthe Angels know much by the ſame Me- 
ji * thad and Means of Diſcovery ; I ſee no 
42 & reaſon, why it may not be at leaſt Probable, 
5”) & that the Bleſſed may Increaſe and Advance 
_ their Knowledge in the Future State, by the 
® # ſame Way and Method. Though I doubt 
MMF not, but that very much of the Nate, 
f* Þ 113, and Areribures of God, will be expo- 
74" | ſed, and laid before their Eyes, in the G/#- 
riows Works of his Hands; yet 1 am not 
| =—s ſurez 


{ 
«» 
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hare, that Supernatural Revelationi Will be z 
of No Uſe There.. | 'Tis not Improvable; |; 
but ſomething, that may and ſhall be known þ 
of God, may be Excepted from I atural, þ 
and Reſerved for | Suptrnatural Revelati- Þ 
on. . ; 
11. As the Hiſtory of This Worlds Gene-* 
ration was made known to Man. by Extra- | 
ordinary Revelation, as I have obſerved al-! 
ready ; ſo 'tis poſſible, the Hiſtory of the! 
Generation of many Other Worlds may, by} 
the fame Means, be made known to the 
Blefied : For although it-will be abundant-F 
ly obvious, by Natural Evidence and Light,” 
that all Beings do proceed from the FirfÞ 
Being, and all Efetts from the Firft Cauſe; 
yet the Time and' Manner of their Produtti-}: 
x, is not obvious thereby. - If it may be 
ſuppoſed, that there are Angels, or Intel" 
tsgences, Younger ithan this World ; I! 
ink" it may berſaid, That they could not} 
know. the Time or Manner of its Generati-}: 
on; unleſs it be by Revelation, or the Tra# 
dition of fuch' /ntelligent Beings, as were 
Pre-exiſtent-to it, © There isno Evidence 
in the Nature bf Things, that This World} 
was made between' Five and Six Thouſan 
Years ago; nor-that Light way one of the 
Firſt Things that: was made'z- and: other 
"Things in that order, in which..they-are 
ord & d deſcribed 
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deſcribed in the Hiſtozy of the Crearton., 

12. As many of the Laws, and much of 
the Policy and Government- of the Church of 
God in This World, is known both to Men 
and Angels by Revelation; ſo *tis not -im- 
poſſible, but ſome part of the Laws, Go- 
vernment,-and Policy of Other Worlds,” may 
be known to the Bleſſed after the Same 
manner. : They may obtain the Knowledge 
of it, juſt as the Angels obtain the Know- 
ledge of Onr Laws and Government here be- 
low: And 'tis affirmed by'St. Pau!, That 
'tis by the Church that they attain it : That 
is, as I conceive, by the Revelations made to 
the Chxrch, and by the Experience that 
they have of the Obedience that they 'pay 
unto them, and the Rewards that are con- 
ſequent thereunto 3 together with the Pu- 
ni/i:2ments that attend the Negle@ and Con- 
tempt of them z in which, many times, they 
are the /nſtruments and Exeemtioners, 

13. And who knows, whether many of 
the Obſcure Prophecies in the Old and New: 
Teſtament, and ſome ether Difficalties'4n 
the Inſpired Writings, may not be Explains 
ed, Opened, and Unfolded; after the Save 
Manner that they were delivered to Men? 
They were ſpo'zen by the Prophers, ac- 
cording as they were thereunto moved by 
the Holy Ghoſt 1 and perchance, the' Sawre 

E 3 Spirir 
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Spirit that was the Amhor of them, may | x 
be the Interpreter and Explainer of them: & ,, 
The ſame Divine Spirit that revealed the & 


Matter of them to the Prophets, may open 
and unfold the Meaning ofthem tothe Bleſ- 
ed. 7 
j 14. The Holy Apoſtle, St. Paul, obſerves # 
ſome Analogies and Similitudes between the |: 
Firſt and Second Creation, as is apparent in | 
his Second Epiſtle to the Corinthians. As in & 
the Old Creation, God commanded Light 
to ſhine ont of Darkneſs; ſo in the New 
Creation, he cauſes Light to ariſe upon 
thofe that fit .in Darkneſs, and in the Valley 
and Shadow of Death, As a Dark. and 
Confuſed Chaos did precede Light, and a 
Well-ordered World, and State of things, 
in the Firſt Creation ;, ſo a State of [gno- 
rance, and Darkneſs, doth precede a State 
of Light and Knowledge, Reftitude and Or- 
der, 1n the Second. 

15. The Analogies, Likeneſſes, and Pro- 
portions, that are obſerved between theſe 
Two Creations,by the Sacred Writers, arc but 
few : But tis not improbable, in my Ap- 
prehenſion, but that there may be Yery ma- 
ny more, than thoſe obſerved by them; and 
perhaps, there may be almoſt nothing in 
the Hiſtory of the Firſt Creation of things, 
which hath not its Likeneſs, Shadow, and 

n - Reſem- 
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© Reſemblance in the Second. And who dares 
: # ro deny, that they may be diſcovered to 


the Bleſſed, by Extraordinary Revelati- 


' on? 


15, The Frame and Fabrick of the Ta- 


F bernacle, and the feveral Veſſels and Uten- 
” ils thereof, had certaiuly their Meaning 
' and S:gnification: The Epiſtle ro the He 


brews, puts that paſt all doubr and contro- 
verſic, yet, 1 think, that there is very 
little of the Impore and Signification of them 
expounded unto us, and ſet before us in 
the Holy Scriptures. What is meant by 
the Shew- Bread, and by the Candleſtich 
with its ſeveral Lamps, by the Cherubims 
covering the Mercy-Seat with their Wings z 
who is able to determine. Something the 
New-Teſtament hath ſaid for the Explicati» 
on of Some of them, and ſomething other 
Authors have ſaid to unriddle the Meanng 
of them.: Bur beſides what the Scripture 
hath ſaid thereof, we have no ſecurity of 
its Truth. All Accounts of the S;gnificars- 
on of thoſe things, unleſs ſuch as we find 
in the Bible, are but Conjettures;, and as 
they may be True, ſothey may be Falſe; 
for we have no Certain Aſſurance of their 
Verity : And 'tis not impoſſible, but that 
the Fall and Certain Knowledge of them 
may be reſerved for Another World; and 

jA 4 that 
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that the Bleſſed may know them by Pecu- | 


tar and Special Revelation. 
17. Beſides what have ſaid, there were 


many Typical Perſons, Things, and Attions, | 
under the-O/d-Teſtament ; and I do believe, F 
that no Meer Man, either did; doth, or F 
ſhall, in This World, underſtand them. Sure- 7 
ly the High-Prieſt was a Typical Perſon; | 
and very many of thoſe Attions, which (as a | 
Prieſt) he did perform, 'were alſo _—_—_ 

of which | 


And ſo | think of many things, 
we read in the Old-Teſtament;, and particu- 
larly, the Holy of Holies; find the Vail that 


ſeparated it from the Holy Place. David F 
alſo, and Solomon, and Iſaiah, were Typical F 
Perſons; and ſomething of the Artitypes F 
of them, the New-Teſtament doth inform | 


us of; «but; I think, Yey little, and that 


Darkly and Imperfettly too. And, perhaps, 
the full Knowledge of them may be kept } 


in Reſerve for the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
the Bleſſed ſhall There know it by Inſpira- 
_—_>_ Wes 4 
18. To which I may add the Meaning 
and ']mpottance of many of the Ceremonial 
Laws, of which we'rcad in the Books of 
Moſes. Whatis the Meaning and Reaſon of 
their Inſtitution, is not eafie to tell : It may 
be reaſonably ſuppoſed, that the Hebrews, 
for whom thoſe Laws were appointed,'un- 
| derſtood 
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derſtoood the Meaning and Reaſons of 
them, better than we do at Thw. Diſtance 
of Years; eſpecially if we Remember, and 
Conſider, that we are under no Oblipation- 


* to Obſerve them. Yet | am mnchinclined 
” to think, that even they themfelves never 
fully under!tood either the Meaning, Ends, 
= or Reaſons of their Inſtitution. 


19. Who knows the Meaning or Rea- 
ſon of their ſeveral Sorts and Kinds of Sa- 
crifices ; or can give us any Evidence, that 
the Jews themſelves underſtood them ? 
Why were ſome of them Who!ly conſumed 
upon the Altar, other only in Part ? Why 
was Some Part of fame of them eaten by the 
Prieſts, and Others by the Pe-ple themſelves 
that made the Sacrifice and Oblation ? There 
were many Particularities in the moſt of 
their Sacrifices, which can hardly be ac- 
counted for; and | do much believe, that 
the Zews themfelves never weil underſtood 
them. And what 1 have ſaid of their $4- 
erifices, is applicable to Many other of their 
Laws, Some Knowledge of the Nature and 
Reaſon of them, was to he found among 
the more Enlighrned of them; but a full 
and perfe& Knowledge of them, I do be- 
lieve they were Strangers to; and poſſibly, 
may be known by no Means, but that of 
Revelation; nor in no Place, but in the 

| Future 
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Future State; and by the Bleſſed There. 
20. In moſt Apes, ſince the Creation of 

This World, :God hath on Sundry Reaſons, 

and at Sundry Times, made Roe his 


Will and —_— concerning Future E- | 

e made known to Abraham | 
the Servitude and Bondage of his Poſterity, F 
it: a Strange Country, for the ſpace of Four Þ 


vents. Thus 


Hundred Years, and their After Deliverance 


and Proſperity. Thus he made known to | 


the 7ews thcir Captivity in Babylon, for 
the ſpace of Seventy Years; and their De- 
liverance by Cyrws, and Reſtaurationto their 
Own Country. And many other things, 
which thoſe that read the Holy Scriptures 
cannot be ignorant of. 

Z1. It may reaſonably be conjetured, 
that the Bleſſed Saints and Angels, had the 
Knowledge of all theſe Future Events, by 
the Reve ations that God made concerning 
them: And I ſce no reaſon, why many 
things may not be known by the Bleſſed, in 
the Heavenly Teruſalem, after the Same 
Aamer, and that in aSucceſhon of Times 
and Ages, Without End, or Period of Dura- 
ton. 

22. For whether there may not be a Suc- 
ceſſion of Worlds, to an Indefinite Period of 
1 ime, & whethcr God may not govern them 
Aiuch after the Manner of Thu, partly by 
Natur 


Ma ©” 
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Natural, and partly by Supernatural Laws, 
who can define? I know nothing in the 
Chriſtian Religion, that forbids ſuch Opi- 
nions or Apprehenſions : Though it 7 eaches 


| no ſuch Doctrine, (nor do [ athrm it Cer- 


# tainly True or Neceſſary) yer I find not a- 
» ny thing in the Contents thereof, which is 


Oppoſste unto it, or [nconſiſtent with it. I 


# do not affirm, There ſhall be a Succeſſion 


= OI” "3-4 


of Werlds equally Wicked with Thi, ad con- 


| ſcquently ſuch as ſhall need a Saviour and 


Redeemer : But what hinders, that there 
may not be a World, yea, Many Worlds, 
that may retain Their Primitive Integrity 
and State, and that God may Govern them 
by Natural and Revealed Laws, (lince A- 
dam, whiPſ Innocent, was ſo Governed) 
and after ſuch a Part of Time, as ſhall ſeern 

ood to the Pleaſure of his Will, remove 
the [nhabitants thereof, to Better and more 
Glorious Habitations. 

22, Yea, let me add, That Iam not ve- 
ry ſure, that God Governs the Sain's and 
Angels in Heaven, by no other but Aatu- 
ral Laws. The Service that they do to 
God Almighty, either in the Protedting of 
K ing doms, Churches, and Particular Perſons, 
or in Puniſhing his Enemies, may (in my 
Apprehenſion) be p:rformed in Obedence 
to ſome I ofitrve and Particular Commands 
and 
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and: Revelations. For although Rewards and 
P uniſhments be of the Law of Natare, yet 
the Time and of Meaſure them is not fo, 
What Law of Nature doth determine, 
when, and in what-Degree and Meaſare the 
Enemies of God, and of his People, ſhall 
be Puniſhed and Chaſtiſed ? What Law of 
Vatnre doth appoint, - when Kingdoms-and 
Churches thall be protected, or delivered 
cat of the Hands'of their Oppreſſors, and 
ſuch as ſeck their Rume? Theſe things 
ſeem to me to dependon the Wiſdom and 
Will of God ; and that there is no Poſhbi- 
lity of coming to the Knowledge of them, 
bur by Imme2:ate Revelation. 

24. And if in Particular Inſtanfaneous 
Caſes, they are Governed by Revealed 


3.aws, what hinders, but that in ſome other 


Caſes they may be Governed by them, 
throvgh the vait Durations of Eternity ? 
\Who knows, but that there may be ſome 
Pofiive Inſtitations, by which they may 
worſhip God, and exalt his Praiſe? And 
who ean teil, how Vari and Great may 
be the Nainber of them? Or whether 
ſome of them my not be Temporary, and 
Expire, and others Szcceed them of new Ap» 
pointment and Command. 

25. If Innocent Adam were Governed 
by both Natural and Revealed Laws; if 

it 
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it be not altogether improbable, that the 
Bleſſed Saints and Angels arc ſo Gover- 
ned ; it cannot fairly be doubted, bur that 
the Inhabitants of Other Worlds may re- 
ceive from God, Both ſorts of Laws for 
their DireQion and Condutt ; and that the 
Knowledge of them that are Swpernatural, 
may Increaſe and Advance the Vnderſtan- 
dinos of the Bleſſed : 1t being altogther as 
polſible, that they may arrive at the Know- 
ledge of them, as it is that the Angels of 
Heaven ſhould partake in the Knowledge 
of the Chriſtian Myſteries and Laws; of 
which we arc aſſured from the Sacred YVo- 
lumes. 

26 Whether all that I have ſaid on this 
Subjed, will render it probable, that the 
Knowledge of the Bleſſed may Increaſe Eter- 
nally by Revelation, | leave to the Jadg- 
ment of the Reader. I have ſuggeſted ſuch 
Probabilities, as occurred to my I houghts. 
Thoſe that ſhall peruſe them, may Accept 
or Refuſe them, as they ſhall judge conve- 
nient, or as they plcaſe. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VL 


Of the Increaſe of Knowledge by 
Hiſtorical Narration, or Tra- 
dition. 


yt ins the Holy Saints and Aneels are 
capable of Communicating their 
Thovghts and Sentiments to each other, is 
not doubted by Divines; nor is there any 
reaſon for it. Man is a Soctable Creature : 
"Tis a Property that ſeems to be Eſſential 
unto him: And we have reaſon to think 
the like of the Holy Angels. They arc Un- 
derſtanding Beings, as well as Men; and, 
1 believe, they are endowed with the ſame 
Efſemtial Properties with them. And that 
Sociableneſs is as agreeable to the Angel:- 
cal, as to the Humane Nature ; and from 
both Equally inſeparable, 

2, How they do Communicate with cach 
other, 7 do not Underſtand, nor peradven- 
ture, Any Man living on the Face of this 
Earch. He that will tell you how they do 
it, miſt intinately underſtand the Narure 


of 


S 
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of Spirits," and whether they be Imbodied, 
yea or no, and what is the Nature of thoſe 
Bodies, and Fehicles, in which they lodge 
or dwel]. But theſe are ſuch things, that 
no Man of Sound Senſe can pretend unto : 
And, by certain Conſequence, no Man doth 
know the Manner how Saints and Angels 
do mutually Converſe together, and Enter- 
tain each other. For whilſt we are igno- 
rant of the Narrre of things, we muſt needs 
be ignorant How they produce their Ef- 
fedts. We are very much ignorant of the 
Nature of our Food and Phyſick ; and there- 
fore, can't tell how they do perform their 
Operations on our Bodies. Phyſicians are 
not yet agreed, whether Purgatives do 0- 
perate by Pulſion or Trattion, or meerly 
by Provoeking Nature ; and they are as little 
agreed how our Meat and Drink are Di- 
peſtcd, Diſtributed, and Turned into Blood 
and Humonrs, and alſo into Fleſh and 
Bones. 

3. Though we know not How very 
many things are done ; yet we are much 
aſſured, that they Are, We know not 
How a Tree grows from a Seed, nor a Cu- 
rious Varieaated Flower from a Slip, that 
ſeems Simple, and without any Drverſty. 
We can't tell How Beaſts and Fiſhes are 
Formed, nor how FVermine are Bred in a 
Carkgſs, 
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Carkaſs, nor how Froggs are made of Spawn, 
or the Mudd and Slime of the River Ne. 
The Truth and Exiſtence of theſe things, 
is Undeniable; but How they are Made 
and Generated, no Man is able to cx- 
lain. 

' 4. If many things be Really Exiflent, the 
Manner of whoſe Exiſtence we can give no 
Fair Account of. 1 ſee nothing that can 
reaſonably hinder us from granting, that 
Saints and Angels do Converſe together, and 
Communicate their Knowledge and Concepti- 
ons to each other. *Tis certain, that They 
do many other things, which we-cannot 
Underſtard or Comprehend, They do, or 
at leaſt have, often Appeared in Humane 
Shape, and Converſed with Men. Whether 
they have become Vilible, by forming un- 
to themſclves Extemporate Bodies, of the 
Matter of the Air, and other Elements; or 
whether they. have condenſed their Own 
Proper Bocies, and made them Viſible by 
Confpiſſating the Matter of them, who can 
inform us? Granting either of theſe Sup- 
poſitions, who can teach us kow they do 
effet it ? Theſe arc Inquiries, that the 
Wriſeſt cannot Anſwer ; theſe are Problems, 
that they cannot reach or fathome. 

5- Suppoſing then that. Saints and Ar- 
oe's can Communicate their Knowledge, 1 
do 
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do affirm, That the Knowledge of the Bleſ- 
ſed may be very. greatly Increaſed thereby. 
For if there be, or have been, Other Worlds 
Exiſtent beſides Thws in which we live, the 
Bleſſed may receive Information concerning 
them, by and from the Angels of Heaven, 
that have ſuperintended them, and by the 
Appointment of God, taken Cognizance of 
their Aﬀairs : For it muſt not be doubted, 
but that God exerciſes a particular Care, 
and Providence over all the Works of his 
Hands ; and *tis as likely, that he ſhould 
make the Holy Angels the Inſtruments 'and 
Adminiſtrators of it, in thoſe Other Worlds, 
as well as in This; of. which there is no 
doubt, or the leaſt ſcruple or peradventure, 
=_ thoſe that bear the Name of Chri- 

Ins. 

6. By this mearis, the Bleſſed may te 
informed of the Natare of the ſeveral Be- 
ings Exiſtent there ; and what was the Uſe, 
the Virtue, and Perfeftions of them ; and 
eſpecially, what Reaſonable Creatures did in- 
habir There ; as alſo, what was the Go- 
vernment and Laws that God preſcribed un- 
to, and impoſed upon them ; and what the 
Obedience they gave unto them : To which 
I'might add many other things; as, what 
was the Period of their Exiftence, and by 
what Subordinat Means and Cauſes their Be- 
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5ngs were preſerved and continued ; what 


and where they do receive Rewards and Pu- Þ © 
miſhments. f 

7. Thus alſo they may be informed of | # 
all rhe great Emergencies that happened to » 
them, and what were the Cauſes and Oc- r 


caſions of them ;, as alſo, what Laws, what 
Order and Government was obſcrved among Þ} 1! 
them ; and into what Yaris and Different th 
ſorts theſe Reaſonable Beings were diſtin- b 
euiſhed; and how they employed and} © 
ſpent their Time : For Reaſonable Souls} 
muft have ſomething, upon which they may || * 
Exertiſe their Powers either: by Attion, Þ P" 
Contemplation, or both ; elſe their Powers v 
are of No Uſe, but are made in Haim, 
which cannot be imagined, it being beneath bu 
the Wiſdom of a Prudent Man, and .much & 74 
beneath that of the A-Wiſe God, to give Þ * 
Being to Rational Creatures to no End orfl | 
Purpoſe. | wi 
8. How many and nnmerous the Norice! 
may be, that the Bleſſed may receive after || 
this manner, is neither ſafe nor poſhble to de- lary 
termine ; for ſhould they deſcend to things | */ 
minnate and particular, (and who knows j 7 
how low they may deſcend) how almoſt | id 
Infinite, and beyond all Computation would Pro 
they be ? Should there have been many bric 
Worlds Pre-exiſtcit to Thu, or —_ at |; 
wit 
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with it,. what Jnfinzte Matter of Communi- 
cation and Diſcourſe would their Aﬀairs af- 
ford to the Holy Angels, or other Intelle- 
ual Agents, that had Knowledge and Cog- 
nizance of them ? And how much of Erer- 
wity would be Empleyed in theſe kind of 
Hiſtories and Narrations ?* And if we may 
judge any thing of the Agrecableneſs of 
things Then, to the Temper of our Minds, 
by what we may find Here below, and ob- 
ſerve concerning them, we muſt ſay, That 
ſuch things will be very Pleaſant and De- 
lightful ; not barely.as Hiſtories, but as Re- 
ports and Evidences of the Infinite Power, 
Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of God; not as 
bare Narrations of ſuch and ſuch Events, 
but as Effetts of the Infinite Power, Admi- 
rable and Unſearchable Wiſdom, and Im- 
menſe Goodneſs of the Creator of all things. 
9. After the Same Manner the Bleſſed 
will obtain the Knowledge of the Aﬀairs of 
This World, fince the Creation of it : The 
Holy Angels will certainly give them a 
large Account of the World, before the 
Flood ;, how, and by what Gradations they 
corrupted themſelves, departed from God, 
and abandoned themſelves to Senſuality and 
Prophaneneſs. What Moſes hath very 
briefly reported, they will diſcourſe more 
at large, and give to ar Bleſſed a Full, So 
| 2 an 


$4 The Future State, &c. 


_ and Satisfattery Knowledge of them. Ma- 


ny things that are Dark and Obſcure to us, 
will be ſet in Open Light, by their mote 
Large and Ample Diſcourſes : That which 
now miniſters Matter for Many, and al- 
moſt Inſuperable Objettions, will be totally 
fretd from them, by their Larger Commen- 
taries and Explications concerning them. 

10. The Holy Afen of that Age, may 
alſo contribute ſomething towards the 
Increaſe of the Knowledge of the Bleſſed. 
Adam, and Abel, and Seth, and Enoch, and 
Noah, knew very much of the Aﬀairs of 
tne World, from the Creation to the De- 
luge; and ſince their Removal to Heaven, 
there is no queſtion, but that they have ve- 
ry much improved it: And ſurely, they 
will Communicate their Knowledge, and en- 
tertain the New-Come Saints with the Re- 
ports and Narratives of it. 

11. The Holy Angels alſo will acquaint 
them with the Hiſtory of the World, after 
the Flood, till the Days of Abraham ;, they 
will give them Account of the Re-peopling 
of it by the Poſterity of Noah, of the Tow- 
er of Babel that they began to build, of 
the Confuſion of their Language, and of 
their D«ſperſion into ſeveral Parts of the 
Wor/d thereupon : Of theſe things, I make 
119 queſtion, they will give very large and 

| part!- 
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particular” Accounts : Of thoſe things, of 
which we now know almoſt nothing, then 


- and there (I mean in the Society of the Bleſ- 


ſed) we ſhall have a Clear, Full, and Perfect 
Knowledge. 

12. Noah himſelf lived four hundred and 
fy Years after the Flood ; and there is no 
doubt Saw and Knew much of the Aﬀairs 
of the World : And there is as Little Doubt, 
in my Opinion, that he doth and will Cmr- 
municate the Knowledge thereof among the 
Blifſed : And ſo will other of the Piows Pa- 
triarchs, and Good Men of that Age. They 
will all contribute to the Increaſe of the 
Knowledge of thoſe, that in ſucceſſion of 
Times, are admitted into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. : 

13. And ſurely, the Hiſtory of the Church 
of God, in all Ages of the World, by the 
Narrations of Saints and Angels, will be 
moſt perfealy delivered to the Bleſſed. 
They will acquaint them with the ſeveral 
Accidents that have happened to it; how 
it hath ſuffered Many and Great Calamities 
from its Enemies, and ſometimes hath Al- 
moſt periſhed from among Men ;, and then 
how, and by what Afeans it hath riſen as 
from the Aſhes, and become 1lluſtrious a- 
Fain in the World. 

14. They will declare, and propoſe ts 

F 3 their 
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their Knowledge, and Conſideration, by what 
Improbable Means God hath raiſed and pre- 
ſerved it : In the Firſt Ages of Chr:iſt:antty, 
God raiſed and increaſed Hw Church, by 
the Preaching and Diſcourſes of a few Pooy 
Fiſher-men, in deſpight to all the Oppoſiti- 


on that was made againſt it, by all the W:ſ- 


dom, Learning, Payer, and Policy of the 
World ; yea, thoſe very Means, by which 
the Enemies of God's Church thought to 
deſtroy it, were by the Wiſe and Over- 
ruling Providence of God, made inftrumen- 
tal of advancing it. They perſecuted all 
that were called by the Chriſtian Name; 
they deſpoyled them of their Eſtares, their 
Friends, their Liberties, and their Honours ; 
they treated them as the Vx eft Miſcreants ; 
they killed and murthered them by Thou- 
ſands ;, they invented the moſt Cruel, Lins 
gering, and Painful Deaths, that they could 
imagine: And yet all this would not dc- 
ſtroy the Church of God; the Blood of the 
Martyrs was the Seed thereof and the 
More they mowed, and cut them down, the 
More they increaſed. 

15. As God raiſed his Church at firſt (] 
mean the Chriſtian Church ) by very Impro- 
bable Means; ſo hath he recovercd it from 
a Lapſed and Corrupted Eſtate, by Means 
altogether as unlikely.” Aﬀter it had lain di- 
Re i vers 
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vers Hundreds of Years under the Papal 
Yoke; after it had long ſat in /gnorance 
and Darkzeſs, and been accuſtomed to 5#= 
perſtition and 1dvlatry;, and all the Kings of 
the Earth were ingaged in the Defence 
thereof; was it likely, that Luther, a 
poor mean Monk, ſhould ſo. Leaven the 
World by his Dodrine, as to cauſe a Se- 
paration from the Komiſh Falſhoods and Su- 
perſtitions, and to recover a great part of 
the Chri/tian World to the true Worſhip of 
God, according to the Simplicity of the Go- 
ſpel : This was a thing Torally improbable; 
there was no appearance or likelihood of 
Succeſs therein. 

16. Of theſe things, we have Some Ac- 
count in the Holy Scriptures, and in Antient 
and Modern Hiſtories : The Scriptures give 
us ſome brief Reports of the Railing of the 
Chriſtian Church, and by what Means *twas 
done : The Hiſtories of the Autique Fa- 
thers and Writers report the Increaſe and 
Enlargement of it ; and by what Inſirm 
ments *twas accompliſhed, and with what 
Oppoſition : And ſo do our latter Hiſtorians 
make Report ot the Lare Reformation, and 
by what 4genrs and Second Canſes it became 
ſucceſsful. But 1 do not doubt, but that 
the Saints and Angels do and will give more 
Large and Perfeft Accounts of theſe things. 

F 4 17. And 
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17. And how particular they may be in it, 
who is able to determine : But *tis my O- 
pinion, that they will be very Exatt and 
Particular. Heaven is deſigned for the Ex- 
altation of the Divine Praiſe, and for the 
Celebration of the Honour of God?s Perſe- 
frions ; which cannot be done without 
Knowledge ;, and the moſt Exatt and Per- 
feft Knowledge, gives the Greateſt and Beſt 
Capacities for it. None are ſo fit to ad- 
mire, Praiſe, and adore the Attributes and 
Perfet&tions of God, as thoſe that have the 
Largeit and Compleateft Knowledge of the 
Great and Stupendious Effetts of them. He 
is beſt able to commend a Learned Man, 
that hath read his Books, and hath the moſt 
Intimate and Perfeft Under" anding of his 
Accompliſhments. He is beſt able to ſpeak 
forth the Praiſes of God, that hath the Ful- 
teſt, and moſt Extenſive Knowledge of his 
Providence, and his Works. 

18. How can any Man Praiſe and Adore 
the Wiſdom of God, in the Raiſing, Preſer- 
ving, and Defending his Church, in deſpight 
to all the Craft, Subtilty, and Malice of the 
Enemies thereof, without the Knowledge of 
the Divine Condutt, in all its Aﬀairs and 

- Concernments ? How can the Bleſſed praife 

t he Power, the Wiſdom, the Juſtice, and 

Goodneſs of God, in the Government of the 
| . Church, 
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Church, ' without an Exaft Knowledge of 
God's Dealings with it? And how can they 
have any Cegnizance of them, but by the 
Tradition and Diſcourſes of Saints and An- 


gels? *Tis true, God may give them the 


Knowledge of them by Revelation; and [I 
will not deny, but that ſome of the Provi- 
dences of God towards his Church may be 
ſo Made known unto them. Bur *tis not 
God's uſual Method, in Thi World, todo 


thoſe things by Supernatural Ways and 


Means, which may be done by thoſe that 
are Natural; nor do | believe, thar it will 
be his Ordinary Way, in That which is to 
come. Some Pecs/zarities of Diſpenſations, 
perhaps, he may make known by Revela- 
tion; but the Ordinary Way of imparting 
to the Bleſſed the Scries of his Diſpenſations 
towards the Church, will be by Hiſtorical 
Narration, and Tradition. 

9. There hath been a perpetual War 
between the Seed of the Woman, and the 
Seed of the Serpent, or (which is all alone) 
between the Subjefts and People or Church 
of God, and the Subjetts and Yaſſals of the 
D-vil. And as the viſible Conteſts and 
Battel+ that . have been managed by theſe 
two Kingdoms, under their Heads and 
Chicfrains, will be diſcourſed and relared 
among the Bleſſed ; ſo Ido not doubt, bur 
that 


go The Future State, &c. 


that the Inrvifible Wars that have been ma- 
naged by Michael, and his Angels, in fa- 
vour of the Church, againit the Dragon, and 
his Angels, in prejudice unto it, will be 
very largely laid open there: And how 
Large and Extenſive the Knowledge thereof 
may be, who can ſay * And if the Several 
Smaller Inſtances and Particulars thereof be 
made known, (as 'tis probable they will) 
how Numerom, and almoſt Infinite will they 
be? And how many Ages may be ſpent inthe 

Communication of the Knowledge of them ? 
20. Multitudes of very ſtrange Events 
do happen and occur to Kingdoms, Nations, 
and Churches, and particular Families and 
Perſons, of which we are able to give no 
Account, becauſe we have No Knowledge 
(or atleaſt, very Little) of them, or their 
Aﬀairs: We know not what their Mercies 
have been, nor what are their S:ns and Pro- 
vocations. We know not what are their 
Qualities and Diſpoſitions, nor what are 
their Temptations ;, and therefore can't rec- 
kon for the Yxriows ani Strange Providen- 
ces, that do b:tide them. But in the Other 
World, when we ſhall have an Hiſtorical 
Nzrrative of all thoſe things, *twill be ca- 
fie to give a reaſon of ail the Srrarpe E- 
vents that did betide them, If a Perſon 
mould be taken out of a Cave, or ſome 
Place 
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Place of Secreſie and Silence, after many 
Years Retirement and Abode there, and 
brought to a Place where Publick Execa- 
tions are done, and there ſee Men Hung by 
the Neck, cat down ere they were Dead, 
their Bowels taken out, their Members cut 
off, and burnt before their Faces, and their 
Bodies cut into Quarters after the manner of 
Beaſts ;, *is not to be doubted, but that he 
would be Strangely Amazedat ſuch a Proce- 
dure : But when he ſhould afterward be 
acquainted with their Natures and Diſpoſi- 
tions, their Actions and their Deſions, and 
receive a full Hiſtory and Narrativeof them, 
he would be able to give himſelf a Reaſon 
of all theſe Severitics, and be abundantly 
Satisfied in the Wiſdome and Equity of 
them, 

21. The Afﬀairs of the World, and the 
Church, are ſo much Mingled and Confoun- 
ded, that the One cannot be known with- 
out the Other : The Vidories and Tri- 
umphs of the Charch, can't be mentioned, 
or propoſed to Conſideration, without re- 
membring the Attempts and Aſſaults that 
were made upon them by the Mer of the 
World. The Triumphs of the Church o- 
ver Tudaiſme and Paganiſme, can't be re- 
ported, without mention of the Great and 


Furicus Oppoſition 1hat was made by the 
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Jews and Pagans, The Succeſs and Con- 
queſts of the True Church of God, upon the 
Apoſt ate Romiſh Synagogue, cannot be called 
to mind, without a Rehcarſal of its Greae 
and Enraged Oppoſition unto it. 

22. And truly, This World being © Stage 
or Theater, and the ſeveral Revolutions 
and Changes in it, being only ſo many 
Scenes and Parts of the Comedy, or rather 
of the Tragedy; and the Glorious Saints 
and Angels being the Spettators, and they 
all being to give to God the Praiſe after the 
great Cataſtrophe and Concluſion of all 
things ; Ic ſeems to me very probable, that 
they ſhall have a Very Perfett Knowledge 
of all the Aﬀairs of it. No Mancan judge 
of the Skill and Contrivance, the Wit and 
Ingeny of a Comedian, that hath not a 
fall and clear Know!ede of all the Parts of 
the Comedy. And ſure it is, that no Man 
can reaſonably, and as it becomes a Man, 
judge of the [nfinire Wiſdom, and Curious 
Skill of God, in th* Variow Changes and 
Mutations that are ſcen in the World, un- 
Icſs he hath a Large and Comprehenſive 
Knowledge of them. No Man can give that 
Applauſe to , the Wiſdom, Juſtice, and 
Goodneſs of God, as is Suitable to thoſe 
Attributes, tnat hath not a Very Great and 


Per ſpicnns Knowledge of the ſcveral Events 
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and Contingencies, that have happened in the 
World. 

23. And foraſmuch as the meancſt Saints 
that formerly lived on Earth, had a Part 
to att vypon the Stage of This World, and 
did perform it; perhaps, even Each of 
Them, as well as the Holy Angels, may 
contribute ſomething to the mutual Increaſe 
of Knowledge amongſt the Bleſſed. The 
Leaſt of all Saints will be able to ſay Some- 
thing of the Attributes and Perfeftions of 
God. Some of the Effedts of his Power, 
W3ſdom, and Goodneſs, they have obſerved, 
and will be able to mention -to his Praiſe. 

24. How many of the Days of Eternity 
may be ſpent in learning the Hiſtory of the 
World, and the Church of God in it, I muſt 
not pretend to Diſcourſe, much leſs Define. 
But ſurely, it being ſo Exceeding large, 
and the Parts and Inſtances of it being fo 
Numerous, it may 7#itly be thought; that 
a very Conſiderable Part thereof, will be 
therein imployed. *Tis certain, that in 
the Future State. the Bleſſed will retain their 
own proper Eſſences; which being Fine, 
I am not able to conceive, how they can 
receive, the Knowledge of things any other 
way, but Sacceſſtvely ;, and what is received 
Sxcceſſively, doth exhauſt more or leſs of 
Time; according as that Know/edge,or thoſe 

Norices 
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Vetices of things are more or leſs numerous 
and increaſed. 

25. Let no Man hence infer, that the 
Days of Eternity will be ſpent in [neffectrve 
Diſcourſes, Hiſtories, aud Narrations : To 
entertain Such Thoughts of it, were to De- 
fame and Blaſpheme it. The Diſcourſes of 
the Bleſſed, will not be Ineffeftive, Idle, 
and Unprofitable ; they will Afett the Hearts 
both of thoſe that Speat, and thqſe that 
Hear ;, they will: produce Af ettions ſuit- 
able to their Nature. Some of the Hiſto- 
ries that will be reported There, will pro- 
duce Amazements and Wender ; others will 
awaken, and aftuate Love to God; others 
Joy, Delight, and Pleaſure in Him : And 
all of them Praiſe and Confeſſions to the Ho- 
xour of his Tranſcendent Excellencies, and 
Glorious Attributes and Virtues. The Minds 
of the Bleſſed will be ſo Ser and Txned, that 
every mention of the Works and Providen- 
ces of God, will make linpreſſhons on them 
Acceptable to God, and to the Advantage 
of their own Felicity. 

26, And certainly, Such Dsſcowrſes are 
an Imployment worthy of the Bleſſed, and 
very ſuitable to the Eſtate and Condition to 
which they are advanced. They arc ad- 
vanced to a His and Happy State , and 


what is more comely and decorous, than to 
ſpeak 
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ſpeak of .the Wonders of his Power, Wiſ- 
dom, and Goodneſs, that hath Res/ed them 
to it ; and thereby excite and actuate their 
own Love, Thanks, and Praiſe? Nothing 
can be more Congruorm and Agreeable to Ra- 
tional Natures, in their Circumſtances, and 
under their Obligetions, than ſuch kind of 
Exerciſes : Nothing can be more worthy 
of God, nor nothing more agreeable to Vn- 


' derſtanding Beings. 


27. We may obſerve, that the Holy 
Pſalmiſt very frequently calls to mind, and 
reports the Mighty Works, and: Seupendi- 
ous Providences of God towards the 7ewi(b 
Nation : He remembers God's Covenant 
with Abraham, their Captivity in  Egypr, 
and ' miraculots:Deliverance thence: , He 
reports their many Provocationsin.the Wil- 
derneſs ; the Judgments that he..executed 
upon them ; . their Feigned: Repertances, and 
Flattering himmwith Their Lips, when Their 
Hearts werenot Upright with is. And why 
did he remember theſe things ? ©. Twas to 
exalt the Honour of God's Kinaneſs, Graces 
and Mercy towards the /ews, and his Sted- 
faſineſs inhis Covenant, He had ſworn un- 
to Abraham, to give the Land of Canaan 
for an Inheritance to his Seed; and he 
would not fail to Verify bis Oath, notwith- 


ſtanding all their Provocations. 
28, And 
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18. Andtruly, Iſce no reaſori, why the 
Bleſſed, in the Kingdom of Heaven, may 
r0: report the Works and Providences of 
God, and make mention of them to Hu 
Praiſe. If Praiſe be comely for the Righ- 
teous in this World, it will be altogether as 
comely for them in the Other : And if the 
making mention of the Mighty As of the 
Lord, be a proper means of exciting and 
awakening it in Thi, it may be ſo alſo 
in That which is to come. If it be a Great 
and Pleaſant Duty on Earth, 'tis Aduch mere 
ſo in Heaven. T hough Pious Men on Earth 
have received Many and Great Bleſſings 
from God, and ſuch as do very much oblige 
them to Laud and Praiſe Him; yet ſure 
it is, that thoſe that are in Heaven, have 
received Many More, and thoſe thatare of 
More Raiſed, and Excellent Nature ;, and 
therefore, are under Greater Obligations 
thereurito. And-if we may conjetture a» 
ny thing of the Nature and _— of 
Fiumane Minds There, by what we have 
experience of Here, nothing will more in- 
large and excite their Gratirade, and their 
Praiſe, than t':e Reports of his kind Provi- 
dences , and Aliohty Works done in the 
World. 

29. Some more things I might ſuggeſt, 
to make the /ncreaſe of Knowledge by Tre- 

dition 
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dition Probable, and that Eternally ; as the 
Nature and Conftitution of the Kingdom of 
Darkneſs, the Order and Government, the 
Laws and Conſtitutions, the Rewards and Pu- 
xiſbments, that are obſerved and found a-. 
mong them. For without ſome Order and 
Government, they cannot manage their Op-. 
polition to the Kingdom of God, and his 
Chriſt; and without Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, Laws are Inſionificant, and Toothleſs 
things. Theſe things (I doubt not) are 
weli known by the Holy Angels, and by 
Them communicated to the Bleſſed : As al- 
ſo, what are the Pauniſhments that God in- 
flicts upon Them, and Condemned Souls, for 
their Wickedneſs ; and the ſeveral ea- 
ſures, and Gradual Differences of them ; 
with- other things of like nature. But, per- 
haps, the Reader may think, | have been too 
Prolix already ; therefore, this Chapter ſhall 
here receive its Concluſion, 
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GCAHAP. -VIK 
Of the Increaſe of Knowledge by 


Ratiocination. 


I. Atiocination is an Inferring of One 

thing from Another, or a Preceed- 
ins from Things Known, to thoſe that arc 
Unknown ;, and a Concluding of One from 
the Other. Thus we conclude, that the 
Sun is near the Summer-Solſtice, becauſe 
' the Days are at their Greateſt Length ; and 
rhat it is near the Winter-Solſtice, becauſe 
they are of the Greateſt Shortneſs. Thus 
we conclude, that the Sz» approaches the 
Fquaror, when we ſee the Graſs grow 
Green and Flowriſn;ng, and the Trees pil 
forth their Buds and Leaves. 

2. The reaſoning Power, and diſcurſive 
Faculty, will be of uſe in the World to come. 
From the Conſideration of what Cod t, 
from the Memory of what He hath dont, 
and from the Knowledge of what He oth 
do, the Bleſſed wiil Certainly conclude, the 
Nec:ſity of Love and Obedience to Him 

Whe 
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When they conſider, that He is the Firſt 
Cauſe, and giveth Being to all Creatures, and 
to Men Life and Breath, and All Things : 
When they remember, that He Made them 
after his Own Image; and when they had 
loſt it by (inning againſt Bim, He ſent his 
Son into the World, to Take awaytheir Gwilt, 
to Renew and Santtifie their Natures, and 
to Reſtore his Image to them again : When 
they call to mind, that He Swppores their Be- 
ings and Faculties, and Furmſhes them with 
Saitable Objetts, for their Imployment and 
Delight; They do Immediately infer, the 
great Neceſſity of Loving and Serving this 
Great and Good God. 

3. If the Underſtandings of the Bleſſed 
were Infinite, I think they would have no 
Uſe of Ratiocination : But foraſmuch as they 
are certainly of Limited and Definite Na- 
ture, I cannot underſtand, how they will 
be able to perform that Duty, and exerciſe 


'} thoſe Afeft:onsupon God, without it 5 which 


all Men confeſs, are the 1mployment and 
Happineſs of the Bleſſed. Can they Love 


ef God, without Conſideration of his Tran- 
*"þ ſcendent Excellencies, and Amiable Perfe- 


ions ? Can they Obey Him, without con- 
hdering his Rightful Soveraignty, and ma- 
ny and Great Benef attions ? Or is not this 
Cinſideration, and Leve and Obedience con- 

G 2 ſequent 
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ſequent thereunto, a manifeſt Ratiocination, 
and Uſe of their Diſcurſive Faculty and 
Power ? 

4. That ſome things in This World, are 
more Obviers, and better Known than ochers, 
cannot be denyed; and, I beli-vc, were {0 
to Adam, whil'it he remained /nnecent | 
doubt not, but that the Firſt Principles of 
Thinss were more plain to his VUnderſtar 
ding, than the numerous Concluſions dedu- 
ced from them, as well as they are to Ours, 
*T was more o&4iors to him, that the Se- 
veral Lincs drawn fro n the Center of 4 
Circle, were cqual among themſelves ; that 
that all the Sides of an SEquilateral Triad 
gle, arc the Rad; of Equal Circles; with 
many others, that might be mentioned, i 
the thing were not plain, beyond all Re 
ſonable Doubt or Scruple. And if it be thy 
on Earth,and were ſo even Before the Fall 
why may it not be ſo in Heaven ? 

J;! If fro: m AMeral Principles the Bleſſet 
do infer 1-ore! Concluſions, {which I think 
cannot be denyed) why may they not dc 
the like from Natural? If from the Beino, 
Goodneſs, and Providenre of God, they doi 
fer Love,Fear, and Obedience, why may the) 
not itfer from ſuch things as are Natura!, 
and Well Known, thoſe things that are V 
wwown, yet Namally conſequent unto mw 
: An 
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And iudced, (as I ſee no reaſon to deny 
it) ſo I am much Paſt Dorbr of the Truth 
of it. 1 cannot but believe, that the Bleſ- 
ſed will Conclude, that they are able to 
Move To and Fro, with [ncredible Swift- 
neſs, becauſe their Boates are Spiritual ; and 
many other Concluſions of like Nature, will 
they infer from like Fremiſes. 

6. The Concluſions that (in this weak 
and imperfett State) kave been made from 
ſome few Principles, in every Art and Sct- 
ence, are alinolt [nfinire: Who can num- 
ber the Concluſions that have been made 
from the Principles of Natural Philoſophy, 
Metaphyſich , aud Geometry ? How many 
vaſt, and almoſt mimberleſs Volumes, have 
been written concerning them ? And when 
will they make an end ? I hoſe Sciences 
have been ſtudicd and poliſhed by Heathens 
and Chriſtians, for well nigh two T houſand 
Years; and yet every New "iter pretends 
to ſay ſomething, that was not ſaid before; 
and to add to the Advancement, increaſe and 
Perfediion of them, 

7. Some think, the [ferences and De- 
duttions, that are made from the Principles 
of Geometry alone, may be capable of E- 
verlaſting Increaſe and Aug mentation; and 
truly, he that conſiders the NVamberleſs num- 
ter of Propoſitions, that arc in the ſeveral 
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Branches and Dependencies of that Science, 
will find no great difficulty in believing ir. 
How numerous are the Propoſitions, that 
are to be ſound in Geometry, properly and 
firialy taken, in Aſtronomy, Algebra, Mu- 
fick, Opricks, Dtalling, and the Art of Na- 
vioation ? And how Few and Simple are 
the Principles, from which they have been 
Inferred and Deduced ? What daily Addi- 
tions, and Increaſes, are made to them by 
Learned Men? Every day, almoſt, Books 
are Publiſhed and Printed, in which ſome- 
thing is added towards the Perfettion of 
thoſe Scrences. 

8. And as Numbers may be perpetually, 
and to all Durations Increaſed by Additi- 
on; ſo I am very much inclined to believe, 
that the Propoſitions in Mathematichs, nei- 
ther are, or ever will be ſo Namerors, but 
that they may be /ncreaſed : And thoſe that 
are Skilled in them, and do obſerve how 
they Generate each other, will (1 am per- 
ſwaded) think as I do; and Modeſtly af- 
firm, That it may be continued to J;ifini- 
fy. 

, 9. In the mean time, I will not affirm, 
That the Study of Geometry will be any part 
of the Imployment of the Bleſſed. Perhaps, 
there will be No Uſe of it, or Occaſion for 
it There. Some Aves and Sciences willex- 
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pire with our Diſſolution, becauſe the Vſe 
of them will then determine. All the Me- 
chanick Artifices, by which Men ſupport 
Themſelves, and their Families, will receive 
their Period with our Lives : The Arts of 
Plowing and Sowing, of Building and Plan- 
ting, of Paſling the Seas, and Navigating 
into Forreion Countries, will end with 7hs 
Life, becauſe there will be No Uſe of them 
in the Other. And, perhaps, ſo it may be 
with all Mathematical Learning and Sci- 
ence. 

10, But if the Principles of one Single 
Science, may be Productive of almoſt 1zf:- 
nite Concluſions, much more may the Princi- 
ples of all Sciences : And that ſome Science 
will be of Uſe in the Other Stare, few 
doubt or deny. The Science of Natural 
Philoſophy will remain There : The Blefſed 
ſhall underſtand the Natrre of their Own 
Bodies, and all Others, that they Converſe 
withal, and arc Preſented to their View. 
How can they give God the Praiſe of them, 
if they do not Kzow them, nor cannot pe- 
nctrate the Avyſſes of them ? And how far 
this Knowledge may extend, who is able to 
divine ? 

11. Beſides, it is not improbable, that 
the Future World may furniſh many Spectes, 


' and Kinds of Bodies, to cur Contemplation. 
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The Earth, and Sea, and Air, have their 
peculiar Kinds of Coyporeal Efſerices;, yea, 
every Climate, almoſt, hath ſomething pecu- 
liar to it ſelf : And what hinders, but that 
the Higheſt Heavens may have multitudes 
of Peculiarities;, the like whereunto, our 
Eyes have never Seen, nor our Ears Heard ? 
Yea, give me leave to ſay, That I am much 
paſt doubt of it. Surely, that Bleſſed State 
will preſent many G /ori0us Objetts, and Ex- 
cellent Beinos to our View; and our Know- 
ledge will be much Increaſed and Enlarged 
thereby. 

12, Moreover, we cannot doubt, but 
the Science of Metaphyſicks will alſo be con- 
tinued There. The moſt Gloriows of all 
Reaſonable Creatures, are of Spiritual and 
Mermphyſical Nature: Such are all the Ho- 
ly Angels, and Bleſſed Saints. Whether there 


be any thing Material in their Conftiruti- | 
on, whether they be /mbodied in Pure, and F 
e/Etherial Vehicles, | will not here diſpute; } 


but all do grant, that there is ſomething in 
their Eſſence, that 1s Spiritual; and, with- 
out all doubt, the Blrfſed will have ſome 
Knowledge of it. They will not remain ſo 
ignorant of the Vatwre, Powers, and Capact- 
ties of Spirits, as now they are. Son- 
what they will Underſtand of them, and 
the Manner of their Operations; as alſo, what 
CGracual 
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Gradua! Different »« there are among them, 
and what Diverlty in their Accompliſh- 
ments and Perfetrions: For as there are 
very Many Ditizrences (1 mean, Gradual) 
among Bodies, fo there may be among 5pi- 
rits, tor oupht that I know. And from this 
Diverſity, may proceed very great Diffe- 
renc2 in their Powers, Capacities, and Per- 
fettions ;, the Know'edge whereof, way 1a- 
creaſe, perhaps, to all Durations. 
13, The Sciexce of Theo!opy will not on- 
ly Continue, bur be very much Inlarged. 
Much more of Ged will be Revealcd in the 
Future State,than ever was Revealed in T ht ; 
and our Faculties wi!l be much more Capa- 
ble of conſidering and underſtanding thoſe 
Diſcoveries and Revelations, 1 do not doubt, 
but that Heaven will preſent to the Bleſſed, 
far more JIllaſtrious Demonſtrations of the 
Divine Perfettions, than any that have been 
made here below. The Creation, Prov:- 
dence, «nd Word of God, 1 dv acknowledge, 
have unfo!ded much of Cod; yet I do be- 
lieve, that Hezver will diſcover Much 
more :* For Here we Sre thi ou7h A Glaſs 
darkly, but there Free to Face. Here we 
ſee Fim very Obry ely and Imperfetty 
bt There we ſhail fee Him as Re 1s. 
And as the Revelations of Him wit! be 
more CZ'ear and Fill, fo will our Minds 


be 
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be More Capable of receiving and entertain- 
ing them. 

14. And who can gueſs, what Abyſs 
there may be in the Theology of the Bleſ- 
ſed ? Who can imagine, what may be the 
Treaſures thercof? And what Time may 
be fpent to Exhauſt them ? And whether, 
after Af-ll:ons of Ages, there may not re- 
main much Unexhauſted? The Inquirics 
that Fob makes, (Cant thou by ſearching 
find out God ? Canft thou find out the Al- 


ven, hat canſt thou do? Deeper than 
Hell; Wiat cant thou know 2 The Adeaſure 
thereof, # longer than the Earth, and broa- 
aer than the Sea) may be as truly made in 
the Other World, as in This: And, in my 
Apprechenfon, the Perfettions of God, and 
the Knw/edze and T heology of them, are 
truly lnexhbanſiible in both. 

'5. The Myfeeries of the Sacred Trinity, 
and Perſonal Union, may afford Subjett and 
Matter for Eternal Contemplations;, and, it 
may be, there may be thoſe Depths in 
taem, which the Bleſſed may never be able 
ro F athome or Comprehend. Tacy are ſach 
things, as in This IWorld, we cannot Un- 
g&erfiard;, our Reaſon draws back at the 
CGerip'ation of them: And had we not 
ſome Revercace for the Holy Scriptures, 

that 
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that do Reveal and Propoſe them, we ſhould 
utterly refuſe All Afer: unto them. They 
are Too Bigg for our Minds, in the Preſent 
State; aud therefors, we live under ſome 
Temptation to reje& them, and were we 
not awed by the Word of God, we ſhould 
certainly do it. In the Other World, theſe 
things will be more Clearly revealed, and 
more fully Vadeyſtood : But whether there 
be not ſomethings, which after all Search 
and Inquiry, will remain Vuknown even to 
the Bleſſed themſelves, I think very Proba- 
ble, if not ab{ulut-ly Certain. 

16, The Pert-ftions of the Perſon of our 
Saviour, (1 mean, of his Humane Nature) 
are without all ſcernple, exceeding Grear 
and Large; and there is not au #fſexce 
(unleſs God himſelf ) Equal with it, much 
leſs Saperiour to it, in the whol: Univerſe 
of Beings, The fhinins Luſtre of his Body, 
with the ſeveral Perfett;ons of it, will be 
excecding Great; but the Powers, Exce!- 
lencies, and Capacities of his Soul will be 
much more Stupendiors, Admirable, and As 
mating. And 1 fee no reaſon, why the Bleſſed 
may not obtaln the Knowledoe of them, and 
other things before-mentioned by & atiocins- 
tion: Why, may not mnch of the Know'ed-e 
that they have there, bath of Bodtes and <7. 
rits, be gotten by laference mil DeduTFion 7 
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Why may they not argue from thoſe things 
that are Plain, to thoſe that are Dark ? 
Why may they not argue from Cauſes to 
their Effetts, and from Effetts to their Cau- 
ſes too ? 

17. Here *tis the ordinary Method of 
proceeding: Men argue from the Fabrick 
of Heaven and Earth, and the ſeveral Crea- 
tures in it, the Certainty of a Firit Cauſe, 
of Infia te PowerlViſdem, 211d Goodneſs ; and 
from the [mmateriality 0i wc Divine Eſ- 
ſence, its Incorruptibility z and from its Spi- 
ritxality, its Simpiicity ; with ſundry other 
Inferences of like Nature. And why the 
Bleſſed may not do the Same, I cannot Un- 
derſtand : if their Reaſonable Faculties 
Cmitinue, (as Surely they do) the Uſe of 
them may Cortizize. If it be conſiſtent with 
the Glory and Happineſs of Heaven, to In- 
oy them, I ſee no Ya'ed Reaſon, why the 
Uſe and Exerciſe of them may not conſiſt 
with it. 

18, What hinders, but that there may 
be ſuch Effetts and Images of a Trinity in 
Unity, and of an Hyp:ſtatical Union, as 
may much Reveal the Nature'of thoſe /y- 
fteries;, and make the Inference as Neceſſa- 
ry and Eaſfie, as from an Effett to a Cauſe, 
or from a Copy to an Original, Some Ima- 
ges of them we do obſerve here, In the Hu- 
main 
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mane Mind, there is a Trinity of Eſſential 
Principles, and yet but O::7e Soul. In Man, 
the Boy and Soul do conſtitute but Ore 
Perſon : Bnt *tis not improbable, but there 
may be more Perſpicuons Images of them 
there; and that thoſe that here we do ob- 
ſerve, will be More fully underſtood. And 
in conſequence thereunto, theſe Myſteries 
may be as Evident to the Bleſſed, as that 
the Whole is bigger than any Part and that 
all the Pazrs taken together, arc equal to 
the Whole I do not mean, they ſhall Fully 
underſtand them; but they ſhall Clearly un- 
derſtand them, and to the Satisfattion and 
Quiet of their Souls. 

19. The Reconcileableneſs of the Infal- 
kbility of God's Will, with the Liberty of 
Man's, is an Jnſuperable Difficulty Now ; 
but perchance, it may be none Then. The 
Bleſſed may poſſibly ſce and underſtand 
thoſe Principles, Premiſes, and Suppoſitions ; 
from whence they may be eaſily deduced, 


. without any Inconſiſtency or Oppoſition. The 


Difficulty of reconciling theſe things, pro- 
ceeds from our Jgnorance of the Nature of 
God and Man, and the Infinence that the 
One, and the Other hath upon Humane A- 
Gions. Did we know, what Ged, and 
what Man is, and- what are the Operations 
Peculiar to One, and the Other, in the 
producin3 


tlio The Future State, &C. 


producing thoſz 7/' es that are aſcribed to 
Men, pro babt- much, or all of this Dif- 
tculry would /U:/4ypear. Now *tis not 
queſtioned, but that the BYefſed will very 
much Underſtand all theſe 3 and from them 
will argue, and infer an calic and obvious 
Agreement between them. 

20. The Power, H:ſdom, and Goodneſs of 
God are Infinite ;, thev are Oceans, without 
either Bank or Bottom, if I may ſo expreſs 
it. His Power is Omnipotent. God can ac- 
compliſh whatſoever he pleaſes. No Op- 
poſition can be made to his Mighty Arm. 
If he will work, none can hinder it. His 
Wiſdom is unſearchable; the Depths rhere- 
of are unfathomable ; no Created Being 
can find thegr out unto Perfedtion. His 
Goodneſs is of very vaſt Extenfion: Who 

can take the juſt Mcaſures of it ? Ti wi- 
der than the Earth, laroerthan the great A- 
byſsz yea, more cxtenſive than the Poles 
of Heaven, And what vaſt Numbers of 
Inferences and Concluſcor's may be made 
from the Cenſideration of them ? How far 
may they be Propacated? an} where will 
they determine ? 

21. From the Knowleds of the Divine Na- 
txreand Attriburesthe Bl: :ſled may,"tis like, 
infer and dedvce the manner of tho Divine 
Azency apon the MM; nds of Men T hat God 

doth 
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doth move and a vpon the Soxls of Men 
Here, is certain both in Scripture, and in Ex- 
perience,, and there is no doubt, but he 
will do ſo Hereafter : But how he doth it, 
is an Jſuperble Diſhiculty. God is a Pare 
Att, of Infinite and Immenſe Preſence 
without any Accidents, properly ſo called. 
His Attributes being his Eſſence, according 
to the general Opinion of Divines;, I fay, 
how God doth influence the Minds of Men, 
and what that Influence is Ex parte Dei, is 
paſt the reach of Mortals to determine. 
*Tis commonly faid, That ?tis nothing but 
God himſelf ; by God, meaning his At ; 
and thereby underſtanding his Eſſence as ia 
Aft : But how an Eſſence Equally, and E- 
ternally Ative, can produce thoſe Farices 
Impreſſions upon Fariow Minds, and on 
the Same Minds, at Swundry times, is pat 
our preſent /magination. And fo it is allo 
how they can reccive the Divine Influg, if 
it be nothing but his A#:ve Eſſence. But 
it may be, that the Bleſſed may have Know- 
ledge of thoſe Precognita, from whence the 
Knowledge of theſe things may be inferred 
by Plain and Eaſte Ratiocination. 

22, That there is a Creative Power in 
God, is confefſed by all Chriſtians ; and 
ſome ſober Philoſophers have ſaid ſome 
things in favour of it. By Creative Power, 
| mcan 


— _—O—— — ——_— 


112 The Future State, &c. 


I mean a Power of giving Being to things, 
without any Pre-exiſtent Matter. This 
is ſuch a Perfettion, as we cannot Compre- 
hend; but the Other State may furniſh us 
with ſuch Knowledge of the Divine Onni- 
potence and Fecunaity, that the giving Be- 
ing to Things by Creation, will be an Eaſie 
and Obviow Eſfedt of it: And the Bleſſed 
will as calily infer it thence, as we do in- 
fer the Growth and Frudtitication of /Zerbs, 
and Trees, and Fruits, from a F7uirful Soyl, 
the Warmth of the Sun, and the Dew of Hea- 
Ven, 

23. The Dodtrine of the Reſurrection, is 
a thing that we believe, out of Reverence 
to the Holy Scriptares, and God, who is 
the Aathor of them : But how Dead Bones, 
and Scattered Duſt can live how thofeÞo- 
dies that have been caten by W:1d4 Beats 
and Fiſhes, or burnt to Ajes, and thoſe 
Aſhes caſt into the Sea, can be Recollefted, 
and become an Habirtation for the Soul, we 
are not able to underſtand. Burt 'tis not 
improbablc, but that the Bleſſed, may from 


- the Knowledge that they have of the Power 


of God, and the ſeveral Subordinate Cauſes 
thereof, infer and conclude it, with no more 
Difficulty, than we inter the Balding of a 
City, or Houſe again, afcer its ruined and 
laid in Rubbiſh; from the Knowledge that 

we 
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we have of the Power and Skill of Men, 

the Advantages of the Place where it was 
ſcituate, and the Plenty of Materials 'for * 
the Re-edification of it. a 
24. The Nature of that Influence, and 
Suppert, by which we Live, and Mve, and 
have our Being, is athing that we are To- 
tally ignorant of, 'That there is ſuch a 
thing, is generally confeſſed by all Coſi 
dering Men; for Creatures do not become 
Independent, as ſoon as they do ſubſiſt. 
They depend on God in Fatto eſſe, a5 well 
as in Fiers: They need the Divine Cau- 
ſation, as well when they are Made, as 
when they are Aſaking. But what this 
Divine Influence and Cauſation is, we do 
not Underſtand ; but *tis not unlikely, but 
that the Bleſſed may by ſearching, Find it 
out. They may have the Knowledge of 
thoſe Premiſes, from which the Nature of 
it may be calily deduced. ln thoſe Scien- 
ces that we imploy Our ſelves in, and ex- 
erciſe our Contemplations on here, there are 
many Propoſitions, that in themſelves, and 
Irreſpettively conſidered, are Unintelligible, 
and paſt our Comprehenſion ; which, ne- 
verthcleſs, are Plainly deducible from their 
Premiſes, and Evidext enough to him that 
is Prepared for the undex{tanding of them, 
by neceſſary Antecedent Knqwledge. Thus 
| H tis 
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*ris in thouſands of Mathematical Propoſi- 
tiotts.* That in all plain, right-angled 771- 
angles, the Square of the Hyporenuſe ſhould 
be equal to the Squares of the other two 
Sides; is a thing that no Man underſtands 
Abſoliitely and Irreſpettively > But if he an- 
derftipds the Neceſſary Premiſes and Prin- 
ciples, *tis plain enough, and the Dedmit;- 
on thercof is not Difficule. And if things 
dark and obſcure, may be inferred from 
things more Plain and Cbvions in this World, 
I know not why it may not be ſon the 
Other, 

25. I have argued a Poſſibility of Increa- 
ſmg Knowledge, by Raticination, in the 
Future State ;, and | have mentioned ſeveral 
Iftances, in which an /rcreaſe thereof may 
be fo: Made - Byt they are but a Few of 
thofe very Many that 4 might have Remem- 
bred. And what Thouſands of Inftances 


the Other World may preſent unto the | 


Bleſſed, for the Augmentation of it, in that 
manner, who can aſſure us? What Bodies 
of Science may be raiſed from them, who 
can divine ? Perhaps each fingle Inftance, 
and Particular, may miniſter Subject for a 
large and ample Serence. And where thoſe 
Inftances are innumerable, who - can fix 
Bourids to the Increaſ&of Knowledge there- 
by; or ſay, Thus far may it proceed, and 
c . no 
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no farther ? Or, what Improbability is 
there in the Eternal Progreſs of it ? 

26. *Tis certain, the 14ind of Man was 
made for the Knowledge of God, and that 
God is known by his Works; and *tis as 
certain, that the ſeveral FVirtues, Excellen- 
cies, and Perfettions of thoſe Works, are not 
equally Obvious : ſome are more Evident 
and Apparent ; others lie more in the Dark, 
and are more ſecret from Obſervation. 
Thus *tis in Th State, and thus it may 
be in That which is to Gme. Here we 
proceed, and Argue the Nature of things 
Unknown, from thoſe that are Known; and 
ſo may the Bleſſed do Hereafter, for ought 
thatl do ſee to the contrary. The Mind 
of Man takes a great deal of Pleaſure in 
arguing One thing from Another, whiPſt 
Below ; and it may be, that it may Conti- 
ne ſo to do Above. | 

27. The Other World will not Abate, 
much leſs Aboliſh, the Regular Inclinations 
of the Humane 14nd; but Perfet and In- 
large them. The Inclination to Know, yea, 
and to know by Ratiecination, ſeems to 
me Natxral and Eſſential to the Soul; and 
if ſo, it can no more put it off, thin it can 
put off its Being. The Kingdom of Hea- 
ven (1 humbly ſuppoſe) will very much 
Inlarze and Perfeft its Diſcurſive Power 
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and Inclinations ; it will make the Uſe and 
Excrciſe of it, more Facile, Pleaſant, aud 
Succeſsful! ; but will not Aboliſh or Deſtroy 
it, An Jntelletlaa! Finite Being, without 
the Power aud Uſe of Raticcination, ſeems 
to me a Paradox, or rather a Contradittion, 
That a Limited Underfianding ſhould be 
able to know any thing, unleſs the Firſt 
Principles of things, and ſome Objetts of 
Senſc z yea, or do any thing worthy of God, 
or it ſelf, without Rariocinaticn ; ſeerns alto- 
gether Improbable, if not impoſhble. But 
of Tis | tiave ſpoken already, as 1remems 

SO 
i 23, A Limitcd Underſtanding cannot 
Know all things at Oxcez it muſt receive 
the Knowledge of them Sacceſſively. And 
ſoraſmuch as there is a Dependance and 
Connexion among Beings, and One follows 
upon, - and oftentimes derives from Ane- 
ther, *tis very probable, that ſuch will be 
the Knowledge of them ; and that the Mane 
ner of underſtanding them, will be ſuch 
as is their Manner of Being ; 4.e. One Thing 
will be inferred and deduced from Ano- 
ther ;, which is an Exerciſe of the Diſcar- 
froe Faculty. Beſides, if any thing be known 
by its Efetls, ( of which, I think, there is 
no doubt) in the Future World, there muſt 
be the Uſe of Ratiocination: For _ 
kne 
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the Natxre and Qualities of the Effefts, to 
determine the Nature and Properties of the 
Canſe, is to reaſon and arpue from what 
is Obvi04 an4 Eafte, to that which is Dark 
and Difficult. 

'29. Again, ls it worthy, or doth it bee 
cm? a Rational Creature, to att, or do 
any thing, for which he can give no Ac- 


, count ? Is it cpngruous and decorous, for 


Inrelleflual Efl:nces to att like Natural A- 
gents, or like Brutes ? Such is their Mar- 
rer of ating, if they aft withont Ratiocs- 
nation, and Diſconrſe. Is that Obedience 
and Worſhip Worthy of God, that is Ir- 
rational, and performed without any Pre- 
vions Exerciſe of the Reaſonable Faculty ? 
Or is it poſſible, that Worſhip, Love, and 
Obedtence, can be performed without it ? 
Is that Worſhip or Love, is that Service 
or Obedience, that hath no Conſideration 
of the Excellency, Goodneſs, or Authori- 
ty of God, as the Cauſe and Fonndation of 
it? I know not whar it may Seem, or 
Appear to others; but I miſt acknowledge, 
| am "of Contrary Apprehenſions; and do 
think}, that all Obedience and Love to God, 
proceeds from Ratiocination; and, conſe- 
quently, that *tis of Uſe for the Increaſe of 
Knowledge, as well as for the producing of 
L7ve and Obedience in the Other World. 
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30. I have hitherunto ſuppoſed a Aul- 
tiplicity of Worlds, for the making an E-, 
rernal Increaſe of Knowledge among 'the 
Bleſſed ; a thing-probable, and ſuch as hath 
ſome Appearance of Truth init: And I do 
confeſs, -I cannot poſſibly reconcile my 
Mind to an Opinion, That from all Eter- 
nity, nothing was made or produced by 
God, till the Preſent World ; the Annals of 
whoſe Birth and Duration, are left us by 
Aoſes, and other Inſpired Authors; and 
ſince them, by Others : and the whole Pe- 
riod of its Continuation, amounts not to Six 
Thouſand Years. 

31. Nevertheleſs, I will here add, T hat 
I know not whether there be any Need of 
it, Peradventure, the Hiſtory and Af airs 
of This YVV3rld, together with the great 
Variety of Beings that are in it, and that 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, and the more 
Illyſtrious Greatures that are There, may 
miniſter Matter for Eternal Contemplation, 
and an Increaſe of Knowledge thereby : 
For how Many and Numerous they arc, and 
what vaſt Syſtems of Science may be gathe- 
'&d from them, who is able to inform us ? 
If the Concluſions that we make from ſome 
Few Principles, in this State of Darkneſs 
and Imperfettion, be fo Nameroms, and al- 
moſt Infinite, what may they be in that 
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State of Light, and very Great PerfeCtion ? 

32. For as [ think-it Probable, that the 
Knowledge and Happineſs of the Bleſſed, 
is Progreſſive; ſo i docaflily and willingly 
grant, that it Rece:ves very great Aavan- 
tage and Increaſe immediately upon their 
Admiſſien into the Kingdom of Heaven : 
And I do farther grant, that their Powers 
and Capacities will be very much Enlarg- 
ed and Perfetted, yea, and made qmore A 
ble, and fit for Ratiocination: They will 
much more: Eaſily make Inferences from 
Principles and Premiſes, than they would 
do as long as they were in this /Feakignd 
Imperſett State 3 and conſequently, \entarge 
the Bounds and Extent of Science exceed- 
ingly.” And how far they may be able to 
extend 'them, [cannot conjetture 3 /but 1 
think it may be done Jndefinitely, if not E- 
ternally. 

33. Theſe things: I have ſuggeſted, to 
make it fairly Probable, that the Knowledge 
of the Bleſſed, in the Future State, may 1n- 
creaſe by Ratiocination: What Foret or 
Weight there may be in them, I multleave 
ro the Zudoment of the Reader ;, and here 
Conclude T his Chapter. 0 
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CHAP. VIIL. 


Objections againſt the Doctrine 
delivered in the Precedent Diſ- 
courſes, briefly Anſwered. 


1. F Am not ignorant, that the Opsnzon that 

Il | have aſſerted in the preceding 
Diſcourſes, is liable-to ſundry Objettions : 
And *ris no wonder; for there is almoſt 
nothing in any Part of Science, cither Na- 
tural or. Theological, which hath not been 
affaulted by them. Some Men have made 
Objettions againſt the Being and Providence 
of God; others againſt the Poſſibility of 
Motion, and the Certainty of Senſe: And 
if Objettions have been made againſt things 
ſo Plain-to all the Reaſon and Senſe of the 
World, it may not be expedted, that a 
thing fo much in the Dark, as what 1 have 
diſcourſed, ſhoul4 be, Urterly Free from 
them. This Chapter therefore ſhall be im- 
ployed in making ſome. Anſwer to them. 

2. 1. Objett, The Holy Scriptures = 
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of the Future State, as a State of Great and 
Preſent Perfe&tion ; and all Diviner, when 
they make meution of it, repreſent it as a 
Glorious and Perfett State: To which wo 
Addition can be made ; but is 2t its ut:ao} 


” SS 


into it, To this Objett;on i nave funiry 
things to Anſwer. 

3. 1. I docailly grant, that ſome (yea, 
many) Divine} may have ſpoken very much 
to the Senſe of this Objeti;on: But among 
Proteſtants, eſpecially thoſe that are of Free 


; Judgments, tis not the Yogmatical Aﬀer- 
; tion of Divines, but the Evidence and Proof 
of what they do afhirm, that doth Convince, 
an make their Dodtrine Worthy of Credir 


and Belicf. So that, unleſs they have Pro- 
| ved, as well as Aſerted, the Deftrine of 
this Objefl:on, I am not obliged to bclieve, 
or give Aſſ.nt unto it. 
+. 2, Bit weuld diſtinguiſh of Perfe- 
tion : Thrre is an Abſolute, and there is a 
Relative Perf:itom The Saints of God, 
under the <: oſpel- D:ſpenſation, are Perfett in 
a Relative S*nſe, and compared with thoſe 
that lived under the Law; and ſoarc Grown 
Chriſtians compared with thoſe that are 
Weak, and (as the Apoſtle expreſſes it) Babes 
in Chriſt. And in one of thoſe Comparative 
Senſes, mu't the word [er f.c} 5c meant; 
| 1 Cor. 
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1 Cor. 2. 6. Howbeit we ſpeak Wiſdom among 
them that are Perfeft. In an abſolute Senſe, 
neither Chriſt;zans compared with 7ews, nor 
Strong Chriſt;ans compared with Weak ones, 
are Perfet; but in a Re/ative Senſe, they 
are ſo. And ſothe Bleſſed, as ſoon as they 
are admitted the Gates of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, are Perfc& in a Relative Seftiſe ; and 
in compariſon of thoſe they have left Behind 
them in Thi World, and bf what they 
themſelves were when they dwelt Here 
below. And in this Relative Senſe, muſt 
we underſtand the word Perfett ; Heb. 12. 
23. And to the Spirits of Fuſt Men made 
Perfett ;, and others of like importance. 
5. 3. Ferfeflion may be confidered with 
Reſpeft to Sin, and it may be conſidered 
with Reſpett to all Arrainable Excellencies, 
that Humane Nature or Mankind are capa- 
ble of. In the firſt Sexſe, the Bleſſed are 
Perfet ; as ſoon as they get to Heaven, 
they are perfectly Free from all Sin, both 
of Inclination, Habit, and 4; the Plague 
of the Heart is perfettly cored ; there rec- 
mains not any thing of the Old N ature up- 
on their Souls; yea, they are freed of all 
Sinfel! Tenorance : they know all that is 
Their Duty to know, and all that is Neceſ- 
ſary for the Performance of it. But whe- 
ther they Kzow a!l that ever they ſhall 
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Know, or arc Capable ot Rowing, is Ano- 
ther Queſtion. God made Man wright, Ec- 
cleC. 7. #/t. That is, He maye nim without 
Sinful Imperfeftion : But that they knew 
as much the firſt Day of their Creation, as 
they would have Know?, had they liveda 
Thouſand Years in thoir [-nocent State, l 
do not believe. Oiwur Lord Jews was Per- 
feft, with reipeG to 5in, at his Birth; yet 
He had not then Attained all attainable Ex- 
callencies * . for He increaſed in Wiſdom and 
Stature, and in Favour with God and Men, 
Lak. 2. 52. And if our Bleſſed Sxviour, and 
our Firſt Parents were Perfett, beture they 
had attained all the Wiſdom and Kaowiedge 
oy were capable of ; ſo may the Bleſſed, 
in the Future State, | 
6. 4. Thoſe very Perſons, that do af- 
ſert the Perfettion of the Bleſſed, immedi- 
arcly upon their Departure hence, and Ad- 
miſſion into the Kingdom of Glory; do yet 
acknowledge, that the Keſurrettion will add 
ſomething to ths Increaſe of their Know- 
ledge, yea, and of tacir Fapineſs allo : And 
"tis a thing ſo plain, that it cannot be de- 
nyed. Will the Saints in Heaven know no 
1nore after the Reſurre(t ior, than they did 
before? Will thoſe Wor':s of Wonder 
add nothing to the Enlargement of their Un- 
derſtandings ? Will their Knowledge re- 
CUYC 
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ceive no Advange thereby ? This were a 
manife't Contradittion, in any Man that 
ſhould affirm it. So then, I hope, I may 
conclude, That if Perfetion be reconcile- 
able with an Jzcreaſe of Knowledge before 
the Reſurreftion, it may be reconcileable 
with it afterwards. 

7. 5. To what hath been ſaid, I may 
add, That the Angels of Heaven (without 
doubt) were made Perfe& : Yet ſurely, the 
Creation, Government, and Af airs of This 
World, hath Added much to their Know- 
ledge; That they have been /mployed in 
rhem, and conſequently have had Know- 
ledge of them, the Sc-iptures do aſſure us ; 
and I am paſt all Sc-«ple concerning it : 
Yea, I am inclin'd to think, that this /nfe- 
rior World was made for the Uſe of Ar- 

els, as well as Men; and: in it they be- 

Id the Glory of God, and the moſt 1u- 
ftriows Peifettions of their Maker : and have 
Learned very many Things from the Con- 
templation of it: Yea, tis my Opinion, 
that they have afcribed m1ch more of the 
P-iſe thereof to Goa, than ever was done 
by Aortals. The Creation and Providence 
- of God, ar2 a very Clear Glaſs, in which 
are diſcovered the Attributes and Perfett;- 
ous of Ged : But fince the Fall, Man's E yes 
have been fo Impaired, that they co:1Id not 

diſcern 
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wiſcern them, nor give him the Praiſe of 


them But that which | would infer from 
this Paragraph, is this: If an /zcreaſe of 
Knowledge be confiſte:;t with PerfeCtion in 
Angels, \t may be conſiitent with it iy che 
Bleſſed Saints : If the one were Perfett be- 
fore they had obtained much of that Know- 
ledge, that now they are poſicfled with; 
the other may be Perfett in the ſame Seuſe, 
though they want inuch of that Knowledge, 
that they may, and certainly will obtain, 

8. 2. Objett. The Future State is a State 
of Reſt and Frintion; The Bleſſed are there 
ſaid to reſt from their Labours, and their 
Works to follow them, Rev. 14. 13. which 
ſeems inconſiſtent with an /ncreaſe of Know- 
ledge, foraſmuch as Knowledge is not ob- 
tained without Labour , eſpecially that 
which comes by Ratiocination, and the Ex- 
erciſe of our Reaſon on ſuch Beings as are 
preſented to us. Tothis Objettion | reply 
as followeth. 

9. 1. The Soul of Man is a very Aive 
Being : Adtion is of the very Eſſence of it, 
and can no more (in my Apprehenſion) be 
Separated from it, than Heat from Fire, 
or Extenſion from Natural Bodies. If you 
ſeparate Aftion from Humane Afinds, you 
Deſiroy them : If they do Nothing, they 
are Nothing. Not to Ac, and nor to Be, 

are 
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are the ſame thing with them : The Cef- 
ſation of their Bezng, is equipoltent to the 
Ceffation of their Attion and Operation. 
God is a Pure Aft; Souls are his Image; 
and-in the -- iviry of their Nature, they are 
a Repreſentation of Him. 

10. 2. The Reſt of the Humane Soul 
therefore (as I do humbly conceive) conſiſts 
very much inthe Performance of ſuch Att; 
ons, and the Uſe of ſich Imployments, as are 
congruous and ſuitable to its Nature, and 
to the End and Intent for which it was 
made. Man's Inferior Faculties aud Senſes 
have their proper Ends, Attions, and O- 
perations ; and in the Exerciſe and Uſe of 
them, on their own peculiar Obje&s, they 
find and experience all the Content and Sa- 
tisfaftion that they are capable of, And 
ſurely, the Reſt and Happineſs of the Ra- 
tional Soul, muſt Ii;ewiſe Confiſt in the Ex- 
erciſe of its Aft;ve Powers, upon Congruom 
and Suitable Objetts. And the Philoſopher 
ſome where places Humane Felicity in Aft:- 
07, and not in 4 Del! Jnaftive Stupor. 

11. 3. There is nothing more Smitable, 
and Arvrerble to the Hume Soul, than the 
Exerciſe of its Intelle&ual Faculty on the 
Being, A .ture, and Properties of things. 
This is Wonder fully Congruovs, and there- 
fore Pleaſant to it: It delights to conſider 

the 
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the Nature of things; and from thoſe 
things that are more evident, to /nfer thoſe 
that are leſs; and alſo from the Effett, to 
Infer the Cauſe 5 and from the Intermedi- 
ate Cauſes, to Aſcend by ſeveral Steps and 
Progreſſions, to the Firſt Primitive and O- 
riginal Cauſe of all things. This Labour 
is its Ret, this Work is its Reward , this 
Uſe of its Powers, is their Fekcity, and 
their Glory : This is the /mployment which 
they do deſire; in which they are pleaſed, 
and in which they will find Repoſe, yea, 
Raviſhment and Extaſies for ever. 

12, 4. Though the Mind of Man finds 
ſome Difficulty in the obtaining of Know- 
ledge here Below, and though it colts I 
much Painful Study, to attain any conſide- 
rable Degree or Meaſure of it; yet I ſee 
no Reaſon to conclude, or ſuſpett any ſuch 
thing in the Kingdom of Heaven. -It will 
receive ſo much Inlargement, Perfe&tion, 
and Advantage by its Aſcent thither, that 
"twill be no more Trouble to advance in 
Knowledge, than *tis for us to turn Our 
Eyes from one Objett to another, and to 
obſerve the Beauty and Proportions of them. 

13. F. A Diſeaſed Eye cannot behold 
the Light, without ſome Trouble and Of- 
fence; though it be the Proper Obje& 


| thercof, and the Medinn by which all 0- 
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ther things become Viſible ; yet if it be 
Sore, it becomes very Offenſive unto it ; and 
if you can but cure or remove that Drſtem- 
per, Light becomes / leaſrnt unto it again. 


Since Man -became Sinful, his Underſtan- 


ding Faculty hath ſuffered great Diminuti- 
#n; "tis Indiſpoſed and Uncapable, in great 
degree, of obtaining Know/edge, (though 
that were the End for which it was created) 
and what it doth obtain, is not without £4 
bour and Difficulty of Endeavour : But as 
ſoon as it enters the Gate of the Heavenly 
Jeruſalem, this Indiſp:ſition and Impotence 
will be removed; and, with great Facili- 
ty, it will Contemplate the Nature of 
_ and increaſe in Knowledge therc- 
on 3, ObjeFt. If Knowledge be capable 
of Everlaſting Increaſe, in the World to 
come, then the Bleſſed are never Happy z 
for a Capacity of Increaſe therem, ſuppoſes 
Want, and a deſire of Sarzsfattion , and 
where there is Warr, and an Unſatisfied 
Appetite, there is 10 Perfeft Happineſs : 
all Deſire being painſul ; and if Preſſing, *tis 
very Uneaſitand Tor merting, To this Ob- 
jeftion, 1 Anſwer 1_ t12 following Para- 
graphs. | 

15. 1, This Ovjedlion profſes all that 
believe the Reſurreftion, as well as me. 
: Thoſe 
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Thoſe that do affirm it, and ſome Increaſe 
of Knowledge and Happineſs thereby, (as 
all Chrſtians do, or ought to do) and that 
Separate Souls do deime that ed 
Day, are as much Obliged to Anſwerthis 
Objettion, and reconcile it to their Own 
Dodrine; as | am bound to do it, and re- 
concile it to Mine. They affirm, That 
Souls are Happy Immediately upon their 
departure hence; and yet that they dg 
deſire the Reſurrettion of their Bodies, and 
are capable of Increaſing Knowledge there» 
by. And if Deſire and Want be confiſtent 
with Fappineſs before the Reſurrefton, | 
hope it may be Conſiſtent with it afterwards. 
And if they will Anſwer the Objet:on, as it 
oppoſes their Dottrine ;, | will take their 
Arguments, (if they be good) and thereby 

Defend my own, | 
16, 2. But | am not ſatisfied, . that all 
Want, Appetite, and Deſire of SatisfaQion, 
is Painful or Tormenting. Nodoubt, the 
Bleſſed Deſire the Continuation of the G/o- 
ry, and Happineſs, that they do poſſeſs and 
enjoy : They Deſire always to ſee the 
Face of God, and His Chriſt, and to con- 
verſe in the Qwire, and Communion: of 
Saints and Angels : They deſire always to 
Love Him, and- be Beloved of Him. Yet 
| do not think thoſe Defires Trowbleſo-me or 
I Tormen- 
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= Theit Eppines receives no 

Wen or Dimmution by them, They 
well agree, and dwell together: 
Ty le any Q#arrel or Conteſt's be- 
them. 

Wy 3. The Szate to which they are /z- 
re wely advanced, is fo excceding G lorie 
214 J}i i ſelf, arid alfo in compariſon of That 
Ih ch they Lately ft; * and the.mwth Worſe 
hat' they had Kfervia, that it Abundant!y 
feafes oY delights "them. "He that is ti- 
'&> from 'a Prafon, or a Dungeon, and 
4 deferved the Gallows, or the Bloch, and 
Tet ho a: Throne of Glory, and made a 

Prince; hath ſufficient reaſon of 

i AAR and Pleaſure, though he 

rot the Greateſt Prihce upon Earth : *Tis 

jſt Occaſten' ETYoublete to him, if there 
- = that are Greater than'he'z eſpeci- 
hy there be'a a Poflibility of ' Increaſing 

ropire,. and | Berdting Tt Great 
we the Greateſt of them. : 

8. 4. The Ble ee,” tis tre} InP not ſo 
FLfeft i in Knobledge'and H appineſs, as ſoon 
as they enter the G ates of the Ciry of-God, 
as thoſe that hive ſpeiit many Tears atid Ape: 
There : ButPtis fo much Berter, than t 
Tobin i in which they lived upon Earth 

Sins and Sortoivs, Vexations and Im- 
pe-7e2loms ons : *Tis fo much Better, than the 
St att 
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State of the Damned, with whom they had 
Deſerved to dwell, that they have Reaſon 
of great Foy and Triumph; eſpecially when 
they conſider, that their Knowledge and 
Happineſs is Progreſſive, and will Advance 


. tor ever. 


19. 5. Beſides, we may not imagine, that 
the Appetites and Deſires of the Bleſſed, are 
Fierce and Raging « Though they deſire 
an Increaſe of Knowledge, Happineſs, and 
Perfettion ; yet *tis with great Modeſty and 
Calmneſs, Their Deſires are not Troable- 
ſome or Tormenting, for as much as they 
are Immediately ſatisfied: No ſooner do 
they Hunger or Thirſt, than they do Re- 
ceive Satisfation. Eternal Hunger is no 
Infelicity, where there arc Perpetual Objets 
20 Quiet and Allay it. 

20. 6. Nay, peradventure, Heaven were 
not a State of Happineſs, if there were No 
Deſires There: The Soul would Langaiſh, 
if Deſire did not Aftuate and Enliven it. 
The Happineſs of Rational Spirits conſiſts 
in Afton, as | have before obſerved; and 
Appetites and Deſires are the Spring of A- 
@ion. So that Perpetual Attion, produced 
by Perpetnal Deſires, and thoſe Deſires Per- 
petnally ſatisfied, perhaps may Componnd 
muoh- of the . Happineſs of Heaven. 

21. 4. Objeft. St. Panl ſays. 1 Cor. 13. 

12 9, 10, 
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9, 1O, 11, 42. That whil'ſt we are in this 
World, We Know but im part, and Prophecy 
bit in part : But when that which ws perfett 
1 come, that which us in part ſball be done 4+ 
tay. Now we ſee through a Glaſs darkly, 
but then Face to Face : Now I know but in 
part, but then ſhall 1 know as I am known, 
Theſe Exprefſions ſcem to affert a Perfe- 
tion of Knowledge inthe eſſed, and that 
Immediately upon their E.crance into Hea- 
ven: For what elſe means that Phraſe ; 
When that which #s Perfett w come; and 
that, But then Face to Face ;, and that, Then 
ſhalt I know as I am known ? To which may 
be added thoſe words, 1 Joh. 3. 2. We 
(hall ſee Him as Hets, To this Objettion I 
ſhall not need to ſay much; what I have 
ſaid in Anſwer to the Firſt Objettion, being 
enovgh'to- take off the Force of it: To 
which, nevertheleſs, | add as followcth. 

22, 1. The Perfeftion that the Apoſtie 
ſpeaks of, .is only Relative, (as | do hum- 
bly ſuppoſe) for that ſome _— is made 
to the Knowledge of the Bleſſed, after 
their Admiſſion into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, cannot be denyed; and | think, I have 
ſaid Enough to prove it. 

23.2. That Expreſſion of ſeeing Face 
to Face, is Figurative and * Metaphoxac al. 
and; I think, means no more, than a ach 

Clearer 
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Clearer Knowledge of things, than waggt- 
tainable in This World : But a Kno wledpe 
Abſolutely and Gompleatly Pertect, and ſuch 
as receives no [acreaſe, is (1 conceive) A- 
nother thing, and more than is Mear, or 
can be Proved from this Expreſbon. 

24, 3. Thoſe Expreſhons of Knowing 
as Known, and Seeins God as He u, are (l 
conceive) alſo Figurative, and not to be 
underſtood in the Proper Senſe of the 
Words: For no Man can know God and 
Heaven, and the Great things There, ſo 
Fully and Perfettly as God knows taem : 
Nor ſhall any Man ſee God as He is, if 
thereby be meant Fully and Perfettly ;, for 
a Limited Underſtanding cannot fully com- 
prehend an Infinite Efſence. All that can 
be Meant by it, | think, is this; In Hea- 
ven the Bleſſed ſhali have Cearer Appre- 
henſions of God, and all Things T here, than 
in This World they had; and ſhall Xmow 
God, and Them, as truly (tho:gh not fo 
fully) as He Know: them. 


25. 4+ Beſides, thoſe words of the Aps- 
file, mentioned in the Objettion, may be un- 
derſtooJ ina Tranſient and Progreſſive Senſe. 
The Bleſſed are in a State, in which they 
Know much, and are in Progreſs towards 
a More Perfett Rnowledge: There is no 

I 3 need 
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- 7 of Underſtanding Them of Immedzate 
eQion, as ſoon as received to Glory. 


————— 


CHAP. IX. 


Some Corollaries deduced from the 
Preceding Diſcourſes. 


H*"s made ſome Azſwer to the Prin- 
cipal ObjeAions, that are, or may be 
made to the Dettrine propoſed in the fore- 
going Chapters; I ſhall add ſome few Infe- 
rences, or Deduttions, from the Whole of 
what hath been ſaid, and ſo conclude. 

1. The Happineſs of the Bleſſed is Pro- 
greſſive and Increaſing : *Tis not a thing 
Fixed, Steddy, and Uncapable of any Yari- 
ation: It doth not change or vary indeed 
for the Worſe, or to their Prejudice and Di/- 
advantage ;, but it changes to their Benefit 
and Profit exceedingly. *Tis like a Rifcng 
Sun, that ſhines More bright by its Moti- 
on and Alteration. *Tis an Eternal Spring. 
*Tis an Everlaſting May : The Beauty and 
Verdure of it, /ncreaſes continually, We 
cannot ſay of the Heppineſs of the Saints in 
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Glory, Hitherunto ſhall it- Pref, and 


Here hall it Determine, vet 

2. For Love will /zcreaſe with Knows 
ledge; the One will make Equal Fromes 
ſions with the Other-e. ,Fhey will go Hard 
in Hand, and the One advance with the O- 


| ther.. The More the Bleſſed Advance inthe 


, 


creaſe in. Love to Hin ; the more Lively, 
Vigarous, Paſſionate, and Raviſhing will it 
towards Him. The Are they Contem- 
plate his Works, and. Obſerve of his Ad- 
mirable Perfeftions in them, the More will 
they be in Love with Him, and the Gyearer 
will be their Efeem for. Him, and Admira- 
tion of Him, | Ot iP 

3. Loveis Always accompanied with 7oy 
and Delight : Thus we find it Now, and'fo 
twill be Hereafter. The Love that Men Rear 
to their Friends, their Eſtates and Honours, 
yea, to their Sins and Luſts, miniſters Plea- 
ſure to them; and can the Bleſſed Love 
God, the Supreme-Good,. and ChiefeiF Ex- 
cellency, and not find Conſolation ahd 
therein ? Can they Love the God that Ma 
them, and the Savjour that edand Exh 


Knowledge of God, the More will they Jp 
I 


from. Sin and. Hell, agd Raiſed and Exahed 
them to Heavez and Glory; . and, find'ho 
Tranſports therein ? Cin they Love, nd that 
with Vigorow Aﬀetion, and have no Senfe 

I 4 of 
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- Joy therein ? Surely, That is impoſh. 
le. + 
4. Great Love and Joy will expreſs it 
ſelf in Enlargedneſs of Thank and Praiſe, 
Bow-will the Bleſſed Triumph in the Prat- 
Jes.of God? and how Abundant will they be 
in Thanksgivings to Him ? They will love 
Him Greatly, and therefore they will praiſe 
Him Much; they axe full of Joy, and there- 
fore will Expreſs their Gratitude with ut- 
moſt Grntinued Hallelujahs. Aftrve Paſſi- 
ons are incapable of Reſtraint or Incloſure ; 
and therefore will Areak, out in Songs of 
Land and Bleſſing. 

5- Much of the —_— and Felicity of 
the Bleſſed, will conſiſt in the Exerciſe of 
Love and Delight in God, and the aſcribing 
of Honour and Gratitude to Him. Know- 
ledge. will Generate Love, and Love will 
Excite, Awaken, and Stir up Praiſe; and 
theſe will conſtitute Their Happineſs in a 
Good degree. Cod is the Objeftive Happi- 
neſs of the Bleſſed; His Excellencies d9 
preſent themſelves to their View and Conſi- 
deratjon ;, they Know and Underſtand them, 
they. Love and Delight inthem, and are cn- 
larged in the Praiſes of them: And in 
Theſg their Subjeti;ve. Happineſs doth con- 

tft, 
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6. The Blefſed will never Want Imploy- 
ment. Matter for Eve-lafting Tontempla- 
'it Þ tions will be Preſented to them, by which 
ſe. | their Knowledge will b: Frcreaſed; and 
4 | withthe /ncreaſe of Knowledge, an /ncreaſe | 
be 8 of Aﬀettion; and Conſequently, of grat ; 
ve | Adoration. And thus will they be Plyr- [ 
ſe | ciſed for evermore: The Bays of Eterni- | 
| ty will be Thas confommate: Thus will | 
t- F the Inhabitants of the Heavenly Jeruſalem 
i- | paſs their time, and Exerciſe themſelves 
'» © to all Durations. Heaven is no Inattive 
of | State; the Bleſſed There ar* Perperually Im- 
ployed ;z and in that /mploy-nerr, they find 
of | Their Reſt. Idleneſs is no Pl-aſure to Such 
0" Beings, whoſe Natures are Att:ve by their 
g Very Conſtitution : And ſuch is that of our 
- Facn'ties, (as | have obſerv:d before) and 
ll in Attion Switab/e to it. And upon the moſt 
d Raiſed and Glo: z9w Objefts, conſiſts Their 
a Happineſs: There it is, and There they may 
- Find it ; but no where elſe. 
) 7. There wilt be no Sarjery i: the King- 
- dom of Heaven: In This Wor:d, Men are 
Satiated, and ſometimes even : oathed with 
Þ their Injoymerts and Fruitons : Thoſe things 
] which they Moſt earneftly, and ?afſin-rare!y 
deſired, and for which they laboy:cod with 
the Greateſt Endeavour, they are of:entimes 
Soon gli:tred withal, ani ſometimes prow 
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Weary of them. But *twill not be ſo in 
Heaven : No Man will ever be Over-filled 
with knowing God, or ſearching out His 
Perfettions ; and Godis a Being which can- 
not .be Fathemed, or Fully ſearched out : 
There will be Something' New to be diſco- 
verd in Himfor ever. No Man will ever 
be tzred with Lo»ving God, or being Bele- 
ved of Him:. No Man will ever be ſurfei- 
ted of Rejoycing and Delighting in Him, or 
of expreſſing it in Pſalms and Hymns of 
Hallelujah. The Reaſon why Men are e- 
ven Cloyed with their Enjoyments Here be- 
low, is becauſe they Find not that jn them 
they Expetted: they were Deceived by 
them, and therefore Grow into a Diſplea- 
ſure Againſt them. Burt there will be No 
ſuch thing Above. God will abundantly Sa- 
tisfie all Expeftations : Heaven will Deceive 
no Man; they will There find Afore, not 
Leſs, than they did expe. 
8. The Fzture State may, Perhaps, pre- 
f. nt us with New Things continually, or at 
leaſt as often as there 1s Occaſion for them. 
Who knows, but that when-ever the Bleſ- 
ſed have ſufficiently Conſidered and Exhauſt- 
ed the Beings that are with Them, or pre- 
ſented to Them,. More may be propoſcd, 
and ct Before them ; or that they may be 
Removed to ſome other Part of the Uni- 
; verſe, 
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verſe, to obſerve what is Worthy of 0b- 
ſervation There? And this Yaxiery of things 
and Objefs, will take away all Poſhbility 
of an Off enſrve Fulneſs. In 1 bis State, few 
Men are full to Loathing, whil"ſt chey have 
continual Yariety of things in Enjoyment, or 
in Hopes and Proſecution. Variety of things, 
keeps up their ExpeGiations; and they do 
hope to find that in One or More things, 
which they have in vain ſought after in O- 
thers. In Heaven the Bleſſed are Never 
deceived intheir Expettation:; In all things 
they ſeek to Know ſomething more of God, 
and that they Find in them: And when 
they have Drained one, they goto another ; 
and in ſuch Variety, there can be no Nauſe- 
ouſneſs. | X 
9. An Inequality of Glory among the 
Bleſſed, is aſſerted by Many Divines : And 
from what hath been ſaid, we may give 
ſome Probable Account, wherein it doth 
conſiſt, Peradventure, their . Minds may 
be of very Yarioas Capacities; ſoine may 
be More Large and Extenſive, than others, 
if God do here Freely and Arbirrarily, as a 
B-nefa&or, give unto Men Minds of very 
different Capacities, | know not why he 
may not do it as a 7dge, or as the Bountiful 
Rew.rrder of thoſe that ferve Him. 'I am 
no: ignorant, that many Ph;/oſcphers ſup- 
poſe 
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poſe an Equality among Souls ; and that 
thoſe Differences that are ſo Obſervable in 
them, proceed from the Yariows Strufture, 
and Conformation of the Organs, and Mix- 
ture of the Elements, which conſtitute our 
Bodies. I do cahily grant, that ſome of the 
Differences obſerved among them, may A- 
riſe from thence ; but that Al do ſo, I can- 
not believe, That there is no Difference 
between the Soul of the greateſt Divine, 
Philoſopher, or Stateſman, and that of the 
verieſt Dole or Jdeot, is to me an [mpro- 
bable Paradox; and I cannot but think, 
that there is a Gradual Difference, at leaſt, 
among Souls themſelves 
10. This Diverſity (I humbly conceive) 
is found in all the Faculties and Powers of 
the Soul; I mean, in the Underſtanding, 
Will, and Attive or Executive Power. In 
all theſe the Difference is Yariows, accord- 
ing as Men's Love, Service, and Good Works 
may have been Yarious Here below. Thoſe 
that have been mo't Proms, Holy, and Abun- 
dant in the Works of Righteouſneſs, will 
have the Laroeft Underſtandings, the moſt 
Vioorom Aﬀettions of Love, Delight, and 
Jov, and the moſt Prompt and Ready Power 
and Method of Expreſſins them, in Such 
Ways, an141 by Such Means, as are fit and 
cono2ruou; thereunty. They will know 
mo't, 
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moſt, and love and rejoyce moſt, and ex- 
preſs this Love and Joy moſt readily in the 
Other World, that ſerved the Honour of God, 
and the Good of Men moſt Induſtrionſly in 
This. They that have been Adoft Holy, 
and lived Moſt to the Accepration of Ged 
in Time, will know Him oft fully, and 
love Him Moſt paſſionately in Etermity : 
And yet their Knowledge and Love, as 
well as that of others, may be capable of 
Increaſe and Angmentation, as | have dif- 
courſed before. 

11. And there may be as great Diverſs- 
ty in the Bodies, and Bodily Organs and 
Senſes of the Bleſſed, as there is in their 
Ainds : Some may be more Pure and Spi- 
ritual than others; and conſequently, more 
Agile and Fit for Motion : Some may have 
their Senſes, and the ſeveral Organs and In- 
ftruments thercof, More Perfett and Gm- 
plear than Others ;, and conſequently, more 
Capable of apprehending their Objedts, and 
Percerving all the PerfeQtions and Curiolt- 
ties in them. Some may have a More Large 
and Extenſive Preſence, than others; and 
therefore, be capable of inſpeQting at One 
View, more of the Works of God; which 
renders them More affetting, and More a- 
mazing, He that ſtands upon a High Hill 
or Turret, beholds More things than he 

that 
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that ſtands in a Valley, and is much Mor: 
pleaſed and delighted rherein; yea, is 
much more ravilhed with Admiration of 
them. 

12, How you may be the Yeriety, and 
Gradual Diftcrence among the Bleſſed, in 
theſe things,. cannot be determined. Great 
have been the Numbers of Men, that ſince 
the Creation, have dwelt on the Face of this 
Earth ; and yet, perhaps, there were ne- 
ver Two among them, in A/ things, and 
Totally alike. Some Difference in the Mir 
ture of the Elements, of which they were 
Compounded, in the Shape, Figure, and 
Proportion of their Bodies, in the Feature: 
of their Faces, and Beanty of their Coun 
renances, might be ſeen and obſerved up- 
on them. And as Variow may be the Dif- 
ference of the Gloriows Bodies of the Blef- 
ſed. The Starrs are Vaſtlynumerous; and 
yet, perchance, the Difference of their Glo 
7y may be as Great as thcir Numyer, and 
that None of them are in all things Alike 
and Eqnal. ' And ſuch may be the [nequa- 
lities among the [nhabitants of the Celeſtial 
Kingdom. | | 

t3. And it may be Modeſtly ſuppoſed, 
that the Love of God to the Bleſſed, may be 
as Variow as their Glory 2nd Perſettions are. 
The more Glorieus and Perſe any Crea 

ture 
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ture is, the more Like he is to God 3; and 
certainly, the More Like any Creature is to 
God, the More it is Beloved of Him. Why 
elſe doth God deſpiſe the Heaver, and the 
Earth, in compariſon of an Humble, and 
Contrite Spirit, and one that trembleth at 
his Ward ? Ifa. 66. 1,2. Is it not becauſe 
there is More of his Image on ſuch a Per- 
ſon, than on the Frame and Fabrick of the 
Material Earth and Heavens? Why doth 
God love, and take more delight in the Mar 
Chriſt Zeſws, than in Men and Angels, and 
all the Holy Myriads that are Abowt ' his 
Throne, (of which, I think, there is no 
doubt) ls it not for this Reaſon, that He is 
a far more 1trious Imape of his Attributes 
and Perfettions, than Any or Allpf them ? 

14, How Cod will manifeſt a YVariow and 
Different Aﬀettion to the Bleſſed, according 
to the Difference of their Perfeftions, 1-can- 
not affirm : Whether he will do it by-/- 
ternal Effuſions of Foy and Conſolation, or 
by External Effefts and Demonſtrations, or 
by both, (which ſeems*moſt probable) 1 
know not; that's a Queſtion, that I will 
lcave'for the Determination of the Other 
World. But that God can, and doth do it, 
is paſt doubt with me. He manifeſts a Pe- 
cxliar Love to his Only Beloved Son; and 
can do fo to Ai the Members of his Body, 


in 
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in Several Meaſures and Proportiors. 

15. This great Vartety of Love and Af- 
feftion will Cayſe no Envy or Emulation A- 
mong the Bleſſed ;, for they are free of all 
Sinful Paſſhons, Aﬀettions, and Inclinati- 
ons; and do rejoyce in the Effuſions and 
Manifeſtations of the Love of God to Others, 
as well as to Themſelves. Particular Advan- 
tages are Matter of Common Joy. As All 
the Heavenly Quires do Repoyce in the Pre» 
heminence of Chriſt Zeſus ; ſo do they in the 
Advantages of Each other. 

16, But tho this Variety cauſes no Envy or 
Emulation in Heaven ;, yet methinks, the 
Meditation of it ſhould be a great Spur and 
Incentive to Piety, Virtue, and Good Works 
bere on Earth. Certainly, _ it onght to 
make us abound in all the Fruits of Righte- 
ouſneſs, that ſo we may be capable of the 
Greateſt Manifeſtations of the Love of God ; 
ſince thoſe that are 'moſ# Diligent in his Ser- 
vice, fince thoſe that are the moſt Pious and 
Virtuous in Thi World, will be the moſt 
Glorious and Excellent in the Orher ; - and 
thoſe that are mo#f Worthy, will be eff 
Beloved of God, and receive the. Greateff 
Evidences and Demonſtrations of his Aﬀes- 
@ion: The Conſideration of it ſhould put 
us upon Vigorous Endeavours after a migh- 
ry Holineſs and Virtue, that 72 may be che 
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Objefts of God's Choice, and Peculiar Love 
in Heaven. 

17. *Tisa Queſtion controverted among 
Divines, whether the Bleſſed have any 
Knowledge of each other, in the Kingdom 
of Heaven : And I humbly conceive, that 
from what [ have ſaid in the Fore-going Pa- 
ges, *twill not be Difficult to reſolve it. So 
Long a Tra® of Time as Eternity, may mi- 
niſter ſundry Occaſions and Opportunities to 
Friends and Relations, for the K nowing of 
Each other : And fince *tis not ſpent in So- 
litude and[Retirements, but in Mutual Pre- 
ſence, Society, and Converſation; *tis not 
poſſible Almoſt, that they ſhould eſcape the 
Knowledge of one Another. 

18. The Memory and Narration of the 
Mighty Works and Providences of God, of 
which they had Knowledge in This World, 
will bring Men to the Cognizance of each 
other There, There is a 7 wofold Memory 
in Man ; there is a Senſitive, and an Intel- 
leftual Memory : The Firſt of theſe depends 
upon thoſe [deas and Similitudes of things, 
that by the Mediation of our Senſes, have 
been J-preſſed upon our Minds : The O- 
ther depends of Such things, as by Reaſon 
and Diſcourſe, are fixed and engraven up- 
on it. "The Firft kind of Memory, | think, 
will be of Little or No Uſe in this Caſe.: 

K For 
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For though it ſhould be granted, that it 
ſhould retain the /deas of things There z yet 
foraſmuch as there is no Counterpart of them 
in the Things themſelves, all being oblite. 
rated by the Death and Diſſolution of the 
Body, and not reſtored by the Reſurrettion. 
1 do not ſee, how the Bleſſed can thereb 
take any Cognizance or Knowledge of Eadl 
Other ; but the Intelledtual Memory will be 
of Great Uſe in this Aﬀair. We ſhall There 
remember, that we were born of Sch and 
Such Parcnts,and received Such and Such In- 
ftruGions from them ; and lived under the 
Teaching of Such and Such Preachers, and 
in the Neighbourhood and Society of Such 
Perſons, Friends, and Acquaintance ; with 
many other things : And the mention of any 
of them, in the Mutual Society and Con- 
verfation of the Bleſſed, will bring them to 
the Perſonal Knowledge of cach other. 

19. But beſides this Way of Knowing 
each other, there may be ſeveral Other 
Ways of obtaining it 3 ſuch as the Traditi- 
on of Angels, and Bleſſed Spirits; they may 
poſſibly Inform ſuch as ſhall come After 
them to the Kingdom of Heaven, who have 
in the times Preceding been admitted Thi- 
ther ; and where are their Proper Manſions 
and Places of Abode and Reſidence ; and 
perhaps, Some Knowledge of cach other 

may 
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may be impreſſed upon the Minds of the 
Bleſſed by Inſpiration. 

20. But foraſmuch as the Souls of the 
Bleſſed are carried hence, and by the Mins- 
ftration of Angels removed to Heaven, and 
placed in Manſions There z peradventure, 
by the Will of God, thoſe that have been 
allyed either by Nature, Neighbourhood, 
or Converſation, may be placed near toge- 
ther, in That Houſe of God; and then a 
Little Diſcourſe may Soon bring them to the 
[Knowledge of each other; or the Angels 
may openly, and in the Preſence of All, de- 
clare Who they have brought Thither, and 
joyncd to their Soczety and Number, | 

21. One thing more | will add to what 
[ have alrcady inferred from the Precedent 
Diſcourſe : Eternity will unfold all the My- 
fteries and Wonders of Divine Providence. 
There are Many and great Labyrinths now 
in it ; and we cannot Search chem out, nor 
pive any Account thereof ; But Eternity 
will unvail them, and ſet them Oper: and 
Plain before us, The Wiſdom, Holineſs, 
Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Truth of God, will 
be Gnſpicxons in every thing He hath done: 
All Objeftions will be Satisfied ; and *twill 
Appear, that there was nothing of Iniquity, 
or Unrighteouſneſs in any of them. 

22, What Troubled us to ſee, and in- 

K 2 dure, 
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dure will be. Pleaſant to remember, when 
we have underſtood the Reaſons of it. *T was 
Grievous to us to have the Wicked proſper, 
and the Righrecns ſuffer by their Hands. 
*T was an Afiiftion to us, to behold the 
Church of God under Perſecution, and the 
Enemies thereof bringing their !1ichked De- 
vices to paſs. But the Memory of theſe 
things will be Grateful, when we ſhall be 
gloriouſly inftrudted in the Reaſons and Ef- 
fefts of them. 

23. And thus I have ſaid many things in 
favour of the Oneſtion, that in the Begin- 
nins | undertcok to defend. But I am not 
Dog matical in what | have faid z nor ſhall 
{ be offended with any Man, that is of 0- 
ther Apprehenlions. In things of This Na- 
ture, I am content that Men think as they 
pleaſe, or according as their Reaſon: ſhall 
dirc& them ; which, lam ſurc, is Sufficient- 
ly various. [have taken the Liberty to ſug- 
geſt my Own Thoughts on this Subjett; 
and I have no defire to retrench to Orher 
Men the Liberty of Theirs. If any Man 
ſhall propoſe any thing Berrey, either in fa- 
vour of this Opinion, or in Confutation of 
it, it ſhall be Equally acceptable to me. 
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An Appendix. 


' Ince what I have ſaid in the Fourth 

g Chapter, concerning the Exten- 

fiveneſs of tne Preſence of Chriſt's 

Humane Nature, looks likea P 4+ 

radox ; and *tis poſſible, that thoſe that 

read it, may be ſtartled : I ſhall add a few 

Paragraphs, to a farther Explication of my 
Mind about it. 

2. *Tis certain, that Prayers and Sup- 
plications have been made to Chriſt Feſus, in 
all Ages of the Chriſtian Church. Chriſtians 
have addrefſed themſelves to Chri/t, both in 
their Private and Publick Devotions. In all 
their Necds and Wants, they have applicd 
themſclves to Him. 

3. ? Tis undeniable, that the Holy Scrip- 
tures do give us very great Incouragement 
to pray before Him, and make known our 
Requeſts unto Him. They affure us, that 
He is a Merciful High Prieſt; and ſuch a 
One, As is touched with the Feeling of our 
Infirmities, having been in all Points tempted 
as we are, and that therefore we may come 
boldly to the Throne of Grace, to obtain Mer- 
(y, ard find Grace to help in time of need, Heb. 
4+ 14,15. K 3 4 He 
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4. He himſelf hath promiſed to hear the 


Prayers that we make before Him: Whar- 


ſoever you ſhall ah in my Name, that will I 
do;, and if you ask any thing in my Name, 1 
will dost, Joh. 14 139 14. 

5. ?Twas the Humane Nature of our 
Lord Jeſus, that was Tempted in all things, 
as weare; and is therefore compaſſonate, 
and hath a Senſe and Feeling of our Infirmi- 
ties. The Divine Nature is Merciful, but 
not becauſe it was I» a | things T empted as 
we are; for it is not capable of Temprtati- 
ons. *Tis only the Humane Nature that 
was tempted, and in that Senſe can be ſaid 
to be Merciful. 

6. Therefore, the Humane Nature of 
Chrift Zeſus hath Knowledge of our Prayers, 
Wants, and Temptations. How elſe is He 
touched with a Feeling of our Infirmities ? 
How elſe doth He A7iniſter Grace to he!p 
in time of need? Or can theſe things be 
done, without any Know/edge of our State, 
our Needs, or our Supplications ? 

7. Either the Humane Nature of our Sa- 
viour hath an Immediate Knowledge of theſe 
things, or elſe it partakes inthe Knowledge 
of ther, by 'a Communication from the 
Divine Nature. If it be ſaid, That the 
Humane Nature hath an Immediate Know- 
ledge of them ; I infer from thence, the Ex- 
tenſtvere's 
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renſrueneſs of Chriſt”s Preſence : For that He 
ſhould know them [mmedzately, without a 
large and diffifive Preſence, is ( ! think) im- 
poſſible, and more than is aſſerted of the 
Deity it ſelf ; the Omniſcience, and Univer- 
ſal Providence of God, being founded in the 
Immenſity and Unboundedneſs of His Pre- 
ſence. 

8. f it be ſaid, That the Knowledge of 
our Infirmities, and Prayers, is communica- 
ted to the Hrmane Nature of our Saviowr, 
by the Divine; I do not underſtand, how 
Chriſt Zeſus is capable of that Knowledge, un- 
leſs his Eſſence, and conſequently his Pre- 
ſence, be of Large and Extenſive Natures 
Quicquid recipitur, recipitur ad modum re- 
cipientis. The Hills cannot be weighed in 
Scales, nor the Mountains in a Pair of Bal- 
lances; the Duſt of the Earth cannot be 
comprehended in a Afeaſure, nor the Wa- 
ters in the Hollow of a Man's Hand: Nor 
can a Created Underſtanding, (and fuch 
is that of the Humane Nature in Chriſt Je- 
ſus) comprehend all the Needs, Warts, and 
Infirmities of Chriſtians, by whatſoever 
Ways or Methods they may be Communi- 
cated unto ic; unleſs you wili ſuppoſe it of 
very Large and Extenſtve Preſence and Ca- 
pacity. 

9. So that, if the Flumane Nature of Chriſt 
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Teſua have any Knowledge of the State and 
Condition of the Church. which is his Body, 
(as I think, can't reaſonably be doubted) 
whether Medrately or Immediately ; in my 
Apprehenfion, an Extenſion of Preſence muſt 
be granted thereunto. And if it be granted to 
Chriſt Jeſws, 1 know nothing that will hin- 
der the ſame Conceſſion to the Bleſſed, tho 
not in the ſame Degree; for in all things 
he muſt have a Supremacy and Advantage, 

10. But beſides all this, Chriſt 7eſws is 
the Head of his Church ;, and, as an Vntver- 
ſal Cauſe under God, conveys his Grace and 
Spirit to all the Members of it. As the 
Sun is the Univerſal Cauſe of Light, Heat, 
and Motion in Sublunary Bodies; fo is 
Chriſt of all Grace and Spiritual Influences 
and YV:rtues, to the Souls of Men ; and there 
15 no other means, or way of Conveyance, 
but by Him, 

1:., The Humane Nature of Chrift Fe- 
ſes, by its being Perſenally united to the Di- 
vine, and cxaltced to God's Rivht Hand, is 
by the Office of /ediator Authorized ; and 
by a Participation of the Fulneſs of the +pi- 
11t, enabled for the Communication of this 
Spiritual Influx, and Bentdittion to Humane 
Minds. 

12, Yet it is not to be imagined, or do 
I affirm, That the Humane Nature of Chriſt 
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Teſus is any Cauſe of auy Immanent At of 
the Divine Spirit ; but He is the Cauſe of 
the Spirits Operation, as that Operation ſig- 
nifies the Effet upon the Mind of Man. 
And of this He is uo S»perzour, but on: 
a Ainijzerial Cauſe, as 2 Prince reward: 
Valour of his Sovldicrs, as the Gener.:! dot 1 
deterin it. , 


” . L 
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and Grace, and by proper Efficre,:. y do 
Communicite cf this Spirit, a..4 by any 
Phyſical Operation ot 1.3 77umnanc out, He 
opcratc upon Our nds ; 155 Controver- 
ſie, that | am not obliged to det: mine, my 
Cauſe not requiring it : For if He be only 
the Po/itical Cauſe of this Grace and Spirit, 
He muſt have Knowledge of the State, Caſe, 
and Condition of Marikind ; and that, in my 
Opinion, will infer a Large and Extenſive 
Preſence ; which is ail that i a:n concerucd 
to prove. 


ND now having annexed thus much 
\ tothe Bozb, in regard to one Par- 
cular Point ;, i (hall C:peradd no lefs, in re- 
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gard to the General Subjeft, for the obvia- 
ting ſome Objettions, and preventing Miſ- 
underſtandings in what I have Aſerted, or 
rather Propoſed to indiffereut Conſiderati- 
CN. 

1. I would not be thought to Place the 
Happineſs of the Bleſſed, in the Knowledge 
of Creatures, Whoever ſhould Thus un- 
derſtand me, would Yery much miſtake and 
miſapprehend me. I Place the Happineſs 
of Saints and Angels in the Knowledge and 
Love of God, and being Beloved by Him. 
The Knowledge of Creatures, is only the 
Medinm by which we come to the Know- 
ledge of the Creator ; and by the Knowledge 
of Him, we become capable of Loving 
Him, and Rejoycing and Delightins in Him. 
God is Ultimately the Objett of Man's Fe- 
licity and Love. Delight and Joy are the 
Great Felicitating As; and both theſe 
Compleat, and make it Perfett. 

2, One great Reaſon that inclines me to 
believe, that Knowledge will be Progreſſive 
in the World to come, is becauſe I do ſup- 
poſe, that Man will remain a Limited and 
Finite Eſſence There ; yea, and Limited to 
thar degree, that he will not be Able at one 
Graſp to comprehend the Nature, Qua'ties, 
and Perfeitions of the Univerſe. A great 
Enlargement of Capacity Immediately up- 
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on his Departure hence, I do readily con 
cede ; and if any ſhall pleaſe to call it Super- 
natural, 1 will have no Conteſt with him a- 
bout ir : But this Enlargement (1 conceive) 
will not mike his Capacity of Equal Extent 
with the Vniverſe; and conſequently, his 
Knowledge of it, caunot be Siu. and Semel, 
but Succeſſive. 

3, How YLariow the Limitations of the 
Eſſences and Capacities of the Bleſſed will be, 
I will not affirm: Peradventure, they may 
be as Variow, and Different, as their Re- 
wards will be. Thoſe that have Loved and 
Served God in This World, with the Grea- 
teſt Sincerity and Vigour of Aﬀedtion and 
Endeavour, will have the Largeft Capaci- 
tics in the Other; they will be capable of 
knowing oft of God; and conſequently, 
of loving Him oſt, and being Meſt belo- 
ved of Him. It ſeems to me (1 ſay) pro- 
bable, that the Remmer.utins Grace of God, 
will Diverſify Men's Capacitics in the King- 
dom of Heaven, according to their Works 
Here on Earth. 

a. If any Man ſhould think, that becauſe 
I affirm an Alteration for the better in the 
Future State, that therefore there may be 
an Alteration far the worſe, and to the 
Diſadvamage of the Bleſſed. 1 anſw*r, That 
I ſee Nathing in what I have Said, that may 
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give any Reaſon for Such an Inference or 
Concluſion. For why C-:/:rming Grace 
may not ſecure the Bleſſed from Any De- 
fettion, on Suppolition, that Knowledze, and 
conſequently Happineſs, be Increafing and 
Progreſſive, as well as on ſuppoſition, thit 
it be Inftantancouſly Compleat and Perfet ; 
I confeſs, I do not underitand. 

5- St. Paul, | do acknowledge, doth af- 
ſure us, That Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear 
heard, nor hath it entred into the Heart of 
Man to conceive, what God bath laid up for 
thoſe that love Him, 1 Cor. 2. 9, Which 
words he tranſcribes from 1ſai4h the Pro- 
phct. But how they are any Prejudice to 
the Dottrine that I have propoſed, I do not 
find : For (beſides that the Words were 
ſpoken by the Prophet, with reſpe& to the 

tate of the Goſpel, and the great Revelati- 
ons and Diſcoveries that were to be made of 
the Divine Grace and Mercy, at That time, 
and in That Statc) I ſhall rcadily grant, that 
no Eye hath ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor hath 
the Heart of any Man conceived, what, and 
how Faria, how Great and Stupendions 
thoſe Objetts will bo, that the Future State 
will preſ:nt unto our Thourhrts and Con- 
temp! ations. \Who can tell, what Varzety of 
Wonders the Zou/e of the L:ving God may 
ft b:fore uv, ? Way can imagine the [.::- 
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fire and Glory of the Heavenly Feruſalem, 
and what are the Beings that do Embelliſh 
and Adorn the Palace of the Great King ? 
Who can tell, or who can conceive, what 
Species or Kinds of Beings may be compre- 
hended in the Whole Univerſe ; and of what 
Various and Amy Natures, Qualificati- 
ons, and Perfettions : 

6. And as we cannot Underſtand what 
will be the Number, Kinds, Nature, nor 
Perfettions of theſe things; ſo we cannot 
Tell what will be the Foy, Pleaſure, Sati(- 
fattion, yea, Extaſies and Raviſhments, that 
we ſhall Conceive, and have Experience of 
in the Contemplation and Knowledge of them. 
Who can imagine what oy he ſhail feel, at 
the Sight, and Firſt Aſpett of the Magnifi- 
cent Strufture of the Heavenly Palace ? At 
the V;ſion of thoſe Holy Myriads,that encom- 
paſs the Throne of God ? At the Viſion of the 
Holy Teſus, that Prince of the Kings of the 
Earth? At the Sight of all the Holy Pa- 
triarchs, Prophets, and Apoſtles ? At the View 
of all the Holy Confeſſors and Martyrs, to- 
gether with all the Holy and Good Men of 
all Generations? Who can imagine, what 
Pleaſure and Foy every Objett that is offe- 
red to our Meditation, may Razsſe and A- 
waken in our Souls? Who can Think, what 
Zoey we ſhall Conceive from our Excrcife of 
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Love to Coda, 117 the Senſe and Ap- 
prehenſion of ©: 2 Beloved of Him, 
and of the Etc»: | .ation of it? 

7. But tho; ve cannot Conceive, nor 


have not Seer, ror Heard, what are the Be- 
ings and Objefts, that the Future State will 
furniſh to our Yiew and Gnſideration ; and 
though we cannot Imagine, what will be 
the Toys and Pleaſures, that they will in- 
troduce upon our Minds: Yet we may 
know, that there wiil be Objefts of Variow 
and /lheſtrious Qualities ; and that the Know- 
ledge of them will make Yery Great and 
Pleaſant Emotions and Aﬀettions upon our 
Souls ; and that This KnowleTge, and Theſe 
Aﬀe&ions may be of Progreſſive Nature 
and Increaſe to Al Durations : Which is 
all that 1 have Aſerted, and I think Suffici- 
ently conſiſtent with the Words of the Apo- 
file, in the Text above-mentioned. 

8. I know nothing Momentow, that may 
be objected againſt what I have Said on this 
Subjeft, which | have not Anſwered or Ob- 
viated in Some Place or Other of This Diſ- 
courſe, Nevertheleſs, *tis no Article of 
my Faith; nor a 1 zcalous to Proſelyte 
any Man to the Belief of it. I will Con- 
clude with thoſe Words, where-with Car- 
reſins concludes his U7:cipia. 
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At nihilominns memor mee tenuitatss , 
nibil affirmo : ſed hec omuia tum Eccleſie 
Catholice [Anglicane] Amnthoritati ; tum 
Prudentiorum Tudicits ſubmitto ;, nihilq; ab 
allo creds velim, niſt quod ipſt evideys  tn- 
vitta ratio perſuadebit. 


FINIS. 


